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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
The November weather has been a bit
unusual with extra strong windy
conditions, sweeping color from the
deciduous trees and leaving us to
admire the evergreens and, especially
the rhododendron foliage. Some
rhododendrons are sending out new
leaves to replace those lost in the heat
dome of late June. We are hoping they
will be able to harden off before the
onset of freezing weather. The midmonth deluge of rain was very
damaging. Many areas received
flooding waters that filled yards, and
for some, homes and basements as
well.

It is most enjoyable to see the berry
color on the orange and red
pyracanthas, the blue-hued berries of
viburnum and the Beauty Bush and the
white of the native snowberry. The
Holly trees with their bunches of red
berries await Christmas and become a
feast for birds in late winter.
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The fall flowering cyclamens are finished
flowering and new leaves in a multitude of
shapes, colors and patterns are emerging from
both the spring and fall flowering specimens.

The rooted cuttings are growing
well at the HCP, with some
budding up for the first time. The
Gardens at the Mary Winspear
Center and at the Barlup Legacy
Gardens have survived the
summer heat wave and continue
to flourish.

The rhododendron flower buds
are bulking up slowly to give us
the beautiful spring flowering
season. The diversity of
rhododendron habits, bark and
leaf structures adds beauty to
the garden throughout the year
and are especially noticeable in
the winter garden.

For December and January, ZOOM
meetings will be the order of the
day because of the continuing
Covid 19 situation. Let us hope
the spring will bring an end to the
crisis so that pre-pandemic
activities can resume.
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HOW RHODODENDRONS ARE BEING SAVED FROM
DESTRUCTION
The work of the Rainforest Trust

Known as the “Rhododendron Capital of the
Himalayas”, Nepal’s Tinjure-Milkhe-Jaljale Forest
complex contains 28 of 32 species of
rhododendrons found within the country.
There are more than 33 lakes, 13 watersheds, 30
mammal species, 274 bird species and 832 species
of flowering plants contained within the TMK
forest.
Nepal, a least developed country with pervasive
rural property and unemployment, is currently
undergoing rapid development that includes
construction of new road networks and
urbanization. The road construction is often
haphazard and in some cases the cost of this has
been the inadvertent destruction of many sensitive
habitats.
There is a high degree of endemic plants that are
used for medicinal purposes and the
Nepalese government has prioritized these forests
for further plant research.
There are 500 households partially or totally
dependent on these forests which are endowed
with a variety of rhododendron species. Most local
people practice grazing or eco-tourism as a source
of income.

Haphazard road construction is known in
eastern Nepal as “Dozer Terror”. Lack of clear
boundaries has left the area’s forests and
wetlands vulnerable to stone and gravel
extraction as well as urban development.
Plants in this fragile landscape are also
susceptible to deforestation for firewood and
cattle grazing.
With our partner, KTK-BELT, Rainforest Trust
has made a strategic purchase of 153 acres
that directly links the existing forests,
grasslands and wetlands, diverting road
construction from highly sensitive regions.
Outreach with the families who live near the
reserve is ongoing to ensure sustainable
resource use for agriculture and animal
husbandry. Signs explaining the conservation
values have been posted and forest rangers
are being hired from local communities to
patrol for poachers.
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DID YOU KNOW THIS ABOUT DECEMBER…
December is the last month in the modern-day Gregorian calendar as it was in the
preceding Julian calendar
Originally December consisted of 30 days, until January and February were
added around 700 BC and December was shortened to 29 days. In the
subsequent Julian calendar, two days were added to make December 31 days

December 6 is Saint Nicholas Day. Saint Nicholas is the patron saint of children
December 10 marks the beginning of Hanukkah, an 8 day Jewish festival of
lights, beginning at sundown on the 10th and ending at sundown on the 18th
Poinsettia, amaryllis and Christmas cactus are the December holiday plants
The tradition of Christmas trees dates back to the ancient Egyptians and Romans
who decorated evergreen trees during the winter solstice signifying spring would
return
The Winter Solstice, (aka Yule) is one of the oldest winter celebrations in the world. It marks the
first day of winter
December’s flower is the narcissus or holly

Candles on the Christmas tree represent the light of the world, the star at the top represents
the first Christmas night and candy canes represent the shepherds’ canes
An ancient legend states that forest animals can speak in human language on
Christmas eve

Sir Francis Drake set sail from England on December 13, 1577, leading a voyage around
the world
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AN AMATEUR’S WAY WITH RHODODENDRON
CUTTINGS
Adapted from JARSv45n2
Rhododendrons are a fascinating genus whose
attractions may easily reach the stage of obsession.
To the addict, the fact that it may take up to 15
years to flower means nothing, to the avid
“rhodophytes” who want to increase their
collection of plants.

Most gardeners know that the two essentials for
rooting any plant are an even temperature and a
constant humidity. It is the achievement and
maintenance of these conditions which are likely to
defeat the amateur.
A frame with a heating cable, covered on top by a
plastic frame is a good start for the
beginning propagator. Next to consider is the type of
material into which the cuttings may be placed.

All these suggestions work well. However, the most
important element in successful rooting is the time
chosen to take the cuttings. The length of the
cuttings depend on the variety of the parent plant.
The greener and longer the cutting, the more success
is guaranteed. Once cut, they should be placed in a
plastic bag as one goes about the garden. Soaking the
cuttings before planting is ideal. One must reduce
the size of the leaf by reducing cuttings to two to
three leaves. When placing in the cutting material,
one must wound the stem to expose the cambium
layer.

The next point to consider is what material one is
using for cuttings to be rooted. Many materials
have been used in various combinations. These
include peat, sharp sand, pumice, and
vermiculite in various combinations.

Then the stem is dipped in rooting
hormone. It must be pushed into the
rooting material and pressed firmly into
position to ensure the stem is in close
contact with the mixture, leaving no air gaps
to cause the cutting to rot.
Once rooted, the cuttings must be weaned
from the propagating unit to harden off.
Removing the plastic top for several hours
each day will help with this process.
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THE RHODODENDRON RESEARCH
NETWORK
The Rhododendron Research Network was
founded at Holden in 2017 to increase
collaboration and dissemination of
Rhododendron research to connect scientists
with each other and with plant enthusiasts
from around the globe.
In 2014, the Holden Arboretum integrated
with Cleveland Botanical Garden, to create
Holden Forests and Gardens, which is the 12th
largest public garden in the USA. With more
than 3,500 acres of land and a diversity of
wildlife, it is essential that the Arboretum
strikes a balance between people, wildlife and
plants.
Holden Forests and Gardens has had a
rhododendron collection since 1940. Currently
there are two gardens and the David G. Leach
Research Station, comprising about 60 acres
dedicated to rhododendrons. The gardens
contain many hybrids developed by local
nursery men in NE Ohio; and the organization
has become the stewards of these plants
along with their stories.

In addition to these plants, we collect
rhododendrons for research. The research
station has 100’s of one-of-a-kind
rhododendrons developed in our breeding
program which allow for in-staff and external
researchers to do research on plant ecology,
physiology, genetics and climate change.
Currently, R. calophytum is under study to learn
climate change will impact Rhododendron
growth, reproduction and survival under stress.
This study is investigating the floral traits along
with frost and heat tolerance of rhododendron
species with sturdy evergreen leaves and those
with softer deciduous leaves. This long-term
project will investigate plants growing in the
greenhouse and outside at the Holden
Arboretum and in the Rhododendron Species
Botanical Garden in Federal Way. This will
determine species leaf and floral resource
allocation, temperature tolerance, as well as the
timing of leaf and flower growth and how this
relates to seed production.
( Weija Xie, Dr. Andrea Case, Dr. Adam Roddy)

VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY
NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2021

6

THE ROYAL BOTANIC GARDEN IN EDINBURGH
The world-famous Royal Botanic Garden is
where one can experience an extravaganza
of plants from around the world. Set in over
70 acres of beautiful landscape, the Garden
offers superb panoramic views of the city
skyline featuring Edinburgh Castle.
Highlights in the garden include the Rock
Garden, the Alpine House, Woodland
Garden, Pond, the Arboretum or tree
collection, the Chinese Hillside, the
Rhododendron Collection and the Scottish
Native Plants collection in the Heath Garden.

Waterfall
in the Rock Garden
Alpine House
Waterfall in the
Rock Garden

The Garden was founded in 1670 as a
physics garden to grow medicinal plants.
The living collection contains more than
13,302 plant species. The herbarium
contains more than 3 million preserved
specimens. It is the second oldest botanic
garden after Oxford.
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The Chinese Hillside
The Heath or Native Plant Garden
The Pond
The Rhododendron Garden
6
The “Glass House”
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NEWS FROM THE ROYAL BOTANIC GARDEN IN EDINBURGH
Botanic Gardens in Scotland have helped to identify dozens of new species under lockdown. A
rhododendron from the mountains of Vietnam has become the 73rd species to be identified as
“new to science” since March 2020. This species – Rhododendron tephropeploids - was
collected by an international team of scientists and horticulturists from Scotland, England,
Vietnam, the USA and Canada. “Finding and recording plants is the first step in protecting
biodiversity. By collecting seeds from those plants in the wild and growing them on in a botanic
gardens in ex-situ conservation projects, we give them a better chance of survival. Sadly, a great
number of the species occurring in this area are severely threatened by deforestation and
agricultural cultivation and barely exist other than in small, fragile populations“ Richard Baines,
curator of Logan Botanical Garden

R. TEPHROPEPLOIDS
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OUR NATIVE
RHODODENDRON
ON VANCOUVER
ISLAND

Rhododendron Lake is found just east of
south Englishman River and northwest of
Nanaimo Lake. This stand of wild
rhododendrons is believed by botanists to
belong to a strain that survived the last ice
age.

Dr. Ben Hall at U of W has studied the DNA of
the Pacific Coast Rhododendron and found that
samples found in BC, Washington, Oregon and
California could be grouped into four categories.
These categories are thought to share a
common ancestor and are called clades.

Around 1912, George Tranfield, grandson of
the first colonial settler and sheep farmer on
Lasqueti Island, told naturalists about his
discovery on Rhododendron Lake.
The lake was formerly known as Kalmia
Lake, but was renamed Rhododendron Lake
in 1979.

Clade 1…found near the ocean
Clades 2 and 4 …are found in mountainous sites
in BC and southern Oregon
Clade 3… is the main type and is found in the
Cascade Mountains in Oregon
Clades 2 and 4… are found in Rhododendron
Lake area, indicating that they are closely
related to those in Manning Park.
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NOVEMBER VIEWS AT THE BARLUP LEGACY GARDEN
Despite the heat dome in
June and the very dry
summer, the
rhododendrons
are healthy and
flourishing.
Many thanks to the
Esquimalt Parks and
Recreation for their care
over the past three years.
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On November 3, 2021
Calvin, Mike and Roy
planted an additional 13
new plants.

Photographs are
thanks to Calvin

An update on our
project at the
Esquimalt Gorge
Park…THANK YOU CALVIN
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RHODODENDRON OF THE MONTH #1
POWDER SNOW

Jim Barlup photo
Powder Snow is a Jim Barlup hybrid with a 2 ½ inch yellowish-white flower and a deep purplish-red
flared center. The dome-shaped truss holds approximately 20 flowers. The leaves are semi-glossy, 5
1/2 inches in length, with a moderate olive color and thick white-colored indumentum that ages to
brownish orange. It has a dense plant habit and is hardy to minus 18 Celsius. The cross is
(degronianum ssp. yakushimanum var yakushimanum x R. macabeanum). It is a large rhododendron
growing to 6 feet in ten years.
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RHODODENDRON OF THE MONTH #2
LARAMIE

Jim Barlup photo
Laramie is the sister plant to Powder Snow, and another Jim Barlup hybrid. The flower has
wavy edges, is palish green-yellow in color with a dark red flare at the base. The truss is flatshaped and holds 23 flowers. The leaves are semi-glossy, with thick pale yellow indumentum.
The leaves are held for three years. It has a dense plant habit and grows to about 5 feet in ten
years. This rhododendron has gained prominence recently as more and more collectors
become familiar with this outstanding hybrid.
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In the days of the Soviet Union, Christmas celebrations were banned
The holiday is usually celebrated on January 7
Some people fast on Christmas Eve until the first star appears in the sky
People eat ochivo or kuti , a porridge made from wheat or rice and served with honey, poppy
seeds, dried fruit and walnuts
Some throw a spoonful to the ceiling and if it sticks it means good luck

RUSSIA
In Malaysia, Christmas is mainly a commercial and secular holiday
As Christians make up about 10% of the population, Malaysia celebrates with parties and
decorations in stores and public places
Restaurants have special menus, featuring roasted or fried chicken
Gifts are exchanged as well money, packaged in red packets called Ang Paus

MALAYSIA

SIKKIM

NEPAL

KOREA

Sikkim is one of the best winter holiday destinations in India
The one day festival includes decorated streets, shops, and homes decked up with stunning lights
and decorations
On Christmas Eve, people organize family and friends get-togethers, exchange gifts and Santa
Claus pays a visit
The churches of St. Thomas the Apostle Church, House of Grace and the Bethlehem Fellowship
Church hold services with Christmas Carols and a Food Carnival

Christmas is celebrated by the local Christian community and tourists who visit Nepal
In Kathmandu and Pokhara, the streets are well lit with Christmas décor
Locals celebrate at home with family and friends
Foods served at this time include a fusion of Nepalese and Western cuisines including Roti,
Dal Bhat Tarkari, Thukpa, Momos and Yomari
In some communities cake-mixing ceremonies take place

Christmas is a national holiday in South Korea as there are more Christians there than in any
other Asian country
Rather than the traditional holiday celebrations, Koreans celebrate Christmas more like
Valentine’s Day
Small more intimate celebrations are featured
Foods include Korean BBQ, a sponge cake from a bakery covered in cream and sometimes an ice
cream cake
Presents are exchanged, but money is very much a traditional gift

CHRISTMAS IN COUNTRIES WHERE OUR FAVOURITE PLANT GROWS
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INDIA

Christmas in India is quite a small festival, due to the number of Christians (2.3%)
Midnight mass is celebrated for Christians in India, especially for Catholics
Often a banana or mango tree is decorated with whatever people can find
In southern India, Christians put small oil burning clay lamps on their roofs to show
Jesus is the light of the world
In Goa, because of their connection to Portugal, people go carol singing, have Christmas
trees, eat rich fruit Christmas cakes, make nativity scenes, and hang giant star paper lanterns

Christmas is more a time to celebrate happiness rather than a religious celebration
Christmas Eve is often celebrated more than Christmas Day
Fried chicken is often eaten on Christmas Day and is a busy day for restaurants
Traditional Japanese Christmas food is Christmas cake, a sponge cake decorated with
whipped cream and strawberries

JAPAN
Christmas Eve is more important than Christmas Day
In Ho Chi Minh city, cars are not allowed in the city center as people come to see
the Catholic Cathedral
People throw confetti, take photos, and enjoy the Christmas decorations of big
hotels and department stores

VIETNAM

INDONESIA

Although about 85% of Indonesia is Muslim, Christmas is celebrated by the 20 million
Christians
Christmas trees are usually plastic, but some are made from chicken feathers
Santa Claus is very popular and is called Sinterklass
Exchanging presents is popular and special cookies include Nastar, a butter cookie
with pineapple jam filling, cheese cookies called Kastengel and Putri Salju, cookies
covered in powdered sugar and cheese
Although only 7% of Sri Lanka is Christian, Christmas is celebrated as a public holiday for all
The Christmas season begins on December 1 when people let off fireworks at dawn
Streets are decorated and shopping centers have large decorated Christmas trees
Big companies have Christmas parties and large hotels have dinner dances
Santa is called Naththal Seeyha

SRI LANKA

CHRISTMAS IN COUNTRIES WHERE OUR FAVOURITE PLANT GROWS
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OUR DECEMBER SPEAKER

BOTANIZING IN YUNNAN CHINA, MAY 2005
Dr. Glen Jamieson will present a talk on his three-week exploration for rhododendrons led by Steve
Hootman in western Yunnan, China, from Kumming to Lijiang, and then up the length of the Salween
River (the Chinese river closest to Myanmar). The area has the most Chinese ethnic minorities and is
extremely rich in plant life.
The presentation showcases the region’s scenery, plants and peoples living there, and provides a
snapshot of what this part of China used to be like, before the recent surge of Han tourists impacted
the region.
Dr. Jamieson has a B.Sc. in Agriculture from McGill University and spent over 30 years as a research
scientist with Fisheries and Oceans Canada. Now retired, he is a keen gardener who has established a
large tropical rhododendron (Vireya) collection and has travelled extensively on botanical trips to
Central America, South America and Asia. He is a recipient of the Gold Medal award from the American
Rhododendron Society, as well as the Bronze Medal award from the Mount Arrowsmith
Rhododendron Society. He is editor of both the JARS (Journal of the American Rhododendron Society
and Rhododendron International.
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NEWS FROM THE HCP
THANK YOU IAN

On October 2, 2021, new plants, fresh from
members’ gardens, arrived at the Norm Todd
Propagating Center. A group of diligent club
members’ helped unload the trucks, repot the
cuttings into one gallon containers and place
them in the compound. We received about
200 new plants.
In mid-October, Dan Syroid, Mike Minkler,
Calvin Parsons and Ian Duncan built a storage
rack to organize the pots within the
compound.
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On November 17, our 25 year old ”Sir
Charles Lemon” exited the garden as it
was suffering root rot over the past
many years. After the removal of
several limbs and branches, the
decision was made to remove it. The
Garden volunteer crew dug it out and
using Ian’s crane, lifted it out of the
ground. The trunk and stem have
been kept and one day, may be reborn
into pieces of artisan woodwork.
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Dr. David Ballantyne
1931-2021
Dr. David Ballantyne, a founding member
of the Victoria Rhododendron Society
passed away on September 28, 2021. Dr.
Ballantyne was born in Victoria, grew up
on Quadra Street, surrounded by blooms
in his parent’s large greenhouse
operation. He attended Cloverdale
School and the close friendships made
there lasted his entire life.
After two years at Victoria College, David
went on to UBC where he received his
Bachelor of Commerce, excelling in
horticulture and plant physiology. Later,
he was invited to do his Master’s Degree
at Washington State and his PhD at the
University of Maryland.
Dr. Ballantyne was a professor of Biology
at University of Victoria for 33 years. He
presented his research internationally
which focused primarily of
photosynthesis, plant hormones, the
effects of air pollutants on plant
metabolism and flower bud dormancy on
rhododendrons and azaleas.
In 1979, The Victoria Rhododendron
Society began with Saturday morning
meetings in his lab at UVic - just to talk
about rhodos with a group of interested
gardeners. Some 42 years later, we have
approximately 65 full time members.
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The members of the board of the Victoria Rhododendron
Society congratulate you on a successful completion of your
2021 term at the Pacific Horticulture College.
We wish to give you a one year membership in our society.
Your membership card is enclosed.
To enhance your understanding of the genus Rhododendron,
we have included a copy of “The Public Rhododendron
Gardens of Vancouver Island” by Ian E. Efford. May it inspire
you to visit and enjoy some of these gardens.
Our group meets in the HCP Couvelier Pavilion on the first
Monday of the month, September to May, at 7 pm. During
COVID, we meet via ZOOM. You will receive our monthly
newsletter by email.
Our website is VictoriaRhodo.ca
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CURRENT DIRECTORS OF THE BOARD
FRANK BUFFAM
MEMBER AT LARGE
778-432-4649

LLOYD GILMORE
PRESIDENT 250-642-2256
KATHIE THOMPSON
VICE-PRESIDENT 250-656-6444

IAN DUNCAN
MEMBER AT LARGE
250-479-0820

BILL GORDON
TREASURER 250-479-0210

CALVIN PARSONS
MEMBER AT LARGE
250-290-0489

SHARON JOSEPH
SECRETARY 250-383-1756

CARRIE GEORGE
MEMBER AT LARGE
250-641-3176
THERESA MCMILLAN
MEMBER AT LARGE
250-478-3515

ELLEN WELLBORN
LIBRARIAN 250-479-1898

CARRIE GEORGE
MEMBERSHIP 250-642-9245

IAN DUNCAN
AV MANAGER 250-479-0820

JOYCE WHITTLE
EDITOR 250-415-9245

ROBERT BURKE
AV ASSISTANT250-477-5386

MADELEINE WEBB
DISTRIBUTOR 250-744-1785

BRENDA MCDONALD
MEMBERSHIP 778-528-3647

LOIS BLACKMORE
NEWSLETTER PRODUCER 250-478-6615
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NOTES FROM THE BOARD

Board Meeting November23, 2021
This is the last month to renew your Victoria Rhododendron Society membership for 2021-2022.
Our Society must send in membership numbers to the ARS, along with the monies collected for the
2021-2022 by the end of December. The cost for full membership in our club, including the ARS
Journal is $35 Canadian. The Victoria Rhododendron Society subsidizes your membership as the
cost of joining the ARS as a regular member is $40 US. At today’s rate of exchange, the VicRS
subsidizes your payment with an additional $6.34. The local membership is $25 Canadian and NO
funds from this category go to support the American Rhododendron Society. Belonging to another
Chapter and joining our chapter is $10 Canadian. Send cheques to Bill Gordon at 4821 Townsend
Drive, Victoria, B.C. V8Z 5P2. E-transfer is also available to bbgordon@shaw.ca
The patio demonstration garden is now somewhat larger as passed by the HCP board. It is located
to the left of the entrance and has views over the garden and the lake.
The Barlup cuttings for Denmark for this year will not take place. However, Agriculture
Canada has been to the Webbs’, viewed the setup and appears to be ready to cooperate in 2022. It
will mean monthly visits by inspectors to the Webbs’ during the three month cutting season. Frank
Buffam, working with Ken has been very involved and has worked hard to achieve this outcome.
A long discussion took place talking about how to increase our membership, with a particular focus
on students within the college. A suggestion was to give the graduates a membership in the ARS,
but the cost is prohibitive. The student membership is $10, but does not include the e-journal.
The board passed a motion allowing the Board of the HCP to become an executive member of the
ARS. This cost is $90 US ($115 C) funds. It is one way to support the HCP and is beneficial to our
society as a continuing way to encourage information about the genus rhododendron to board,
volunteers and students. This decision was based after a discussion about how to increase our
membership, as an obvious demographic is the student population in the Horticultural Program.
We are looking for a few (good condition) ARS Journals for donation to the Horticultural Program at
the HCP. Please contact Calvin at sinogrande50@gmail.com.
Lionel de Rothschild is coming to Vancouver Island before the 2022 ARS convention. We are hoping
to set up a speaking engagement for him while he is in Victoria.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL AND KEEP WELL IN 2022
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