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Agnes Lynn

"Wildflowers - Chasing the Season"

5 min. Jason Jones: Macrophotography with Rhododendrons
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March 5th meeting is our AGM plus it will feature 

David Sellars from Fraser South Rhododendron 

Society on “Alpines within a Rhododendron 

Garden” The VIRAG club has been invited to 

attend.
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February Refreshments:

John and Judy Gordon, Ann and Stephen Harvard, 

Garry and Barbara Green, Gary Hadfield and 

Marjorie Harkness are requested to bring goodies for 

the assembled. Please phone Theresa at 478-3515 to 

confirm contributions and willingness to help behind the 

counter. Thanks from all of us!



San Franciso ARS Convention

The web site for the ARS 2007 annual convention is 

open for business.  The web address is 

http://www.ars2007conf.org .  Interested

registrants will find the convention program, tour, 

speaker, hotel accommodations, plant sale and photo 

sale information, as well as on-line registration with 

payment by credit or debit cards (we would MUCH 

prefer checks) and a print and mail form for check 

payment.

June E. Walsh

RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net

707-443-0604

The Annual General Meeting

Elections of officers for the ensuing year are scheduled 

to take place at the AGM to be held during the March 

5th meeting. 

A few vacancies need filling so if you are keen you 

could contact Dean Goard or Dick Pitfield.

Nominations should be submitted in writing to the Co-

Chair of the Nominating Committee at least seven days 

in advance of the AGM, signed by the proposing 

member and authorized in writing by the person so 

nominated. Additional nominations to the Board, not to 

exceed two in number may be made from the floor at the 

AGM. No one shall be nominated for president or vice-

president until he or she has been a member of the 

Society for at least two years. Only full members of the 

ARS can vote or be elected to the Board. 

Rare and Endemic Plants of the NW

A multimedia presentation by Mark Turner, 

photographer and co-author of Wildflowers of the PNW 

will be the  Lohbrunner Lecture presented by the 

Vancouver Island Rock and Alpine Society (VIRAGS) a 

Saturday February 24th , 7:30pm at the Garth Homer 

Center. Tickets $5.00 will be available at the door or by 

phoning 389-1379

  

VIRAGS Spring Show

The Vancouver Island Rock and Alpine Garden 

Society’s Annual Spring Show will be held at the 

Cadboro Bay United Church Hall, 2625 Arbutus Road, 

Victoria, on Friday, March 30th from 1 PM to 8 PM, 

and on Saturday, March 31st from 9 AM to 4PM. 

Commercial growers will be in attendance and the 

Society’s Annual Plant Sale will start on Saturday at 11 

AM.  Refreshments will be available.  Non-member 

Exhibitors are welcome [Tel 389-1379} or 

jacqbradbury@shaw.ca]. Admission is by donation.

Newsletter

63 members have indicated that they are willing to 

receive the VRS newsletter by email rather than get a 

printed copy in the mail. This helps save the club over a 

dollar per member for each issue of the monthly 

newletters.

If any of you who would like this option but have not 

indicated so to the club, please send in an email to the 

editor or to Peggy Pitfield which will give us your 

correct email address. Please also keep Dean Goard 

informed of changes of email addresses.

Bill McMillan’s Sichuan Presentation

The January presentation by our President, Bill 

McMillan, was about his Plant Exploration  trip in late 

May/ early June 2006 with Steve Hootman, RSF, from 

Chengdu, Sichuan to:  Wolong Pass, Rilong ( Four 

Daughters National Park in the Shuangiao Valley), 

Xiaoajiang (where there is a monument commemorating 

that historical meeting of two branches of the Peoples’ 

Army which caused the split in China to the 

Communist  versus the Kuomintang ( most of whom are 

now  in Taiwan), a Tibetan village, Kangding, Ya’an, 

Leshan. It was a most interesting Power Point 

presentation with inserts and labelling, which Bill has 

made it into a DVD for checking out of the VRS library 

for those who missed the meeting or simply wish to see 

it again. There is also a DVD with voiceover of the same 

presentation for library use.

 

The rhododendrons found were the dominant mauve 

Lapponica , Fortunea R. oreodoxa, Grandia, Falconera, 

Triflora R. concinnum, R. augustinii , R. amesiae, 

Pogonanthum, R.. primuliflorum.,Taliensia R. prattii , R. 

galactinum (not far from the 'last drop of water' sign) 

near Wolong and R. tricanthum west of Kangding, R. 

phaeochrysum, R. traillianum, R. bureavioides, but there 



did not seem to be the variety found in the previous trip 

to Yunnan .The trouble free nature of the Yunnan trip 

was also in strong contrast to the travails of the Sichuan 

adventure ranging from a hotel fire, falls, bruising, 

broken ankle to ( Mary Berg), viral infections and some 

intestinal problems. 

 

Bill showed many exceptional slides of unusual plants 

of the genuses  Paris, Arisaemas, Primulas, Calanthe 

tricarinata, Cypripedium, Pedicularis ( fern like leaf), 

thousands of Meconopsis integrifolia and rare punicea 

( both varieties so unusual with colours of pale yellow 

and a rust red) and the dwarf Meconopsis horridula, 

gentians (blue ), pink sinopodophyllum and a  strange 

Mandragora.

 

About “Don’t Let the Last Drop of Water  Fall on the 

Tart Become Man’s  own Tear.” which I translate to be 

a warning about HIV/Aids written in a poetic Chinese 

style before Bill wrote,”Your interpretation of the 'tart' 

saying makes good sense given the number of truck 

drivers passing through the area!” Rhododendrons are 

found above 8000 ft. so there were a lot of switchbacks, 

climbing to a height of 14, 700 ft. through the Wolong 

Pass. Fluttering in the winds was an abundance of 

prayer flags, many of which Bill felt were from the 

drivers navigating the steep roads.

 

It was surprising to see a Tibetan village in Sichuan but 

it is a show village of Tibetan life sponsored by the 

Chinese government and not the true state of Tibetan 

life in Tibet.

 

In all, it was a true adventure, and we thank Bill for 

making that second trip and bringing us such a fine 

presentation to share with the VRS club members. 

Rhododendrons of Sichuan as presented

 by Brenda MacDonald 

courtesy of

Fraser South Rhododendron Newsletter

 “The Yak”

 Curtis Botanical Painting

A member of Subsection Triflora, R. trichanthum can be 

most mnemonically described as a “hairy augustinii”.

Rhododendron tricanthum

Like other members of this subsection, the blossoms are 

spotted and widely funnel-shaped, with the outside 

dotted with conspicuous (in this case golden-coloured) 

scales. However, what sets trichanthum apart from its 

cohorts is the bristles and hairs, just about everywhere. 

The branchlets are bristly, both surfaces of the leaves 

can show bristles and hairs (with the midrib on the 

underside being particularly densely clothed and the 

petiole (individual flower stem) has either hairs or 

bristles, as does the outside tube area of the flower, and 

the ovary.



The overall impression is definitely one of fuzziness.

The name “trichanthum” initially led me astray as I 

kept trying to think of what part of the plant or flower 

came in three's, but of course the word is made up of 

“trich...” and “...anthum”, not “tri...” and something 

else.

“Trich” derives from “tricho”, the Greek word for hair, 

and “anthum” from “anthus”, one of the Greek words 

for flower. 

The original name for this plant was R. villosum, 

derived from the Latin word “villos” - yet another word 

for hairy. Then it was pointed out by the people who 

make such determinations that that name had already 

been used, so R. trichcanthum it was. 

This may not have been the most mellifluous of 

decisions, for somehow “trichanthum” sounds a bit 

spikier and more menacing than the cloud-like 

“villosum” - not a good match for the delicate and 

somewhat ethereal demeanour of the plant. However, 

science cannot be denied, and “trichanthum” it has 

remained.

While the sometimes deep ruby and magenta-coloured 

blossoms may cause confusion with R. concinnum, 

(another Triflora member) trichanthum's exclusively 

terminal inflorescences and general fuzziness make the 

distinction easier.

R. galactinium..Yet another “milky” rhododendron. This 

one however, whose specific epithet is derived from the 

Greek word for milk - gala - at least bears the name 

legitimately with its opaque white blossoms. (Which is 

in some contrast to the other “milky” rhododendron, R. 

lacteum, from the Latin work for milk - lact - whose 

colour is almost always quite indisputably yellow, only 

rarely deep cream, and almost never white.)

R. galactinum is a lovely thing, whose large campanulate 

blossoms are often tinged with a very pale wine-red 

wash, displaying an intense crimson blotch deep down 

at the base, and looking vaguely like the old vanilla Dixie 

Cups with the swirl of deep red right in the centre.

R. galactinium

Its large oblong leaves have a dense buff-grey to dark 

fawn indumentum. One of the diagnostic traits of this 

species is its densely tomentose (otherwise described as 

really fuzzy) rather short, fat flower buds.

Although not quite so spectacularly “big leaf” as the 

other members of subsection Falconera such as rex, 

hodgsonii, and basilicum, it has the advantage of being 

slightly hardier, thereby providing a suitably exotic look 

for those gardens too cold for many of the other large-

leaved species.

Originally introduced by Wilson in 1910, it was not re-

introduced until 1989. Until that time all plants grown 

were from Wilson's original collection #4254, or open-

pollinated seedlings, of which Davidian claims the “vast 

majority came true to type”. 

The photo above is one of my favourites from Sichuan 

because it captures so well the feel of the place - tall 

rangy rhododendron trees, dripping with moss and 

moisture, reaching out to grab what light they can. Often 

bent by wind or trauma, none of them were perfect 

specimens but seemed all the more evocative for all that.           

   

 Brenda Macdonald



Letters from Members

to mdeweese@shaw.ca

Only some trees standing!

A few lazy ones lying down.

A  few who have lost their heads.

Many are amputees without limbs.

A couple bowled right over roots and all.

One or two or a bakers dozen arched over so they are 

Taking a bow with forelock to ground.

And showers of tips decorating the grounds.

from Ian Duncan

from Gordon Pirie

The trees were removed  by some great loggers from the 

Duncan area by the name of "South Coast Standing 

Stem".  If you want any of your trees spiral pruned 

these guys are the best. There are tarps covering the 

two gaping holes in the roof and each subsequent storm  

has the potential to shred them and let in the elements. 

The work to stabilize and reconstruct is VERY slow in 

materializing and is totally frustrating...........

from the Glaums at Sooke

We've had another difficult week here. We've got 

another tree threatening to fall on us (roots were lifting 

6" Tuesday afternoon), and we've had another couple of 

power outages. Hope the photos give you some 

impression of what happened.

photos by Gerry Glaum

To all the VRS members whose gardens and/or  homes 

suffered damage from the winds and the heavy snows 

we feel for you.

R. Snow Queen ( R. Chillvienium X White Christmas) 

photo by Bill Gordon

Library Update

by Ellen Wellborn

Many thanks to Joan McMurray for donating her 

gardening library to the VRS.  Joan's books included 

several titles not in our collection as well as duplicate 

copies of out-of-print titles.

The library is open at every meeting, so do come and 

take a look. In addition to Joan's books, we have new 

titles from the summer Timber Press order and a new 

book about New Zealand trees and shrubs brought to

us by Carol Dancer on her recent trip there.



Rhodo Culture

by Bill McMillan

I'd like to continue with a series of notes for those who 

are relatively new to rhododendrons. This month I'll 

describe an organic fertilizer mix and comment on 

moving and planting rhododendrons.

Several years ago, Alan Murray developed an organic 

fertilizer mix that works very well for rhododendrons. It 

has the advantage that it need only be applied once a 

year. Until recently it had the disadvantage that 

components were not always easily found. However, 

components can be purchased from suppliers like 

Buckerfields on Keating Cross road or Bordens 

Mercantile near Quadra and McKenzie. The mix 

consists of 4 parts each of alfalpha meal, canola meal 

and blood meal, plus 2 parts of dolomite, and 1 part 

each of rock phosphate, bone meal, kelp meal, and 

greensand.

Rhododendrons can be planted or moved in the fall, 

winter or early spring provided they are kept moist. 

The ARS prefers the spring for colder areas, which is 

what we have been this year! Well draining soil is a 

must. Soil will compact so planting should be 'high'. 

Either dig a shallow depression or even put the root ball 

on the surface. Then add a ring of humus-rich soil or 

compost around the periphery. Add successive rings of 

mulch each year to produce a large flat root ball. Slope 

the mulch so water will run off it into the root ball. If 

you are planting a rhododendron that has been in a pot, 

soak the root ball well, then spread the roots so they 

make good contact with the soil. If you do not spread 

them  (it may take fairly drastic measures to do so) then 

roots of pot-bound plants will tend to maintain the 

shape of the pot and, from my experience, the plant will 

be sickly or die.

Bargain Table

Please bring a plant or two for the bargain table  and 

also rhododendrons for the Raffle. Please identify who 

grew them. Carol and Keiko want you to know that 

your contributions are greatly appreciated.

VRS Show and Sale

This year our annual fund raising Show and Sale will be 

April 28th with set-up April 27th. Volunteer sign-up 

sheets will be circulated at both the February and March 

meetings. 

VRS 2007 SHOW and PLANT SALE

Mark your calendar

 

SET-UP: APRIL 27, 2007

SHOW: APRIL 28, 2007

Please volunteer to help make it a great 

show !

EMILY CARR HOUSE FUNDRAISER

We are pleased to announce an EXCLUSIVE limited 

edition fundraiser introducing the brand new 2007 

Canadian Artists Series 'Emily Carr' Rose to 

Victoria residents. 

We will be donating all profits to the Emily Carr House, 

in tribute to one of Canada's leading artists.  You can 

support your local community by purchasing this 

commemorative Emily Carr rose.

These commemorative roses will come in 3-gallon pots 

at a price of $30 (including taxes) and can be pre-

ordered by phone at (250) 272–0712 or online by 

visiting www.thegarden.ca or www.adamsons.ca 

(click on the Emily Carr Photo to proceed to the order 

form).  

Your order can then be picked up on Saturday January 

27th between 10am – 3pm at:

The Emily Carr House

207 Government St.

Victoria, B.C.

Please forward this message to members of the Victoria 

Rhododendron Society to invite them to participate in 

this EXCLUSIVE fundraiser!

Thank you,    

Commemoration Co.


