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A PERSONAL NOTE

We are a group of people from all walks of life whose common interest is 
growing rhododendrons. Our purpose is to share information, learn from 
one another and enjoy the friendship of having a common purpose. To that 
point, in the last many years, we have convened three ARS 
Conventions….1989…2005 and 2015.

The conventions have taught us the importance of working together.  These 
learning experiences have provided a closeness and understanding of the 
importance of each person’s contribution to a larger cause. We have grown 
together and allowed new ideas and different ways of doing and thinking to 
emerge.

To take stock of our growing together is very evident. We  hold separate 
propagating meetings.  We have several members growing cuttings for the 
advancement of our club. Members have travelled to the US to bring the 
rhododendrons from the Barlup garden. People have opened their gardens  
for tours, picnics, taking cuttings and plant sales. People are writing articles 
for our further learning. Others act as photographers for club events. Some 
are storing plants to be planted in the spring at the Esquimalt Gorge Park. 
Others have initiated and advanced the Norm Todd growing on area, where 
volunteers work weekly, providing a hands-on learning experiences.

Our latest ventures are two-fold. One is the Barlup Legacy Garden at 
Esquimalt Gorge Park. The second large undertaking is the Norm Todd 
growing  on area in the grounds the Horticultural Center of the Pacific. 
Caring and sharing is very evident. Sometimes this is forgotten as we go 
about our daily living.

This newsletter is written within this framework.   Lois Blackmore
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COVID 19 continues to plague our society. With
such restrictions in place, and with the uncertainty of 
weather conditions, this is a reminder that December 
and January meetings are cancelled.

Linda is taking a break from producing our 
newsletter. I am giving it a try with a new 
format for December and January. Because 
of my limited skills on WORD, I am using 
POWER POINT as my framework. I also 
work on a Mac. The new format is very 
different. Please provide feedback to any 
board member about whether this is an 
acceptable alternative.

This is a beautiful photo of Transit Gold, 
created by Stuart Holland. Our current logo 
is a representative of this plant. I would like 
to use this photo in our newsletter as a way 
of honoring his contribution from many 
years ago. It is in keeping with our history.

WE ARE BADLY IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS

All of us enjoy the friendship and the social 
aspects of our society. It is important to 
remember we are all volunteers. We are 
needing some new faces on our board to 
bring new ideas and new energy to our 
association. The board rules regarding 
board members is that even if one had 
served previously, one can still sit on the 
board. If you are willing to give an extra 
hour of your time once per month, please 
let Brenda know before the March AGM.
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President’s Message

It turns out that our decision to cancel our annual 
Christmas potluck was right.  We have turned a corner on 
this ongoing pandemic, but in the wrong direction. WhenI
first heard about it in January, it never occurred to me 
that we would be dealing with this twelve months later. 
Our board meetings have been virtual, but not 
unproductive. We now have a draft website, just needing 
review and additions.

Esquimalt Parks and Recreation have prepared the site for the Barlup
Garden signage and this project will be completed by the spring of 2021.

On November 18, many members tuned in to a presentation by Steve Hootman of 
the RSF. There were 94 participants in total. This format provides the opportunity 
of bringing speakers to us from far away locations. One can access this program on 
the MARS website or link to :https://youtu.be/p3vPPQmA 1cM

Thanks to those who have renewed their membership. It helps keep our club on an 
even keel. Please send renewals in by the end of November.

Ken and Madeleine Webb, our go to plant propagation/sales team have suggested
we might try an on-line sale for our chapter members only. I think this may be 
doable. We would need a listing of available plants, adding color, size of pot, age of 
specimen, and price. This information would be sent to members. Those interested 
could let me know and we could arrange payment (cash or cheque only). 
Collection of plants would be in 2021.

I would be remiss if I did not mention the fact that this newsletter is the first from 
Lois Blackmore. Newsletter construction and publishing is an onerous and, 
sometimes thankless job. Linda Gilmore, who has managed so well for so many 
years deserves a rest as well as our heartfelt gratitude.
Stay healthy, stay safe…                                                     Merry Christmas to all…
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IN MEMORIAM

We are saddened to announce the death 
of our friend and benefactor Jim Barlup.

Jim was diagnosed with lung cancer in 
mid May and had been in hospice care 
since mid September.

Jim was a wonderful friend to us and to 
our club, leaving so much material and 
so many memories of happy times 
together. Jim is survived by his wife of 
many years, Judy. He will be missed.

Roy and Lois Blackmore

Rhododendron JIM BARLUP

“Named for Jim Barlup, an extremely 
generous man, who has done so much 
for the rhododendron world. It came 
from  one of his creations  Fire Rim by 
Le’Engin. It has been tested tetraploid.”

Created and named by Marc Columbel

It is with gratitude that 
the 

Victoria Rhododendron 
Society has received this 
information on behalf of

our benefactor
JIM BARLUP.

In 2021, our society will 
receive cuttings for 
growing on. We are 

grateful for this honor. 
This special 

rhododendron will be 
placed in the Jim Barlup
Garden at the Esquimalt 

Gorge Park.
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JIM BARLUP
1933-2020

Hybridizer extraordinaire, artist,
gentleman, photographer, scientist, 
rhododendron specialist, veteran, 
philanthropist to many public 
gardens, donator of cuttings, seeds 
and information to anyone who 
asked, husband and friend to many. 
These words which describe Jim could 
never replace this wonderful human 
being.

The Victoria Rhododendron Society presented 
Jim and Judy with an honorary lifetime membership in the 

Victoria Rhododendron Society.
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Jimmy Jones was born on September 
13, 1933 in Carthage, MO. He was 
adopted on the day of his birth. Shortly 
after he turned 6, and because of family 
issues, he was given to his mother’s 
sister, where he was made to sleep in 
the barn. After this was known, he
arrived in foster care. He lived with 
many families during that time. At the 
age of 10, he was adopted by the 
Barlup’s.  They lived on a desolated 
wheat ranch where, at the age of 12, 
Jim drove the loaded wheat trucks from 
the family farm to the grain elevators. 

In 1946, his family moved from the 
Midwest to a smaller farm in 
Pennsylvania. It was near Gettysburg, 
PA that he met Judy Cassels and they 
were married in 1953. It was during the 
Korean War that Jim was drafted into 
the US Army. Although he was slated 
for overseas duty, his commanding 
officer requested he remain in the US 
because of his efficient typing and 
organizational skills. He was stationed 
in Washington state where he fell in 
love with the Westcoast.

Jim and Judy on their 60th Anniversary

In 1958, Jim and Judy moved to 
Santa Barbara, where Jim went to 
Photography School, earning his 
BFA. He became a photographer 
for the Saturday Evening  Post and 
an excellent color technician. He 
was hired by the Beach Boys to 
photograph their first live album. 
In 1966, they moved to Seattle so
that Judy could pursue a Masters 
Degree at U of W.
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Most people do not know that Jim was a mountain 
climber as well as a hybridizer, scaling Mt. Rainier 
twice. Both he and Judy were outdoor enthusiasts, 
camping in mountains, desserts and travelling to far off 
places to seek new adventures. In their middle years, 
they were world travelers, visiting every continent 
from north to south.

It was when after 
purchasing a Seattle home 
and it was time to 
landscape that Jim realized 
there were no orange 
rhododendrons.

A visit to Wells Medina 
Nursery was about to 
change his life for the next 
45 years. 

With the eye of a 
photographer, Jim set 
about trying to develop an 
Orange rhododendron. 
Thus began many years of 
reading and research, 
experimentation and 
patience.

Jim also spent much time at the U of W Arboretum 
photographing the abundance of rhododendrons on 
campus. All this happening after moving to the west 
coast.

Carol’s Candy

Dancing Embers

Tangerine Charm

Sandstone
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To say that Jim was a “rhodoholic” 
would be an understatement. Anyone 
who stayed at the Barlup residence and 
woke up early, would look out only to 
see Jim in his pajamas, housecoat, 
wearing slippers, holding a cup of 
coffee and looking carefully at his 
rhododendrons.

One time, Ken Webb got up early and 
looked out to see Jim in this attire, 
adding a toque on his head as it was a 
chilly morning. Ken thought a homeless 
person was there for a visit.

Jim was meticulous about
keeping the quality of his work. The 
above plants did not meet the 
standards he set for himself and 
these plants were chopped up and 
discarded.

One of the many, many beds 
at his home in Bellevue
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The Barlup/Blackmore friendship 
became more personal when after 
arriving home from Denmark in the 
September of 2011, Jim had a stroke. 
Much of his ability in the use of personal 
communication skills were affected. As 
part of his therapy, he was to have 
written and oral communications with a 
friend. He became a willing participant 
as teacher, and I became an interested 
student. We would email or phone often. 
These communications continued until 
his passing.

Many visits were made to Bellevue to take cuttings and bring back plants to Victoria.
Soon others were visiting Bellevue.  Ken and Madeleine Webb and Tony and Carolyn 
Marquardt became part of the propagation team. Within a few years, the Victoria 
Rhododendron Society became the place to buy Barlup hybrids. Most of Jim’s plants 
are not available in the commercial market.
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ARS GOLD MEDAL 2004

ARS PIONEER ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD 2018

JIM AT 16
JIM IN HIS 80’S

“CHAMPAGNE LACE”
The official rhododendron

Town of Sidney B.C. 
2015

ACCOLADES
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We even The Nurse Log

As some of you know our property is more rural than urban, and i
old stumps and fallen logs from the time of, and even prior to, the 
building of the house in 1994. We even have remnants of a couple 
of the original logging stumps with the spring-board notches still 
showing.

THE NURSE LOG

As some of you know our 
property is more rural than 
urban, and it contains a number 
of old stumps and fallen logs 
from the time of, and even prior 
to, the building of our house in 
1994. We even have remnants 
of a couple of the original 
logging stumps with the spring-
board notches still showing.

Rotten logs happen to provide a near-perfect home for fussy rhododendrons. The 
spongy wood is moisture retentive but free-draining - you never find a puddle of 
water on top of a decayed stump.

Being one of life’s more vertically challenged individuals, I tend to gravitate towards 
the small-leaved, small-statured rhododendrons, best appreciated up close and 
personal, such as R. campylogynum, R. dendrocharis, and R. petrocharis, and many 
of these grow as epiphytes in their natural habitats. Our garden does not provide 
suitable tree crotches in the remaining predominately coniferous habitat, but old 
stumps serve just as well. 

Nurse logs  also provide a welcoming 
habitat for some of the more tender 
members of Edgeworthia and 
Maddenia - welcome sources of 
fragrance in the garden.

It turns out that decomposing logs 
and stumps also provide the ideal 
environment for seedlings. In front of 
our upright dendrocharis stump we 
planted R. lutescens for its very early 
yellow flowers, vibrant red new 
growth and lovely fall foliage.

R.lutescens

Brenda Macdonald

dendrocharis
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Keeping in mind that all good gardening partnerships represent an equitable 
division of labour, one of my more enjoyable and Zen-like tasks is weeding the 
stumps. Actually, I quite like it. The weeds (with the possible exception of salal
snaking up from the ground) are easy to pull out. It is a finite area, and the 
results are immediately visible and enjoyable. 

I was weeding the dendrocharis stump where there was an annoying number 
of weeds, when I suddenly realized that what I was removing were 
rhododendron seedlings. There were literally hundreds of tiny rhododendrons 
nestled in the mossy side of the stump, protected from drying out by the 
shade of the existing parent rhododendrons.

We are still not quite sure what they are. The leaves look a little shiny and 
substantial for lutescens, but rather more tapered at the end than concinnum. 
A hybrid is a possibility, but unlikley as they blossom at different times

.

Interestingly, our lutescens was plucked from a nurse log a number of  years ago 
from the Lion’s Bay garden of long-time rhodophile Joe Ronseley. 

We have given away a number of these seedlings and potted up too many ourselves. 
But like all good rhododendron propagation projects we now patiently wait to see 
what happens when they finally bloom

R. concinnum Seedlingss
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THE STORY OF THE BARLUP LEGACY GARDEN  

In 2003, Roy and I attended our first ARS Convention together in Olympia, WA. 
Although I knew something about rhododendrons, I was not particularly 
interested in gathering further information and did not attend any sessions. 
However, I did attend the plant sale where I purchased 5 very small year-old 
cuttings. Little did I know how those plants would change my life forever.

PALOUSE

LIGHT YEARS LOON’S CALL

WINDSONG

RECITAL

It was the beginning of a friendship 
that would last many years, would 
involve a myriad of friends and 
colleagues and lead to a long-lasting 
impact on the Victoria Rhododendron 
Society.
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Calvin Parsons approached the Esquimalt Parks 
and Recreation to see whether they were 
interested in establishing a rhododendron garden at 
the Esquimalt Gorge Park.  The answer was a 
resounding YES! This answer created an ongoing 
project for the Victoria Rhododendron Society.

MOVING FORWARD
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THE FIRST PLANTING IN THE SPRING OF 2018
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A SECOND 
PLANTING IN 
THE FALL OF 
THAT YEAR
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Our November speaker more than measured up to our 
expectations. Jeff De Jong presented a somewhat humorous 
and informative talk on the perennials people may have in 
their rhododendron gardens. It was called “BEAUTY AND THE  
BEASTS”.  He showed beautiful and somewhat rare understory 
plants. He also added some very tall plants that would fit 
nicely into anyone’s rhododendron garden. It was a lively and 
and fun filled evening. Thanks to Nadine Minkler, we have 
some photos for your viewing.
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Calvin has 26 
rhododendrons 
for the Barlup
Garden in the 
spring

Ken more than $500 
to the club from their 
fall plant sale

Do not to forget 
to donate to the 
Mustard Seed or 
another Food 
Bank on our 
behalf

Frank Buffam has 
agreed to become a 
member-at-large at 
our March 2021
general meeting 

There were 30
attendees at our last
meeting. They were split 
approximately 50/50 
between in person and 
ZOOM

Five Sunblaster Kits 
have been ordered.

The signage for the Barlup Garden at Esquimalt Gorge Park has been approved. It 
will consist of three blasted rocks representing the sky, the earth and the sea. 
The large rock will have this message. A LEGACY GARDEN Rhododendrons have 
been donated by THE VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY in honor of the 
world-renowned rhododendron hybridizer JIM BARLUP
In keeping with the Japanese theme of the gardens the word rhododendron in 
Japanese script will be added below the English wording.

 

D

Dues are 
needed before 
the end of 
November

We are looking

Denmark is establishing a Jim 
Barlup Memorial Garden. Their 
group is asking for help by 
sending cuttings to them. We 
need help with this project.
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During these winter months, please send anything in bloom to loisjblackmore@gmail.com

.

WHAT’S IN BLOOM

R. flavidum

In the Parson Garden

Yellow Hammer
Christmas Cheer

Oregon GrapeIn the Buffam Garden

Command Performance
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During these winter months, please send anything in bloom to loisjblackmore@gmail.com

.

WHAT’S IN BLOOM

Coral Dawn

Amber Peach

In the Barlup Garden at the Gorge

Tangerine Charm

Sun Silk
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During these winter months, please send anything in bloom to loisjblackmore@gmail.com

WHAT’S IN BLOOM

R. bureavii “Slim Barret” Lee’s  Scarlet

In the Ferrie Garden In the  Massa Garden

Yellow Hammer Medusa
In the Massa Garden
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.During these winter months, please send anything in bloom to loisjblackmore@gmail.com

WHAT’S IN BLOOM

Rosamundi Christmas Cheer
In the Blackmore Garden

Transit Gold
In the Massa Garden

Unknown R. bureavii from Gibson Garden
In the Gordon Garden



Victoria December 2020

During these winter months, please send anything in bloom to loisjblackmore@gmail.com

WHAT’S IN BLOOM

Yellow Hammer Medusa

R. nobleanum? Rothschild Exbury hybrid?

In the Buffam Garden



HOW TO GROW 
SEEDLINGS 

UNDER LIGHTS

1. Place seed in a clear plastic box with no holes, using 60% damp peat moss and 40% 
perlite. Do not cover seed. Use 1 cool white bulb and 1 Grolux bulb 14 hours per day. 
Mist daily, with daytime temperature between 68 - 70 degrees.
If mold appears, remove with toothpick.

2. Transplant after first true set of leaves appear.  Use a plastic container with drainage 
holes.  Medium: 1/3 compost, 1/3 damp moss, 1/3 perlite. Lift seedlings carefully using 
your fingers and a toothpick. Place 1” apart. Using an eyedropper place diluted fish 
fertilizer 1/5 strength into each seedling.

3. When leaves begin to touch, transplant into fresh medium (#2) 8-10 seedlings in a 
cut-off plastic milk jug. Apply diluted fish fertilizer, but do not soak. In spring, and after 
frost place outside in a sheltered area. Mulch. Discard any weak seedlings. Adapted 
from Potomac Valley Newsletter (1985)

A COOL GARDENING TIP… adapted from Ralph J. Zingaro, 
Oyster Bay, New York, 1985

Fall is a wonderful time of the year with cool and crisp 
weather. What could be a better time to nourish and 
strengthen your plants for next year. Nitrogen supports 
leaf growth, while phosphorus aids in the development of 
a strong root system. This combination works well in 
colder climates. In Victoria however, we have a more 
Mediterranean climate with drying winds and occasional 
frosts. It is suggested that an application of  2 – 20 - 10 
would be a better solution, as there is less nitrogen and 
more emphasis on phosphorus, potassium and sulfur. The 
sulfur will green up the plants without forcing late leaf 
growth, and phosphorus and potassium will strengthen  
the root system. 
Thanks to Bob Bovee, ARS Journal 1985

Victoria Rhododendron Society  December 
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Enjoy the bright colors of 
the autumn. They are a 

light when night falls more 
rapidly.

AUTUMN 
COLORS

The Ian Duncan 
and Anne Allen 
Garden


