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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

As your new president, I would like to thank all
members of the board who are continuing 
their service and the past board members who 
are stepping down. I welcome new volunteers 
and would be remiss if I did not thank Brenda 
for her service and her continuing support on 
my behalf. I welcome concerns, ideas and 
suggestions that can be communicated to any 
board member.

We have seen the “ides of March” weather 
wise In the garden. However, some 
rhododendrons are showing bud color between 
the flower bracts and vegetative growth buds 
are swelling. My plants have received two shots 
of fish fertilizer. I noticed that the big leaf 
rhododendrons at Finnerty Gardens are coming 
into bloom as I went to get pollen from R. 
macabeanum. 

In propagating news, the plants at the Norm 
Todd Propagation Center at the Horticultural 
Center of the Pacific may be ready for selling 
next year. Calvin reports that the plants have 
been fertilized. Our plant sales are coming up. 
Further information about dates and times will 
be sent out soon. I will have some of my 
crosses in the sale and other plants will be 
from local gardens and from gardens up-
island. Please observe COVID protocols with 
distancing and the wearing of masks.

For those who are not familiar with 
me, I am consumed with “what will 
be” in my hybridizing efforts. My 
initial hybridizing began with orchids, 
but for the past 25 years, 
hybridization of rhododendrons has 
become my passion. I am also 
interested in the hybridization of 
daffodils (my wife’s favourite flower). 
For 10 years, I have been trying to 
develops a tuberous begonia with a 
scent.
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The tuberous begonias I work with are the 
Scentiment Series and odorata types. The 
seed is purchased from Blackmore and 
Langdon in the UK. Begonia seed can be 
stored in the refrigerator for many years, but 
not frozen. Rhododendron seed can be 
frozen and still viable. Seed viability 
diminishes over time if the nutrient 
endosperm contains oil rather than starches. 
This begonia seed was sown at Christmas and 
a “chance” seedling is now blooming and has 
a strong peachy spice scent…my first scented 
begonia success. The seeds are progressing 
more quickly than anticipated, with the use 
of a weak 20-20-20  fish fertilizer. I do move 
them outside during the frost-free hours, but 
they are returned to the house at night.

For anyone interested in seed germination, 
Google DENO seed germination. One will find 
a PDF of approximately 250 pages of 
information. It contains much technical 
information for those who are interested in 
this topic.

I will be transplanting my 
rhododendron seedlings as root 
growth will have started with 
warmer soils. Typically, seedlings 
planted in a large pot do rather 
poorly. Shown in the photo are 
seeds from some first bloomers. 
Hopefully, there will be a few 
“keepers” in this planting.

BEGONIAS
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DAFFODILS

Daffodils and rhododendron seeds 
take approximately five or more 
years of growth before developing 
a first flower. I did not fertilize my 
initial seedlings well enough, thus 
delaying their bloom. Modern Art 
is the daffodil I use often as it has 
an orange corona that does not 
sun scald.

Another daffodil that I use is called 
Queen’s Delight, although the 
proper name I believe is British 
Gamble. One can get further 
information on the American 
Daffodil Society called “DaffSeek”.

MY SEEDLINGS FROM OTHER YEARS

MODERN ART

DISTRICT 1 NEWS
Glen Jamieson suggested that District 1 host the 
ARS Spring Convention in 2024 or 2026.

An idea discussed was to create a list of gardens 
containing species and hybrids from which to 
take cuttings for further reproduction. Each 
chapter within District !, would create their own 
master list. Eventually, these would be combined 
into a master list. Issues arising from this idea 
included: ongoing development of taxonomic 
revisions and the continual updating over time.

The continuation of ZOOM meetings was 
discussed. Personal social interaction in an 
important part of our associations. Using ZOOM 
in winter months when weather issues arise may 
become an idea for further discussion. QUEEN’S DELIGHT



Azaleas are often regarded as too common, too easy and are not enough of a challenge to grow.
Although rhododendron lovers admit that azaleas are rhododendrons, they tend to treat them as an inferior minority and not 
equal to, nor worthy of the same degree of affection as rhododendrons. In defense of evergreen azaleas, here is a list of some 

of the most frequently praised azaleas. IDEA FROM QBAR 27

Palestrina
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POLARIS                                      CARMEN.                            CHANTICLEER

PALESTRINA                        HINO CRIMSON                            GLACIER

AMBROSIA                               ROSEBUD.                              GLAMOUR

ZULU                                  EVEREST                               COPPERMAN
VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
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DO AZALEAS HAVE AN INFERIOITY COMPLEX?
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SCARLET WNDER ELIZABETH HOBBIE
JEAN MARIE DE 

MONTAGUE

LEO RUBICON

CARMEN

IF YELLOW IS YOUR COLOUR

NANCY EVANS LEMON DREAM WINDSONG

KAREN TRIPLETT CAPISTRANO WREN

PATTY BEE SONORA SUN MADELEINE’S MELODY

VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTERLETTER APRIL 2021
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USING YELLOW IN YOUR GARDEN
Pure yellow is the most luminous color in the light spectrum. Yellow 
reflects so much light that it acts as a secondary light source. No 
matter what the weather, pure yellow always projects a sunny glow.

Though yellow is highly visible, it is also relatively pale compared to
the more saturated hues of red, orange, blue and violet. To create the
most harmonious color combinations, pair colors that have similar value
which means a similar degree of lightness or darkness.

When tinged with green, these are 
considered cool yellows. Daffodil, 
lemon and primrose describe cool 
yellows. Yellows with hints of red are 
considered warm yellows. Golden rod, 
sunflower and marigold describe the 
warm yellows.

LEMON DREAM

LADY BUG SONORA SUN

SPRING SPIRIT

CHAMPAGNE LACE

SUN SILK

SIMPLY SUNNY MELLOW SUN PECOS DAWN

VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTERLETTER APRIL 2021

Ideas from Longfield Gardens

WIND RIVER
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ALCHEMILLA MOLLIS … KNOWN AS “LADY’S MANTLE” 

Lady’s Mantle is a species of 
flowering plant in the family 
Rosaceae. This herbaceous plant is 
native to southern Europe and is 
grown throughout the world as an 
ornamental garden plant. It grows 
12-18 inches tall, with leaves that 
have a scalloped and serrated 
margin. The Chartreuse flowers are 
held in dense clusters above the 
foliage. It has received the Royal 
Horticultural  Society’s Ward of 
Merit.

The plant is often grown as ground cover and is valued 
for the appearance of the leaves in wet weather. Water 
beads on the leaves due to their dewetting properties. 
It is commonly used as a groundcover and makes a nice 
edging when kept inbounds.

The critics of mollis suggest the odour is 
similar to skunk cabbage. It spreads readily 
and one must be on guard for these 
spreading tendencies. To prevent such 
spreading, one must cut off the flowers just 
after blooming.  

On the bright side, it will grow in sun or 
shade, has a long growing season and is 
deer resistant. 

When in bloom, it adds to the understory of the 
rhododendron garden. It will thrive in the conditions 
that rhododendrons prefer, moist soil with some 
shade. 

VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTERLETTER APRIL 2021
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SCARLET WONDER ELIZABETH HOBBIE
JEAN MARIE DE 

MONTAGUE

CARMEN

LEO RUBICONFUSILIER

CARMEN VULCANELIZABETH

IF RED IS YOUR COLOUR

VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTERLETTER APRIL 2021
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USING RED IN THE GARDEN
Red is the boldest and most provocative hue on the color wheel. It is 
complementary to green. In gardens where the predominant color is 
green, our eyes experience red at its maximum intensity. Common 
names for true reds include crimson, carmine and fire engine red.

By adding yellow, true red becomes warmer. Names such as vermillion, 
tomato-red, and scarlet are names given to this hue of red. Colors to 
compliment red-orange hues include yellow, lime green, coral and 
burgundy.

When true red is tinged with blue, it 
becomes more complex and subdued. 
These colors have names such as 
burgundy, maroon, ruby, oxblood and 
russet.

HENRY’S RED

TAURUS

BLACK MAGIC

RED JACK

TAURUS

EVERED

LORD ROBERTS

VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTERLETTER APRIL 2021

Ideas from Longfield Gardens
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“Let the fields and the gliding streams
in the valleys delight me

Inglorious, let me court the rivers and 
the forests”. Virgil, Georgics 1

Gardens have been with humanity since 
humans started to settle down and 
cultivate crops. It is almost certain that 
nomadic tribes valued certain fruit trees 
and would likely have “assisted” the 
development of certain trees where 
natural resources were already abundant. 

As early as Alexander the Great, a brisk trade in plants 
was occurring in the Mediterranean area. In the earliest 
days of the Roman Empire, the Silk Road was already 
ancient. This may explain the introduction of cultivated 
forms of peony and rose from as far away as China. 
Although there is evidence that wild native forms of 
these plants were grown in the Mediterranian area, it is 
assumed the more refined varieties originated in China. 

These fruit trees would have been cared for and eventually propagated by seed to increase and ensure a 
continuing supply. Eventually the seeds would spread across the migration routes of the early nomadic 
people. It is therefore not unreasonable that ‘gardens’ predate both settlements and civilization.

ALEXANDER THE GREAT

The ancient 
gardens of 
China believed 
that humanity 
was not above 
nature, but 
merely a part 
of it. Classical 
Chinese 
Gardens meant 
that the 
landscape was 
a reflection of 
the natural 
world, rather 
than a rigid 
design imposed 
upon the 
landscape.

The philosopher and teacher Aristotle wrote several exhaustive 
works on all the known plants and animals in his day. 
Theophrastus, his pupil condensed these works into a 450-page 
summary. 

Although the originals were lost, the summary survived to become 
one of the great reference works influencing naturalists and 
scientists for centuries.

Aristotle 384 BC – 322 BC

PLANT EXPLORERS … IN THE BEGINNING
Ideas from PlantExploreres.com
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IF PURPLE IS YOUR COLOUR

PURPLE  PASSION

ANAH KRUSCHKE

PLUM WILD PURPLE SPLENDOR JESSICA GUSTAVSON

WILD PLUMMORRIE’S SONG

ABE ARNOTT LEE’S DARK PURPLE

VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTERLETTER APRIL 2021
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USING PURPLE IN THE GARDEN
Purple is often associated with royalty, spirituality, serenity and
knowledge. True purple is a balanced combination of red and blue.

Purple can be bold and dramatic or quiet and restful, depending on 
its value, tone and shade.

To accentuate the power of purple, pair it with yellow, its 
complementary color. When positioned side-by-side, they vibrate 
with energy, 

Blue-purples are a cool color and add weight to the garden. Viewed 
from afar, blue-purple flowers tend to recede.

Red-purples are warm, vibrant and energetic. 
These red-purple flowers are useful for adding 
drama to the garden and often help weave 
other colors together.

HOLLI’S HOPE

BLUE TANGO

VIOLET MIST

WILD BERRY VIOLET MAGIC

Ideas from Longfield Gardens
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WHAT ARE PLANT EXPLORERS?
People who are plant explorers are different from plant hunters in that their goal is discovery as opposed to 
acquisition. Explorers today may be botanists, photographers or painters. Is it possible for rhododendron lovers 
to be a combination of both hunter and explorer? We travel to the ends of the earth to purchase a particular 
hybrid or species; we visit botanical gardens when given the chance; and we gather with like-minded people who 
have the same interest as us. Yet we are always on the lookout for another plant to be placed in our gardens. We 
are both explorers and hunters ... we collect rhododendrons and we have a real love of nature and plants.

In the beginning, Botany was merely a branch of 
medicine and was practiced almost exclusively by 
doctors and surgeons. However, this was also a 
time when the world was opening to the concept 
of scientific discovery. The defining individual of his 
age would be Carl Linnaeus.

Carl Linnaeus was a Swedish scientist who laid the 
foundation for the modern scheme of taxonomy. He 
was first to frame the principles for defining natural 
genera and species of organisms.

R. sinogrande

ERICACEAE

RHODODENDRON

R. sinogrande

TAXONOMY OF PLANTS

Ideas from PlantExplorere.com

LINNAEUS

USING RHODODENDRONS AS 
AN EXAMPLE
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IF ORANGE IS YOUR COLOUR

FABIA
TREWITHIN

ORANGE WILD 
GINGER

TANGERINE 
CHARM ORANGE PRELUDE ORANGE AMBER

HONEY GOLD VELVET DREAMS SASSY ORANGE

VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
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USING ORANGE IN THE GARDEN
Orange is a color that is fun, playful, happy and outgoing. It is 
warm, vibrant, lively and energetic. It is a secondary color, being a 
combination of red and yellow. 

With a color this intense, using too much can be overwhelming. 
However, when used effectively, orange brings out its best 
qualities to a garden and will elevate it in every way.

Orange grabs your eyes and holds your attention. In the 
landscape, orange tricks your eyes and seems to being the flower 
closer you.

Tints and shades are lighter than full 
strength orange. Names such as creamsicle, 
peach and cantaloupe are the lighter 
shades of orange. Darker shades include 
names such as terra cotta and butterscotch. 
Blue and yellow are good companion colors 
for orange.

CORAL DANCER

SANDSTONE

CAROL’S CANDY

CORAL BLOSSOM

CINNAROSE

Ideas from Longfield Gardens
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PLANT EXPLORERS … THE WARDIAN AGE … WELL KNOWN EXPLORERS
Ideas from PlantExplorers.com

The Wardian Age is 
defined by a simple 
invention that would 
allow for the
transportation of the 
most delicate plant 
specimens for scientific 
examination and to 
enhance the collections 
of the wealthy.

It was an invention that would 
also allow the establishment of 
the tea industry in India, the 
rubber industry of South East 
Asia and the establishment of 
banana, coffee, citrus, cocoa, 
and vanilla plantations 
throughout the world’s tropical 
regions, changing the planet 
forever. It was the Wardian Case 
or as we know it…the terrarium.

FRANK KINGDON-WARD JOSEPH HOOKER

WARDIAN CASE

GEORGE FORREST

ROBERT FORTUNE WILLIAM HOOKER

PERE DAVID PERE DELAVAY

JOSEPH BANKS

PERE FARGES
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IF PINK IS YOUR COLOUR

SWEET TALK ALWAYS APRIL ELEGANT TOUCH

COMMAND 
PERFORMANCE 1000 BUTTERFLIES R. DECORUM

BOW BELLS ALBERT 
SCHWEITZER

YOUR MOVE

VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
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USING PINK IN THE GARDEN
Pink is a color that can enhance any garden. It is simply a pale 
version of the color red. If adding white, one gets a tint, while 
adding black, one gets a shade. Adding both black and white, one 
gets a tone.

Warm pinks have names such as coral, peach, salmon and 
strawberry. These colors occur when yellow is added. Cool pinks 
include bubblegum, carnation, fuschia and orchid pink. These 
colors come from adding blue to true pink.

Cool pinks can be paired with burgundy, violet 
and purple. For a more vibrant look, pair with 
oranges and yellows. Cool pink goes well with 
its complementary color lime green.

DRIFTING DREAMS

MOE’S JOURNEY

PEGGIE ROBERTS CLARET MIST

CORAL MIST

CORAL MIST

BARB BLENKENSHIP

Ideas from Longfield Gardens
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The 20th CENTURY…the adventure is growing
Ideas from PlantExplorers.com

“’”We may well wonder whether there can be any new plant left to be 
introduced, so great is the variety we possess, and so far afield have 

collectors searched.”  Frank Kingdon-Ward, 1930

The 20th Century was an age of 
great growth, but of great 
destruction as well. Just when 
humanity began to truly believe 
that we understood the natural 
world, we also failed to notice 
that this world was slipping away.

Still, new plants were waiting to 
be discovered, yet many more 
would disappear. Frank N. Meyer 
found seemingly endless miles of 
barren ground and dry river-beds 
where once stood mighty forests 
of China. E.H. Wilson travelled 
thousands of miles to locate a 
single known specimen of tree,  
(Davidia involucrata) the 
legendary Dove Tree. What he 
found was that a house had 
replaced this unusual specimen. 
The disappearing plant materials 
were beginning to be noticed 
around the world.

FRANK N. MEYER

E. H. WILSON

DOVE TREE

In North America, it was the 
spectacle of the vanishing tall 
grasses of the prairies that 
was being noticed. In South 
America, Africa and Asia, it 
was the rapidly disappearing 
rainforests. These trends are 
continuing into the 21st

Century.

THE ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS AT KEW

The original garden at Kew was an 11-acre 
pleasure garden where members of the Royal 
Family maintained residences. George III 
loved gardens and resided there for much of 
the week. He sought the best gardeners and 
designers to improve the grounds and 
buildings.

Joseph Banks, recently returned from a 
voyage with Captain Cook, captured the 
interest of Queen Charlotte, and soon 
became  director of Gardening. Capability 
Brown was hired to remove all traces of 
formality and established a rolling lawn, lakes 
and placed clumps of trees landscape.

JOSEPH BANKS CAPABILITY 
BROWN
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IF WHITE IS YOUR COLOUR

PORCELEIN PROMISE SACHET CASSIE

LODERI KING 
GEORGE

CUNNINGHAM’S 
WHITE

BOULE DE NEIGE

R . MACRONULATUM

R. DECORUM CHINOIDES

VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
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USING WHITE IN THE GARDEN
Although white is not considered a color, it is an exciting design element in 
the garden. One uses white as a design tool to create mood and style. Cool 
whites have a tint of blue, while warm whites come with a tint of pink or 
yellow.

In garden design, white can be used to influence how we feel in a certain 
space. All white flowers make the garden chic and elegant. They also 
portray a feeling of calm and quiet.

White flowers need to be partnered 
with foliage to look their best. In 
contrast with a rich green background, 
white flowers provide a crisp and 
ethereal magic.

ARCTIC MORN

CASSIE

JUDY JUDY JUDY

POWDER SNOW

SO SWEET

WHITE CINNAMON

EARLY WINTERS
ICE BALLET

ICE PRISM

Ideas from Longfield Gardens



VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTERLETTER APRIL 2021 26

SOME OF THE EARLY BOTANICAL ARTISTS
Ideas from PlantExplorers.com

WALTER HOOD FITCH
1817-1892

Walter Hood Fitch was one of the most 
productive and talented botanical artists of the
Victorian era. He began as a calico cloth 

apprentice in 1817 and worked with design, 
plus engraving. William Hooker was looking for 
a competent botanical artist who could 
produce lithographs for his magazine. Fitch 
stood out amongst the apprentices and was 
soon producing botanical prints for Professor 
Hooker. After 1841, Fitch became the sole 
artist for publications issued by Kew.

MARIANNE NORTH
1820-1890 Marianne North, born into a wealthy family was a self-

taught artist. She funded her own expeditions and 
travelled to the far corners of the world to find her 
subjects. She often travelled with her father throughout 
Europe and the Middle East while he was doing 
business. Her first journey alone was via Jamaica to the 
United States and Canada. Her second journey took her 
to the jungles of Brazil. In 1879, she wrote to Sir Joseph 
Hooker offering her collected works, along with a 
building to house visitors to the garden a place to rest. 
Kew gained one one of its most enduring treasures - The 
Marianne North Gallery.

FRANZ BAUER
1758-1840

For 40 years, Franz Bauer illustrated the newly 
discovered plants from around the world that were 
introduced to England via Kew. They were grown 
and studied for the first time in a scientific manner. 
His early preference was to use watercolor to 
complete all illustrations. Plant anatomy was 
thought to be crucial to the understanding and 
identification of plant species. He became a highly 
skilled botanic illustrator creating very detailed 
illustrations of the anatomical structure of a plant 
using plant dissections and microscopes. He is 
thought to have used a newly developed camera 
Lucida to help him make very accurate drawings.
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IF BLUE IS YOUR COLOR

ELECTRA CRATER LAKE BARTO BLUE

BLUE DIAMOND BOB’S BLUE

BLUE BARON BLUE TIT BLANEY’S BLUE

GRISTEDE
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USING BLUE IN THE GARDEN
Ideas from Longfield Gardens

Blue has always held a special place in the art, textile and jewelry 
fields. From lapis lazuli to ultramarine, cobalt to cerulean, blue has 
been used to represent the qualities of truth, humility, purity, 
faithfulness and heaven.

Gardeners find it hard to resist the allure of blue flowers. 
Delphiniums, lobelia, muscari, hydrangeas, plumbago, or morning 
glories…we crave them all.

Though blue flowers are uncommon, blue is everywhere. On sunny days we see the sky overhead. In the 
landscape there are lakes and streams, ponds and rivers, and even glaciers echo a thousand shades of blue.

Blue is one of the primary colors. Blue is a low color temperature. We experience blue hues as cool and calm, 
soothing and relaxing, Cool blues recede. When placed with red or yellow, blue is accentuated.

In the rhododendron world, there are no “true” blue rhododendrons. Rhododendron augustinii, whether species 
or hybrid, true blue does not really exist. Yet, blue tones and shades are found within the genus. Many examples 
of “blue” rhododendrons have  a red ‘tint’ within their structure. A full-grown and in full-bloom Augustinii
demand one’s attention within any garden.

AUGUSTINII TRUE BLUE

ILAM VIOLET

AUGUSTINII
CERULEAN MIST

AUGUSTINIi
BERGIE
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BUDDLEIA PHLOX

ECHINACEA

LANTANA

POT MARIGOLDS
BLACK-EYED 

SUSAN

LIATRISHELIOTROPELAVENDER

ASTER SEA HOLLY HOLLYHOCK

PLANT THESE FOR BUTTERFLIES




