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VICTORIA
RHODODENDRON

SOCIETY

Our purpose is to promote 
and educate the public about 
the genus RHODODENDRON

Meetings are held in the 
Couvelier Center on the 

grounds of the HCP Gardens
505 Quayle Road

Victoria B. C.

Meetings begin at 7:30 with 
a social gathering afterwards

www.victoriarhodo.ca

THE VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
4821 TOWNSEND DRIVE VICTORIA, B. C. V8Z 5P2

COVID RESTRICTIONS IN PLACE

ZOOM ONLY
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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

We are getting there. The snowdrops are 
blooming. My iris reticulata are up, if not yet 
in bloom.  The first green buds on the 
salmonberry branches that plague our rural 
garden are being noticed. Our COVID numbers 
are beginning to decrease and hope springs 
eternal.

I believe that the ZOOM presentations made 
available to us from other chapters of the ARS 
have been well received by those who have 
tuned in. I will continue to send out links to 
the recordings of the completed 
presentations. These links are time limited and 
will be sent out via email .

Along with other chapters of the ARS, our Society has endeavoured to provide presentations via 
ZOOM to other chapters who wish to partake. Recently I sent out invitations to our next meeting 
on February 1, 2021. This will be a presentation by Anne Allen and Ian Duncan called “ WILD 
FLOWERS ON THE ROCK”. The program is about their cycling trip to Newfoundland in August of 
2019. 

Upcoming events
February 1, 7:30 pm.          Anne Allen and Ian Duncan                 Wildflowers of Newfoundland
February 6, 10:00 am.        Ken Nentwig.                                         Water Efficiency in the Landscape

March 1, 7:30 pm.              Victoria Rhododendron Society          Annual General  Meeting
March 20, 7:00 pm.            Brian Minter                                         What’s New in Edible Gardening

April 5, 7:30 pm.                  Malcolm Ho-You                                   Herbaceoous and Tree Peonies
Not yet scheduled.              Brian White                                          Vietnam in the Spring

May
Not yet scheduled.              Marion Mackay                                     New Zealand ex situ                    

Rhododendron conservation

STAY HEALTHY.      STAY SAFE.      STAY STRONG.    THIS TOO SHALL PASS.
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WHAT’S IN BLOOM

Hamamaelis Intermedia at Finnerty Gardens

Finnerty Gardens

Thank to the Buffams
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THE BARLUP LEGACY GARDEN
As I write this story, there are so many people that I must thank for their contributions toward this 

amazing project. First and foremost is my late friend, Jim Barlup. Without his friendship and 
generosity, this amazing story could not be told. The old adage “it takes a village” is a living example 

of how, when people work together, amazing things can happen.

The story began when Calvin approached the Township 
of Esquimalt to see if they would be interested in 
having a rhododendron garden in the Esquimalt Gorge 
Park. Within two weeks the parks crew had cleared the 
site, created a path, installed an irrigation system and 
prepared all supplies needed for a planting to take 
place.

On a sunny spring morning in 2019, many, many VicRS
members arrived to help with the donation of the many 
Barlup hybrids that were gifted to our society. Within just
a few hours, a rhododendron garden was established.
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Shortly thereafter, Jim and 
Judy moved into a 
retirement community and 
the remaining 
rhododendrons in their 
Bellevue garden and all 
remaining plant materials 
were gifted to our society. 
This meant another group of 
volunteers were needed to 
bring the plants to Victoria.

Thank you to Calvin, Ken and Madeleine, Tony and Carolyn, Lloyd and Linda, Lynne and Lyle, 
Mike and Nadine for their efforts on behalf of our society for bringing these gifts of plants from 
Bellevue to Victoria.

To say the inspection of plants at a variety of locations was a part of the process is an “understatement”.

BORDER SERVICES WERE MORE THAN EFFICIENT
ONE TIME THEY ONLY LET THE GROUP CROSS 

WHEN THEY THREATENED TO LEAVE THE PLANTS AT THE BORDER.
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With the arrival of the remaining materials from the Barlup Garden in Bellevue, there were many 
smaller plants and seedlings that needed transplanting. Another group of volunteers answered the call 

to come to the Norm Todd Propagating Center (one that Ian had the foresight to arrange) to repot 
these remaining materials. 
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The first step needed is to 
heat the rock so that the 
rubber outline of the design 
can cling tightly to the rock 
without any gaps where the 
blasted sand could enter. A 
heat torch is used to warm 
the rock.

The second step is to press the design 
solidly onto the rock. The design is cut 
from rubber and pressed tightly onto 
the rock. The rubber for the lettering is 
removed.

Now the sand is blasted 
into the rock where the 
letters have been cut out.

Paint is 
added to the 
cutout text. 
Each letter is 
inspected 
and to make 
certain that 
no unwanted 
materials 
remain.

THE ROCK SCULPTURE COMPLETION
After many months of communications between VicRS and the township of Esquimalt, the 
creating of wording on to the rock was finally happening. Many steps are required to 
complete this process.
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WORKING 
TOGETHER WE CAN 

ACHIEVE GREAT 
THNGS

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS HELPED WITH THIS PROJECT
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TWELVE MONTHS OF FLOWERING RHODODENDRONS
Many of us living in the Pacific Northwest have bountiful blooms in April and May. 

One big splash of color is great. What if we could have blooms twelve months of the 
year? This article is adapted from a Meerkerk Garden publication. The rhododendrons 
are for the January to March period. Next Newsletter will feature rhododendrons that 

bloom from June through December.

JANUARY is the month for the earliest blooms. Delays will happen in a very cold winter.

Abigail Harry Carter Lee’s Scarlet

Nobeleanum Album Nobeleanum Coccineum Nobeleanum Venustum

Dauricum Moncronulatum

Height
1.Tall
2.Medium

1 1 2

1 1 1

2 2
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FEBRUARY brings a little more warmth or a little more snow. Most of 
these rhododendrons will bloom through it. In very cold winters, some will 

wait until March to bloom.

Etta Burrows Praecox Bric-a-Brac

Bo-Peep Peter Faulk Olive

Seta Babylon Pink Snowflakes

Height
1.Tall
2.Medium
3. Low

1 2 1

2 2 2

1 1 3
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R. barbatum R. irroratum R. lanigerum

R. moupinense R. pemakoense R. praevernum

R. strigillosumThis is a continuum of 
FEBRUARY

rhododendrons. These 
are the species  varieties 
that bloom in the second 

month of the year. 

2 1 2

3 3 1

1

Height
1. Tall
2. Medium
3. Low
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MARCH brings the first hints of spring. These plants are the beginning 
of what is to come in the months of April and May. These are just a few 

samples of the many, many March-blooming varieties.

Cilpinense Ginny Gee PJM

Shamrock Snow Lady Unknown Warrior

Bibiani Crossbill Alena

Height
1.Tall
2.Medium
3. Low

1 2 1

2 2 2

1 1 3

33 3 2

3 3 1

1 2 2
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R. calophytum R. hodgsonii R. racemosum

R. recurvoides R. ciliatum R. leucaspis

R. oreodoxa (fargesii) R. canadense R. eclecteum

These are some of the  species that tend to flower in March.

Height
1. Tall
2. Medium
3. Low

1 1 2

3 2 3

1
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WHY RHODODENDRONS REQUIRE A MULCH
Adapted from an article by G.G. Nearing in the Quarterly ARS Bulletin, April 1960

G.G. Nearing

The whole idea of mulching depends on 
permanence. No matter how carefully one 
transplants a new rhododendron, it takes a 
full year for the plant to regain full vigor of 
health and growth.

The root system of a 
rhododendron is unlike 
most other trees or 
shrubs. 
Rhododendrons have 
no root hairs and the 
very delicate, thread-
like absorbing roots do 
not range far, but are 
massed in immense 
numbers near the soil 
surface, reaching no 
further than the 
spread of the above 
branches. They cannot 
penetrate hard soil, 
nor can they reach 
depths to replenish 
lost moisture. 
Therefore, the surface 
where they grow must 
always be moist and 
protected from drying 
winds and sun.

Through many centuries, trees have stood 
together in forests and their leaves have 
accumulated from year to year. Some rot in a 
single season, while others take two to three 
seasons. If one cuts through the natural 
accumulation, the top will be undecayed leaf 
material. Next will be a layer of leaves softened 
by decay and largely matted material. Still 
lower, they merge into a dark, crumbly mass 
and into soil itself.

For millions of years, rhododendrons have learned 
how to adapt themselves to this condition, spreading 
a mat of thread-like roots just where the leaves are 
becoming soil. If one wants them to thrive, give them 
the conditions under which they evolved during those 
millions of years. 

The entire story is not told until one realizes that 
billions of living organisms are involved in every 
square foot of the mulch. Insects, worms, fungi and 
most important of all, many kinds of bacteria are 
furiously busy working in the leaves and in the newly 
formed soil. These organisms work day and night to 
keep your rhododendrons in good health.

Mulching also applies to established gardens. One 
cannot replicate nature. However, providing a fresh 
layer of mulch yearly can provide the moisture needed 
in retaining healthy growing conditions for your 
plants.
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‘DAME NELLIE MELBA’… a true story
Dame Nellie Melba was an Australian opera virtuosa 
born in 1858. She was a coloratura soprano and made 
her first appearance in America with the Manhattan 
Opera Company in 1907. Her first appearance in 
England was at Covent Gardens, May 24, 1888. During 
her career she met the famous Sir Edmund Loder of 
rhododendron fame on one of her many singing 
engagements at Covent Gardens. It is rumored that they 
became more than good friends, causing quite a scandal 
in Victorian England.

Rhododendron Dame Nelle Melba (Standish x R. arboretum) is a bold plant. Instead of being a 
wallflower, she sings out like the coloratura she really is, getting 10 feet in 10 years with an equal 
spread above. Leaves are a dark forest green, 5 ½ inches x 2 ½ inches. Her flowers are a bright 
attractive pink with crimson dots. The truss is 4 to 6 inches in diameter and is large rounded and 
upright.  She is truly a rhododendron for center stage. She has two faults which no lady likes to 
admit. Her leaves freckle in the sun and she is slow to bloom. Offer her a somewhat shady spot.  
Then sit back sit back, turn on your stereo and listen to the opera ‘Lucia’.  Oh, by the way, ‘Dame 
Nellie Melba” was hybridized by Sir Edmund Loder and won an Award of Merit in 1926, the year she 
passed away. ( adapted from the ARS Quarterly Bulletin V 32)

DID YOU KNOW?

Dame Nellie Melba

The American Rhododendron Society recognizes contributions to
the Society or to the genus Rhododendron or both. Gold medal awards

are for contributions that have national or international impact.  
Silver medals recognize significant regional contributions. The Pioneer
Achievement Award recognizes pioneering and original achievement

in the advancement of rhododendrons.

The Bronze Medal is awarded to recognize members who make outstanding contributions to a chapter.
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A new generation of plantsmen and plantswomen
Article by Ian Duncan

Those of our members who have attended meetings throughout 2019 and the few we have had in 
early 2020 would have noticed some folk of a much younger generation in attendance….four to six 

decades younger. What enticed them to join the Victoria Rhododendron Society?

Allow me to introduce you to Brooke and Liam, and their mother Cait.

In August 2018, Cait emailed HCP’s volunteer coordinator Cheri, with the following request:

“Our family would like to ask about volunteer possibilities. My children; Brooke (age 12) and 
Liam (age 14), are very interested in horticulture. My son Liam is very passionate about 

horticulture and entomology.”

Cheri sent an email notice to the various garden stewards and Bill McMillan replied that evening with:

“The type of work I have now is a bit limited but…I am willing to give them a try. Encouraging young 
people to have an interest in gardening is super important!”
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The Rhodo garden acquired three new volunteers. And now, over two years later Bill says:

We jumped at the chance to get young volunteers. Other gardens were wary. We have been clear winners for 
that decision!

We have given them training in all aspects of garden maintenance – weeding, pruning, path maintenance, 
drainage, planting, etc. Liam has a wealth of botanical knowledge and we learn from him. Brooke usually helps

her mother. She is a photographer and I have used her photographs in posters for the rhodo garden.””

After a few months of 
working alongside Bill 

McMillan, Calvin 
Parsons,and Dan 

Syroid, Liam decided 
he should join our 

society and took out a 
local student 

membership and he, 
along with his sister 
and mother started 

attending our monthly 
meetings. According 
to our librarian, Ellen 
Wellborn, Liam soon 
became the library’s 

major loanee of 
books.

They assisted in 
sorting two-gallon 
pots for the pot grids, 
helping in reorganizing 
all the one-gallon 
potted cuttings into 
sequence and helping 
Calvin record it all.

In appreciative thanks for all 
their work with the HCP 

Rhodo Garden, The VicRS
has presented Brooke and 

Liam with their own 
Sunblaster Propagation Kits. 

Although the kits arrived 
too late for this year’s 

cuttings, they no doubt are 
already in use, full of other 
horticultural delights. Just 

know, they are eagerly 
waiting the next 

opportunity to acquire 
rhododendron cuttings.
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Adapted from ARS Quarterly Bulletin V34
Robert Fortune was a Scottish botanist, plant hunter and traveler and is best 
known for introducing approximately 250 new plants to the western world. These 
were mainly from China, but from Japan as well. He was born in Scotland in 1812 
and died April 13, 1880. England was a wealthy country in Queen Victoria’s time 
and the rising class of well-to-do merchants were keen gardeners and competitive 
gardening was the order of the day. Now  employed by the Royal Horticultural 
Society in England, he was sent to China in 1842, just as China was opening some 
ports to foreign visitors.

His first visit to China came on July 6, in 1843 
after a four-month journey at sea. The Chusan
people welcomed him with friendship and 
courtesy, and he taught them how to make 
miniature greenhouses, allowing him to ship 
living specimens 6000 miles away to Chiswick. 
The first winter he learned to dwarf trees by 
pruning the roots and starving the plant so it 
only grew a few inches in a century. He also 
studied the language and the habits of the 
country.

Rosa chinensis 
“Mutabilis”

Anenome japonica
It was during the summers he spent in 
the north that his life was in danger.  
These regions were dangerous and he 
had many narrow escapes. He 
disguised himself as Chinese by 
darkening his skin and wearing a wig 
with a long pigtail. In October 1845 he 
returned to England, sickened with 
fever and exhaustion. His plants had 
arrived safely and most all were grown 
successfully. He returned twice to the 
Far East to hunt plants in the 
Philippines, China and Japan.

His last article, published 
a few months before his 
death, listed more than 
150 plants he had 
successfully brought 
back from the Orient. 
Among them are azalea, 
camelia, 
chrysanthemum, 
cinnamon rose, 
flowering cherry, 
hydrangea, iris, 
kumquat, lily, magnolia, 
narcissus, peony, poppy 
and rhododendron.

Dicentra spectabilis

Ceratostigma

Camellia Japonica

R. fortunei

ROBERT FORTUNE  …  PLANT HUNTER



VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY NEWSETTER FEBRUARY 2021 20

AN OUTSTANDING RHODODENDRON
( adapted from ARS Quarterly Bulletin V. 12) .. originally written by H.R. Sumner

If you could only have but a single 
rhododendron in your garden, which 
would it be?
This is a difficult question as your answer 
would be influenced by personal 
preferences of color, size, growth habit 
and many other personal characteristics.

After viewing many, many rhododendrons in many, 
many gardens, my choice would be R. 
yakushimanum. Growth habit is rounded, compact, 
mound-like, with white-felted new growth. The 
leaves are dark green with thick wooly brown 
indumentum. Forms vary from 1 to 4 feet 
depending on the variety one chooses.

“Ken Janeck”

“Pink Parasol”“Mist Maiden”

“Pink Cherub”

“Koichera Wada”

“Angel”

A variety of R. yakushimanum forms
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Garth Weemire

AN OUTSTANDING RHODODENDRON IN MY GARDEN

R. cinnabarinum
Bill McMillan

R. Forrestti (Repens)
Bonnie Moro

Grandma’s Hat

Norma and Bert Buckley

Rubicon

Dick Beamish

Taurus
Sue Grant

R. pachysanthum
Garth Wedemire
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Invitation

Lois Blackmore

Sir Charles Lemon

Roy Blackmore

R. Koichero wada

Sir Charles Lemon

Frank Buffam

Loderi King George

Robert Burke

Crest

Elizabeth Grant Norma Senn

Augustinii Marine

AN OUTSTANDING RHODODENDRON IN MY GARDEN
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Nadine Minkler

R. spinuliforum

Mike Minkler

Albatross

Jacq Bradbury

R. morii
Dorothy Griffin

Bermuda Place

Johanna Massa

R. linearifolium

AN OUTSTANDING RHODODENDRON IN MY GARDEN

stenopatalum

Madeleine’s Melody

Madeleine Webb
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JOIN US FOR  OUR VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY FEBRUARY 
MEETING FEBRUARY 1, 7:30 pm.

OUR SPEAKERS ANNE ALLEN AND IAN DUNCAN WILL 
BE HOSTING A ONE-HOUR PRESENTATION 

WILD FLOWERS ON “THE ROCK”

Flag of Newfoundland

Newfoundland Coat of Arms
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HALFDAN LEM  1886-1969

“Lem” as he was known to everyone, 
was a native of Nordfjord, Norway. He 
came to the United States in 1922, 
settling in Ketchikan, Alaska. He entered 
the fishing industry there, where he and 
his wife lived until 1934. They moved to 
Seattle that year.

Lem first learned about rhododendrons from a magazine he read aboard his fishing trawler. Soon he was 
spending his spare time reading about these shrubs. He was so enamored with these “shrubs”, he started 
raising seedlings on his boat.

When the Lems moved to Seattle, he entered the nursery business and began hybridizing rhododendrons. 
During the Second World War, he was entrusted with the seed of many crosses made in England. Through 
his efforts, progeny of these were preserved. In 1963 he was awarded the ARS Gold Medal. 

Lem was an original member of the RUM DUM club. This was a group of hybridizers who would meet at 
each other’s homes or gardens vividly debating the merits of certain crosses. Included were the giants of 
rhododendron hybridizing in the Pacific Northwest. Included were Ben Nelson, Bill Whitney, Hjalmer Larson, 
Ernest Anderson, Don McClure, Karl Sifferman, and Harry Madison.

Even after becoming quite ill, he continued to make crosses. His proudest moment was when he created 
King Olav V and presented it to the touring King of Norway.
Adapted from QBARS Volume 31

Jingle Bells

Point Defiance Red Walloper

Hello Dolly

Wizard

Stormcloud

Halfdan Lem
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MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

President          Brenda Macdonald     778 528 3647
Vice President  Lloyd Gilmore             250 642 2256
Secretary           Sharon Joseph            250 383 1756
Treasurer           Bill Gordon                  250 479 0210

MEMBERS AT LARGE

Ian Duncan.               250 479 0820
Lynne Ferrie 250 478 1100
Carrie George           250 642 3176
Theresa McMillan    250 478 3515
Linda Gilmore           250 642 2256

KEY CONTRIBUTORS

Ellen Wellborn                                Librarian                                                   250 479 1898
Ian Duncan                                      Audio/HCP                                                250 479 0820
Robert Burke                                   Audio                                                        250 477 5386
Brenda Macdonald                        Membership                                            778 528 3647
Carrie George                                 Membership review                               250 642 3176
Bill McMillan                                   Newsletter Review                                 250 478 3515 
Joyce Whittle                                  Newsletter Editor                                    250 415 9245
Madeleine Webb                           Newsletter distributor                           250 744 1785
Lois Blackmore                               Newsletter Production                           250 478 6615
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LESSONS FROM A LADYBUG


