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VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

JANUARY 2021

HAPPY
NEW
YEAR
EVERYONE

STAY CALM.  STAY KIND.  STAY 
SAFE.
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The January meeting of the VicRS is cancelled

Depending upon the health regulations, please wait for the February Newsletter as to whether this meeting will 
be taking place for an audience at the HCP

The scheduled meeting topic is to be Anne Allen and and Ian Duncan presenting “The Wildflowers of 
Newfoundland”.

Rhododendron SHAY
(Golden Mist x Mac’s Orange Crush) #16

Rhododendron GLORIA JEAN
(Golden Mist x Mac’s Orange Crush) #16A

New Barlup hybrids registered in 2020

For several months, the idea of a new website for our Society was discussed. Options were 
explored and ML Media Design was chosen to create our new website. It is simple, easily navigated and
presents an up-to-date image for our group. Please visit: https: victoriarhodo.ca

Currently, we are waiting to see what the COVID restrictions are going to be for our Annual General Meeting
in March.  If an indoor meeting is going to be held, we are planning a “round table” where questions and
answers will be the agenda for this meeting. Please stay tuned.
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WE ARE BADLY IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS

This is a second call for volunteers to sit on our 
board. The Vancouver Rhododendron Society has 
folded and there is a second board within District 
One that is on the verge of folding. This is 
happening as there are not enough volunteers to 
keep their societies going. It is important to 
remember we are all volunteers. We are needing 
some new faces on our board to bring new ideas 
and new energy to our association. The board rule 
regarding board members is that even if one has 
served previously, one can still sit on the board. 
The commitment is for approximately one hour 
per month. Our board meetings now are on 
ZOOM and one does not even have to travel. 
Please consider volunteering. It does not mean 
you have to become president at some time.

TIRED OF COVID RESTRICTIONS!
NOTHING TO DO!

The Danish Chapter is currently seeking 
help in establishing a Jim Barlup Garden in 
Denmark. Ken and Madeleine are in the 
process of growing some Barlup cuttings 
to send to Denmark. They are seeking help 
with this project. If you are interested in 
helping with this program, they would 
appreciate any help. Give them a call at 
250-744-1785 or email them at 
kenwebb@shaw.ca
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JOE’S JOTTINGS # 10

THE PEFECT YELLOW WILD TREE PEONY
Potanin and Delavays’ Discoveries.

Yellow is such an eye-catching colour that there is always a demand for it. My first 
tree peony was a mail-order ‘Age of Gold’. That hybrid derived its yellow coloring 
from the Tibetan yellow peony, P. ludlowii.

Age of Gold p. ludlowii

Jean Marie Delavay (1835-1895 was born in Les Get, Haute Savoie, France. He entered the 
priesthood and became a missionary in China. He was initially based in Guandong province 
where he collected pressed specimens of the amazing plants he found.

While in Guangzhou (Canton) he met Henry Fletcher, another keen plant collector. Fletcher was 
returning to England.  He said he would be honoured to deliver Delavay’s specimens to the 
British Museum, now known as London’s Natural History Museum. Today, they continue to be on 
display. Later, while on leave in Paris, he met Father David Armand who chided him for giving 
such interesting material to England. Armand then introduced him to Adrien R. Franchet, who 
was Director of the Natural History Museum in Paris. Franchet later received an incredible 
200,000 specimens from Delavay, now residing Yunnan province. From these materials, they 
were able to describe over 1500 new species.
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Paeonia delavayi

This was the the name Franchet gave to honour 
Delavay. “It don’t get no respect” as it usually has 
small red flowers that get lost in the background.

Grigorij Nikolajevic Potanin (1835-1920) was born near Omsk, Siberia. He believed that Siberia 
should become an independent republic. However, the Czar disagreed and Grigor received five 
years in hard labour. In that time he wrote a history of Siberia during his “free time” in the cell.

Potanin was a passionate, over-active individual. He was co-founder of the first Siberian university 
(Tomsk). He travelled widely through the central Asian Republics, often with his wife. This was 
considered a very unusual behaviour at the time. He  studied steppe languages, made 
ethnographic collections and collected plants, animals and minerals, eventually arriving in 
northern Yunnan. His plants were sent to Leningrad, where Vladimir Komarov, a renowned 
academician, did not name a small peony for Potanin until 1921, a year after his passing.

Potanin red form

Potanin’s peony is similar to Delavay’s. However, it makes a better garden plant, because of red 
shades, and orange, yellow and white flower forms.

Potanin’s yellow form is
upright and a desirable 

garden form.

After over 100 years of study, the conclusion is that there are only two biological species: P. ludlowii
and P. delavay. Peony ludowii is known as the Tibetan Yellow Tree peony. It may owe its
survival/origin to humans. Delavay’s peony has wide distribution and a vast range of genetic forms. 
These include plants with or without stolons, tall or short stems, self-fertile or outcrossing 
hybridizations and almost black, red, orange, yellow or white flowers, some with or without red flares 
on the petals.

Potanin’s peony, once it was realized that there was only a single variable species, meant that the 
oldest name took precedence, leaving P. potaninii as a junior synonym. 

My favourite is Potanin. I call my orange and yellow peonies my P. delavayi Potanin group.
Joe Harvey
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CREST

“orangey buds opening to glowing, long
lasting, clear, primrose yellow flowers in May”

Crest is a legend amongst rhododendron lovers. 
This beautiful specimen was hybridized by 
Edmund de Rothschild. This large plant fits 
naturally into a light woodland setting. With 
afternoon shade and ample moisture, the 
foliage remains a good fresh green, as it is only 
the inner foliage that sheds each year. The 
“crowning Glory” of Crest is the lovely truss; 
many corollas, perfectly placed, open, and 
looking directly at you .

CREST
(R. wardii x Lady Bessborough)

Light fertilizing and little or no pruning allows this beauty to grow naturally. It is said to root easily, 
although slowly. It is hardy to minus 5. Crest was awarded with the FFC in 1953.

Cinnkeys was hybridized in 1926 by E.J.P.  
Magor, who began hybridizing in 1912 at 
Lewellen, in Wales. It received the RHS Award 
of Merit in 1935. Cinnkeys is a most unusual 
plant. It displays clusters of tubular orange red 
flowers with a yellow flare on the corolla lobes.

It is a fairly compact shrub and the flowers are 
set off to advantage by the dark green foliage. 
It reaches about 5-6 feet in 10 years. It is rarely 
found in cultivation. 

CINNKEYS
(R. cinnabarinum x R. keysii)
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THE NORM TODD PROPAGATING CENTER

The Victoria Rhododendron Society has always been a group 
of volunteers whose purpose is to promote our love of 
rhododendrons and to share that with the public. New 
ideas, and promotions of the genus rhododendron are 
always welcomed. This is another example of  such an 
undertaking; it was initiated by Ian as he soon realized that 
with the increasing collection of Barlup hybrids, storage 
would become an issue.

After presenting his idea to the board, Ian Duncan 
investigated the possibility of having an area within the 
grounds of the HCP set aside for our propagating group’s 
growing-on area. He proposed this idea to the HCP and it 
was accepted. He asked for volunteers to help clear 30 apple 
and cherry trees, remove 140 feet of wire deer fence, set up 
new fencing, install an irrigation system and create bedding 
frames for holding cuttings. While this was quietly taking 
place, Ian also applied for and received a grant from the ARS 
of $3000 US. The volunteers who were working there each 
gave $15 for the purchase of a portable sink. This sink is used 
by other HCP volunteers as well.  All this was quietly 
happening while other members of our club were working 
on the Barlup project. To honor one of our club’s original 
members, it is now known as the Norm Todd propagating 
center. This is one more demonstration of what can be 
accomplished when everyone works together.

TODD CLAN TARTAN
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WINTER BLUES FOR SPRING PLANTING

R. augustinii is native to China and  
Tibet. These more upright forms of 
rhododendron add a pop- of- blue 
to your spring garden.

The photographs on this page are 
credited to the website of Fearing 
Farms. These flowers add a nice 
touch amongst the pinks, whites, 
reds and yellows of the other 
rhododendrons in the garden.
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“LODER” RHODODENDRONS
It was Sir Edmund Loder (1849-1920) who crossed R. griffithianum with R. fortunei to create what we 
now know as R. loderi.  Griffithianum contributed to the extremely large flowers and often beautiful 
bark, while Fortunei added the scent, hardiness and more vigorous growth. Both species were used in 
early hybridizing efforts as they were some of the first plants to be brought to Europe. All  crosses of 
these species result in very large plants, almost tree-like in appearance. Colors range from pure white 
through creamy shaded forms to mid pink. All have been awarded honors in the garden world, including 
Awards of Merit, First Class Certificates and Awards of Garden Merit.

Prized for its powerful fragrance and pretty blooms, Loderi
King George is an outstanding rhododendron to have in 
one’s garden. Opening from bright pink flower buds, its 
huge and strongly scented pure white flowers are softly pink 
flushed on the outside and show faint green markings in the 
throat. Blooming profusely in mid to late spring, they hold 
10 – 12 blooms loosely held in each truss. It is hardy to -15 C 
and grows beautifully in part shade. 

Loderi Venus has the most sumptuous  
coloring in the loderi group. The trusses  are 
mid to light pink, with green markings. It has 
an open habit, large leaves and fragrant 
funnel-shaped flowers emerging bright pink 
and slowly fading to white.

Loderi “King George”

Loderi “Venus”

Loderi “Game Chick”

Loderi “Pink Diamond”
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Everything that goes into the Esquimalt Gorge Park must be approved by Esquimalt council. Calvin 
initiated and received approval in 2017 to plant a garden of Jim Barlup hybrids. In 2018 a large group 
of volunteers did just that. A second planting took place in the fall and smaller plantings have taken 
place since then. There will be a further planting  to take place in the spring of 2021.

THE SAGA OF THE NON “ROLLING STONES” AT GORGE PARK

The gift of all Barlup
materials being left to our 
society meant that further 
plantings could take place. 
Esquimalt Council agreed 
wholeheartedly.

To pay homage to our 
benefactor, we approached 
Esquimalt council to ask for 
signage to be placed at the 
garden. The established 
policy was a brass plaque on 
a bench or cement stepping-
stone. We believed that this 
was not sufficient for such a 
generous gift.

The first step was to send to the mayor a photo of three stone water fountains. We wanted to create 
an initial image of our idea. The idea of three stones as signage was passed onto council and approved. 
A major next step was to be able to have the name Jim Barlup approved. This also was approved 
by council. The third and final step was to have the message on the stone approved. This series
of steps started in early July and was completed in October.

Finding stones meant a trip to Nanaimo, where the stones were ordered and sent to Victoria. Then 
came the engraving. The stones were sent to one company for engraving where they remained
untouched for almost 4 weeks. (A variety of excuses was deployed, and the stones were moved
untouched to the park on December 9.) The NON “Rolling Stones” saga was about to begin.

NEW PLANTING SITE FOR 2021
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However, because of the location of the stone site, a tractor was needed to place the 
stones near to the chosen site. It was called from another location.

At the beginning of December, we received word that the location was approved, the initial hole 
for placement was ready and that Esquimalt would provide the cement and manpower to install 
these large stones, the largest stone weighing just over a half ton. The stones arrived at the park 
on a small lift truck.

The tractor arrived and rock was in the process of being placed…...

…only to become mired down in the wet and very soggy grass.
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The small four wheel tractor hauling 
the large tractor out of the mud

The large non-four-wheel tractor being towed 
to the road

Much to the consternation of the crew, a third tractor was needed to pull out the large tractor 
that was stuck in the wet and soggy grass.

This was the third tractor involved, initially to 
hold the largest stone in place while the 
quickset concrete became stable.

This is the crew who spent the entire day
helping with the installation of the stones for 
the signage.

IT IS WITH UNDYING GRATITUDE THAT THE VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
WISHES TO THANK THE MEMBERS OF THE ESQUIMALT PARKS AND RECREATION
FOR THEIR PATIENCE AND THEIR HEROIC EFFORTS IN INSTALLING THESE STONES 

IN THE MEMORY OF OUR BENEFACTOR 
JIM BARLUP
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WHAT’S IN BLOOM

THE COLLICUTT GARDEN

1. Fairy Rose
2. Galanthus
3. Abelia “Edward Goucher”
4. Camellia “Setsugekka”
5. Shasta Daisy

3

5

THE MURRAY GARDEN

1. Camellia
2. R. cerasinum”Cherry Brandy”
3. R.“Marlene Peste”
4. R. Xanthocodon
5. Camellia

1 2

4 5

3

1 2 3

4 5
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WHAT’S IN BLOOM

THE MINKLER GARDEN

1. Fatsia
2. Fines cuphea
3. Sarccocco
4. Mini rose
5. Nerine lily

5

THE MCDONALD/RAFFERTY GARDEN
1. Cyclamen Caum
2. Cattlianthe Orchid
3. Mahonia
4. R. yuefengense
5. R. “Snug Bug”

1 2

4 5

3

1 2 3

4 5

1 2 3

4 5

1 2 3

4 5
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WHAT’S IN BLOOM

5

THE MCDONALD/RAFFERTY GARDEN

1. R. Fabia
2. Viburnum Dawn
3. R. yuefengense

1 2

4 5

3

1 2 3

4 5

1 2 3

4 5

1 2 3

Con4Cottoniaster

1 2

3

3

THE BUFFAM GARDEN

Cotoneaster                      Hellebore                        Holly
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WHAT’S IN BLOOM

5

1 2

4 5

3

1 2 3

4 5

1 2 3

4
5

1 2 3

Con4Cottoniaster

1 2

3

3

THE BUFFAM GARDEN

1. Cotoneaster
2. Hellebore
3. Holly
4. Heather
5. Cyclamen
6. Rubicon?
7. Camellia
8. Unknown 

1 2 3

4 5

6
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WHAT’S IN BLOOM

5

1 2

4 5

3

1 2 3

4 5

1 2
3

4
5

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

THE BURKE GARDEN

1. Galanthus Nivalis
2. Camellia Sasanqua
3. R. “Yellow Hammer”

4. Nerine
5. Daphne Odora
6. Rosa

7. Hamanelis Virginiana
8. Schizostylis Coccinea
9. Calluna Vulgaris 

7.
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WHAT’S IN BLOOM

5

1 2

4 5

3

1 2 3

4 5

1 2
3

4
5

1 2

4 5 6

7 8 97.

1

3

2

41. Unknown Barlup hybrid at Gorge Park
2. Unknown rhododendron at the Ferrie

Garden
3. Mahonia Winter Sun
4. Christmas cactus at Blackmore’s
5. “Blooming” weather at the Blackmore’s

1 2

3

4

5
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WHAT’S IN BLOOM

5

1 2

4 5

3

1 2 3

4 5

1 2
3

4
5

1 2

4 5 6

7 8 97.
This is a message to all rhododendron lovers. I do like rhododendrons to 
sleep under in the hot days of summer and the cold days of winter. However, 
those are just my immediate needs. Please consider planting more edible 
varieties such a azaleas, hostas, tulips (my favourites), fatsia, etc. so that I do 
not have to return to the forests. I have enemies there. Your gardens make 
my life so much easier. Thank you. 

ENJOYING THE AMBIENCE OF THE 
BUFFAM GARDEN IN OAK BAY

SOON TO BE COMING TO YOUR 
NEIGHBOURHOOD
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 Victoria Rhododendron Society welcomes  

the 2020 PHC Graduates 
 
At the beginning of the 2020 school year, the Pacific Horticulture College at 
HCP had a full enrolment and a waiting list of potential students. Then  
restrictions of COVID 19 came into being. In-class teaching came to an 
abrupt halt. The College offered students three options: quit and receive a 
refund; postpone until 2021; or continue with online and distance learning. 
Six students decided to continue their studies. 
 
The graduation ceremony in December was not the usual event with 
parents, friends, staff and guests attending. The students were invited to 
attend individually, each having one guest, with two college administrators 
granting the honours.  While each student was honoured, friends, other 
guests and instructors remained outside.  
 
The Victoria Rhododendron Society presented the graduates with a one-year 
local membership, a copy of The Public Rhododendron Gardens of 
Vancouver Island, as well as a copy of Rhododendrons on a Western Shore. 
 
 The Victoria Rhododendron Society is pleased to honor congratulations to: 
Sage Guyon, Michael Habetler, Dana Lee, Lindsey Magnus, Jessica Manitoski, 
Susannah Maxcy.  
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2021 ARS Annual Convention - "Rhododendrons Down 
East" is the theme of the ARS l Convention at the Old Orchard 

Inn, Annapolis AnnuaValley, Nova Scotia, Canada from 
June 3 - 6, 2021.

Save the dates. The Atlantic Rhododendron and Horticultural 
Society will be your hosts. The Old Orchard Inn ) is located next 

to the charming university town of Wolfville and 
the Bay of Fundy.

Garden Tours will include:
Annapolis Royal Historic Gardens

Halifax Public Gardens
Harriet Irving Botanical Gardens

Private gardens by the North Atlantic Wineries and
Gardens of the Annapolis Valley

https://www.oldorchardinn.com/
http://www.historicgardens.com/
http://www.halifaxpublicgardens.ca/
https://botanicalgardens.acadiau.ca/welcome.html
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Lilium SpeciosumLilium Auratum

LILIES IN A RHODODENDRON GARDEN

Lilies have often been mentioned by English garden writers as 
companions in a rhododendron garden. Most lilies, as do 
rhododendrons grow best in soil high in organic matter and 
on the acidic side. The moisture requirements of both 
species are about the same.

Both Lilium speciosum and Lilium  Auratum and their varieties do well in the 
Pacific Northwest. Auratums keep building up to four or five years, often 
having 20-30 buds, with flowers opening up to 8-10 inches in diameter. The 
only caution in growing these in the Pacific Northwest is two-fold. Firstly, the 
bulb will rot if fresh manure is used as a fertilizer. Secondly, watering must 
continue throughout the summer for maximum growth and appearance.

Speciosum Rubrum Speciosum Henryi

Black Beauty
(Speciosum x Henryi )

Red-bandedLily (Auratum)

Lilium Auratum
Adapted from an article by 

Cecil Smith
ARS Quarterly Bulletin 1958
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PRESIDEN’T REMARKS JANUARY 2021

“Stay healthy, stay safe and 
Happy Christmas to all”

Our new website is launched! A thing of beauty and a joy forever!

Please take some time to have a look around and let us know if there are other features you would 
like to see included.

Along with other District 1 Chapters, the Victoria Rhododendron Society is providing access to 
presentations via ZOOM. 

JANUARY 15 7:00 PM. LINDA GILKESON                               “YEAR-ROUND ORGANIC GARDENING”

FEBRUARY 2     7:30 PM.  ANNE AND IAN DUNCAN            “WILDFLOWERS OF NEWFOUNDLAND”
FEBRUARY 6      10: AM.   KEN NENTWIG                              “WATER EFFICIENCY IN THE LANDSCAPE”

MARCH  20        7:00 PM. BRIAN MINTER                               “WHAT’S NEW IN EDIBLE GARDENING”

APRIL 5              7:30 PM  MALCOLM HO-YOU                        “HERBACEOUS AND TREE PEONIES”

These are scheduled zoom presentations. Others may be forthcoming.

ZOOM INVITATIONS WILL BE SENT OUT THE WEEK PRIOR
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