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RHODODENDRON 

SOCIETY

Our purpose is to promote and 
educate the public about the 

genus RHODODENDRON

Meetings are held in the 
Couvelier Center on the 
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505 Quayle Road

Victoria B. C.

Meetings begin at 7:30 with a 
social gathering afterwards

www.rhodo.ca

COVID RESTRICTIONS IN 
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PW 97…FIRST BLOOM

R. ROTHSCHILDII

FAREWELL TO A SUPERB 
PLANTSWOMAN

EVELYN WEESJES 1928-2021

A TRIBUTE BY CARMEN VARCOE

Evelyn Weesjes, nee Jack passed away April 16, 
2021 on her own terms; sitting on her sunny 
patio looking at bouquets of her rhododendrons 
and the garden beyond.

Born in Victoria, Evelyn obtained her 
horticultural degree at UBC in 1954. Hired shortly 
after graduating, Evelyn worked in the UBC 
greenhouses and gardens, quickly becoming 
their chief propagator. Most people, if lucky, have 
a ‘green thumb’. ALL OF EVELYN’S FINGERS WERE 
GREEN. Because of this inherent talent, Evelyn 
was responsible for growing on root stock from  
England’s famous gardens. These newly 
propagated plants from England formed the 
groundwork for the Rhododendron Species 
Foundation at Federal Way in Washington State. 
In 1970, Evelyn received the ARS Gold Medal for 
her outstanding contribution to the 
rhododendron world.

While working at UBC, Evelyn formed a life-long partnership with Nick Weesjes, who was the head 
groundskeeper at the university. In those days, married couples were not permitted to work together. 
For 28 years, Evelyn and Nick worked alongside one another, only taking their holidays together. Upon 
retiring, they married and bought 9 acres of uncultivated land in North Saanich. Thus began their next 
journey together, creating “Towner Crest”. 

Nick and Evelyn’s garden “Towner Crest” was a showpiece to behold. It was open for everyone to 
stroll through and enjoy the beauty they created. Her sales were spectacular. For many years she 
donated funds to the UVIC Finnerty Gardens. Her spring sale was a sight to see. Lines were very long 
as many people arrived well before the sale started in order to get the “best” selection of shrubs, 
perennials, vines, trees and, latterly ferns. We are thankful for her wonderful contribution to the 
world of gardening. Her legacy lives on in many gardens in the Greater Victoria area.

TOWNER CREST

NICK’S CHOICE
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PW 97…FIRST BLOOM

R. ROTHSCHILDII

IN 
LOVING 

MEMORY

EVELYN WEESJES 1928-2021
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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

Spring this year has arrived rather late and 
somewhat haltingly. The good news is that it 
has been the longest daffodil season we have 
ever had, mostly due to the cooler weather. 
Overnight temperatures were a few degrees 
below normal and occasionally patchy frost 
awakened us in the morning. The frosty 
mornings led to some flower damage on the 
rhododendrons. Because of the weather 
conditions, the flowering season for 
rhododendrons is approximately three weeks 
late, leading to delayed plants sales.

The good news is that both the Marquardt’s 
and the Webbs are having plant sales in the 
month of May. The Victoria Rhododendron 
Society plant sales are on May 8 at the 
Marquarts Farm and on May 22 at the Webb 
household. Both sale hours are from 10am 
until 2pm.  Covid guidelines must be followed 
with mandatory face masks.

With COVID 19 continuing to spread, and 
further restrictions coming into being, social 
gatherings are no longer viable. It appears we 
will be enjoying our own gardens more and 
sharing other’s gardens through virtual tours. 
The newsletter for May is in two sections, the 
first being our traditional newsletter and a 
second section celebrating some of our 
member’s gardens in a Power Point.

We certainly miss the social interaction with 
one another. With vaccinations continuing, 
perhaps sometime in the fall, monthly group 
meetings will be the order of the day.

In District 1 News, there is talk of holding
the ARS spring convention in 2024 or 2026 
on Vancouver Island. Future ARS Conventions 
may be shaped by the COVID experience, 
allowing smaller communities to host such 
an event. A hybrid convention would have 
both vaccinated attendees and virtual 
attendees via ZOOM
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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

The COVID pandemic has created some unintended consequences. New hobbies, 
interest in gardening of all kinds, and an increase in outdoor activities have been 
some of the benefits derived by people having to work from home. 

For us rhododenron lovers, we have had the opportunity to walk around our gardens, 
take in the changing beauty of nature, and taking more photographs of our own 
created natural delights. Time off has also led us to create a new “want list”. No 
garden is ever so complete that one more plant cannot be added, especially if it is a 
rhododendron.

The Norm Todd Propagating Center is 
hoping to increase the number of 
varieties of rhododendrons we have in 
the compound. Recently, I travelled to 
the sale at the Paul Wurz Nursery to 
purchase plants on behalf of the club. 
Included were a variety of examples of 
hybrids by Barlup, Lofthouse and 
Fujioka. As more and more nurseries are 
disappearing, it is important that the 
clubs on Vancouver Island create our 
own nursery stock of desirable plants.

On April 14,Calvin and other volunteers 
planted 38 more Barlup hybrids in the Jim 
Barlup Legacy Garden.  With the increase 
plantings, the public has more opportunity 
to see the variety, size, leaf shape and color 
of these amazing plants.

Our May speaker is one of our own. 
Norma Senn has travelled the world to 
visit gardens of  many kinds. Her talk for 
May is on the ”Flower  of Australia”.
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JOE’S JOTTING’S #14

THE SLEEPING BEAUTY OF VICTORIA: CEDAR “SILVER MIST”

THE DEODAR…CEDRUS DEODARA

Deodar is the Hindi name given to a magnificent 
timber tree native to the western Himalayas, 
particularly Afghanistan and Pakistan. Individual trees 
can grow over 100 feet tall, although in a garden 
setting, 30-50 feet is more usual. There are some tall 
examples of “Cedrus Deodora” in the older and more 
established areas within Victoria.

The name ‘deodar’ comes from the SANSKRIT deva-
daru, or divine tree. It has been adopted as both a 
common and a scientific name. The extra ‘a’ derives 
from the curious tradition that all trees must be in the 
feminine case. The femininity of tree names comes 
from the legend of Daphne, a mortal who was saved 
from being ravished by the god Apollo by being turned 
into a tree.

Of the two Old World true cedars, deodar 
is the taller and can be distinguished from 
the cedar of Lebanon by the drooping 
leader and branch tips.  The cedar of 
Lebanon has stiffly straight leaders and 
branches. It is for this reason that Cedar 
Deodar is seen more often in gardens. The 
name ‘cedar’ is also applied to several 
North American and Asiatic trees.

Cedar Deodara

Cedar Lebanon
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SILVER MIST
Some readers are thinking that a 100-foot tree is that 
last thing they need in their garden. This is where the 
dwarf “Silver Mist” is valuable, growing at a much 
slower rate. This explains the rarity of such a tree in the 
regular nursery. A plant has to say ”buy me” and with 
such slow growth of the dwarf version, it is impossible 
for nurseries to keep such stock on hand. In my case, I 
bought a “stick” on sale and successfully transplanted 
that “stick” onto large pots until it is now planted in the 
corner of my driveway.

Training
Typically, the Silver Mist grows 4-6 
inches each year. The expected 
height within ten years is 5 feet. My 
method is to completely remove 
some branches, baring the trunk and 
allowing the remaining ranches to 
fan out at their tips. Anything too 
long is trimmed each year as ongoing 
maintenance.

Planting
Silver Mist has a chlorophyll deficiency.
The young leaves emerge white and very 
slowly turn green over the year. The 
contrast between the white young leaves 
and the older dark ones makes it one of 
the best ornamental conifers.

Cultivation Biology
Cedars evolved in a differing rainfall season.
Their adaptation is to establish a good root 
system. Water the new plant in the first few 
Years; and the ideal care is neglect- no water
-no fertilizer. Hardy in zones 6-10.

History
William Goddard of Floravista Gardens 
in Victoria, B.C. sowed a batch of seeds 
around the year 1960. A few of the 
seedlings were weak and yellowish and 
would normally be thrown out. He 
babied these and in a few years they 
turned out to be very interesting, so he 
propagated them. The most vigorous 
seedling was called ‘Silver Mist”; a less 
vigorous one became ‘Snow Sprite”
and the smallest was named ‘White 
Imp’.

Sources
One nursery dedicated to growing coniferous and 
hardwood trees is Pacific NorthWest Propagators Inc.            
The nursery is located in Rosedale, near the town of 
Chilliwack. They supply nurseries in Victoria. The good 
news is that they have ‘Silver Mist’ and ‘Snow Sprite’ in 
stock.
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CONTAINER GARDENING
Container gardens are ideal for a patio, deck 
or front porch. They can be used for year-
round gardening with beautiful trees, shrubs, 
perennials and grasses. This is another way to 
expand your plant palette.

Ideas from High Country Gardens

FIVE TIPS FOR CONTAINER GARDENING

1. Use bigger pots. Avoid using pots that are too small. Plants quickly 
become root-bound and it becomes almost impossible to water or 
fertilize adequately. It is important to remember the larger the 
mature plant, the bigger the pot needed.

2. Always use soil-less potting mix. Filling pots with garden soil is a 
recipe for failure. Garden soil compacts and does not allow for proper 
drainage and air flow. The potting mix can be used each season mixed 
with new ingredients.

3. Keep plants well fertilized. Because potted containers must be 
watered frequently, nutrients must be added on a regular basis. Top 
dressing with earthworm compost, and using Osmocote slow-release 
fertilizer at potting time is suggested. Supplementing with Miracle 
Gro twice a month will produce healthy plants

4. Don’t put gravel in the bottom of the containers. Counter to popular 
belief, gravel tends to restrict drainage. Using irregular rock or cut-up 
plastic pots allows for drainage to occur more readily.

5. Leaving pots outdoors over winter can be a problem.  Using a pot-in-
pot technique avoids many winter issues. Plant and place a smaller 
plastic pot in the larger pot. This technique avoids broken ceramic 
pots and cold damaged roots. Filling the space between the pots with 
bark nuggets will protect the roots from too much heat and cold.
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USING CONTAINERS IN YOUR GARDEN
When selecting containers for your garden you will 
want to choose something that suits your taste, 
allows for proper drainage and is an appropriate size 
and weight for where you want to place it. Garden 
containers come in a wide variety of materials and 
styles. It is possible to plant into any container so 
long as you create drainage holes.

Many rhododendron collectors long for the 
beautiful colors of April through June and find 
planting a container with colorful plants 
increases interest in a rhododendron garden 
when bloom time is finished.

10
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USING RHODODENDRONS IN CONTAINERS

Growing rhododendrons in pots is relatively easy 
because they have such a shallow root system. The 
most important part of potted rhododendrons is not 
the size of the container, but rather its draining 
capabilities.

Rhododendrons like moist soil. However, 
their roots will rot easily if they get too 
soggy. If one is purchasing a small 
rhododendron to pot, choose a container 
that the plant can grow into.

When transplanting a rhododendron into a 
container, firstly soak the root ball in water to help 
the roots detangle. Plant in an acidic, well-draining 
soil, mixed with bark mulch and grit. Do not plant 
your rhododendron too deeply as the roots are 
surface-like growers. Applying a thin layer of 
compost or rotted leaves on top of the soil will help 
lock in moisture.

Positioning your container rhododendron in 
the garden is an important factor. Most 
rhododendrons cannot tolerate full sunlight. It 
is best to place your container-grown 
rhododendron in dappled shade or in a spot in 
the garden that only gets morning sun. Make 
certain to water the newly planted 
rhododendron thoroughly and then only water 
when the soil feels dry to the touch. Fertilize at 
planting with a 10-10-6 fertilizer and in the 
spring, just before flowering, fertilize again 
with a 10-8-6 mixture.

11
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RHODODENDRONS THAT DO WELL IN CONTAINERS

12

Many rhododendrons are too large 
to be grown in containers that are 
readily movable.  A second 
consideration for potted 
rhododendrons is appearance when 
not in bloom. 

With these considerations, the 
Rhododendron yakushimanum
readily comes to mind when 
choosing the ideal container 
rhododendron. There are many Yak 
seedling clones and hybrids that 
would do beautifully growing in a 
container.

PERCY WISEMAN NOVA ZEMBLA GERMANIA

SCARLET WONDER EGRET IMPEDITUM
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THE RHS AWARD OF MERIT FOR EVERGREEN SHRUBS IN

SUCCULENTS IN CONTAINERS FOR YOUR GARDEN

They are known to be
survivors as they have 
been accustomed to 
harsh conditions, 
capable of surviving 
both lengthy droughts 
and extreme 
temperatures. 

Although there are some shade 
loving plants, succulents need 
lots and lots and lots of light. In 
our area, they are truly a summer 
plant. For the most part, 
containers with succulents need 
to be stored indoors during the 
winter.

One needs to select containers 
carefully, as drainage is most 
essential. To be truly successful, 
use only succulent soils. These 
soils contain peatmoss, perlite 
and mycorrhizae to prevent soil 
compaction.

Succulents have a reputation of being “troopers” in the plant world as they are desert natives, capable of
surviving both lengthy droughts and extreme temperatures. They store their own water in their signature 
thick, fleshy leaves and stems. The word “succulent” come from the Latin “sucus” meaning juice. 

RUBROTINCTUM BLUE PEARL

JELLYBEANS LIMELIGHT

SEDOIDES MORGIANUM

SARMENTOUM COPPERTONE

SPANISH CORSICAN

NEEDLE HAIRY

Most succulents will not survive a frost. In Victoria, that means a little more planning. Two varieties that are easy 
to grow and are adaptable for novice gardeners are Sedum and Sempervivum. Planting in small containers that 
move easily would allow them to be moved easily. 

VARIGATED SILVERINE

BLACK VELVET SUNSET

RED RUBIN GLOWING EMBERS

SEDUM VARIETIES                          SEMPERVIVUM VARITIES
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A GUIDE FOR LASTING HANGING BASKETS
Whether on a front 
porch, back porch or 
patio, hanging baskets 
brighten up any space 
with a welcoming burst 
of color. Annuals are 
simply the best way to 
add brilliant color 
throughout the 
landscape. Geranium, 
impatiens, zinnia, 
begonias, lobelia, 
calibrachoa, petunia, 
marigold, bacopa, 
sweet potato 
vine…there are so 
many varieties of 
annuals that can be 
placed in a hanging 
basket.

#1 Fertilize on a regular schedule as 
there is limited soil fertility
- Use a slow-release fertilizer when 

planting up
- Water with liquid fertilizer every 

two weeks, as too much fertilizer 
causes root-bound plants

#2 Do consistent watering as lack of 
water is the fastest way to lose the 
plants in the basket

- Get into the habit of watering at 
the same time each day 

- Early morning watering protects 
the plants during hot summer days

#3 Remove spent blooms to help the 
plant send and spend energy where it 
is needed the most
- Simply removing old blooms off a 

plant often means hundreds of 
new blooms a few days later

One plant                          Multi-plant

HOW TO KEEP BASKETS BLOOMING AND BEAUTIFUL

THRILLER
FILLER
SPILLER

THRILLER

FILLER

SPILLER

ARTIFICIAL
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CARING FOR YOUR ANNUALS
There is nothing like annual plants to provide 
all-season color in your containers and 
landscape.

Before buying annuals for yourself, ask:

1. Are they for container or landscape?
2. Will they be growing in sun or shade?
3. How often will you be able to water     

them? 
4. Can I commit to feeding them 

throughout the summer?
5. Which colors would I like to use in my 

garden?

Ideas From Garden Crossings

LANDSCAPES

MORE CONSIDERATIONS
CONTAINERS…bedding plants, tropical vines, 
grasses

LANDSCAPE…larger annuals

SUN VS SHADE…choose carefully, read labels

COLOR…which colors suit your style

IRRIGATION…drip or by hand

SPACE…how big does each plant grow

SOIL…amend soil with compost

FERTILIZE…regularly

PRUNING…regularly prune for optimum color

CONTAINERS
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TALL PLANTS FOR YOUR CONTAINERS 
THE ‘THRILLER’

Added to your container they provide drama and a vertical element that is prominent, distinct 
and striking

‘PINK MICRO CHIP’ 
BUTTERFLY BUSH

AGAPANTHUS

PHORMIUM YELLOW WAVEPHORMIUM BORDER RED
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THE SPREADING PLANTS FOR YOUR CONTAINERS
‘THE FILLERS’

These are the plants that add ‘the body’ to your container.

GERANIUM CALIBRACHOA

MARIGOLDS SALPIGLOSIS
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THE SPILLING PLANTS FOR YOUR CONTAINERS
‘THE SPILLERS’

These are the plants that hang lower and fall over the edge of your container.

GERANIUM CALIBRACHOA

MARIGOLDS SALPIGLOSIS

SWEET POTATO VINE TRAILING LOBELIA

BACOPA TRAILING VERBENA
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UNUSUAL CONTAINERS FOR A UNIQUE LOOK
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UNUSUAL CONTAINERS FOR A UNIQUE LOOK
Ideas from The Empress of Dirt
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SUNSINE AND HARMONY

OUR COMMUITY GIFTS AND INSPIRATION CONTINUES

NEW 
PLANTING
SITE
AT 
GORGE
PARK

IRRIGATION
IN
AND 
READY
FOR 
PLANTING

THANK YOU CALVIN
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SUNSINE AND HARMONY

OUR COMMUNITY GIFTS AND INSPIRATION CONTINUES
PLANTING DAY

THANK YOU NADINE FOR THE PHOTOS
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THE JIM BARLUP
LEGACY GARDEN
CONTINUES TO 

GROW

THERE ARE 
SO MANY

PEOPLE TO 
THANK

IT WOULD TAKE UP THE WHOLE NEWSLETTER
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A SNEAK PEEK WITH A VIEW…KEUKENHOF GARDENS
THANK YOU TO KEIKO

For the first time in 71 years, Keukenhof Gardens is closed. Even without visitors, nature and the show of the 
garden goes on. A friend of Keiko’s has sent these special images for non-visitors to enjoy.

ZIG ZAG PATHS BECOME MORE VISIBLE

THE KEUKENHOF WINDMILL

A RARE TULIP SPECIES

THE BLUE RIVER ON HYACINTHS

ZIG ZAG LINES OF FLOWERS, 
WATER AND TULIPS
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A RAINBOW OF MANY FLOWERS

DISTINCTIVE LINES OF COLOR

SUNSHINE AND HARMONY

LEADING TO THE JAPANESE CHERRY

REFLECTION OF COLOR SEE THROUGH OF WALKING BRIDGES

KEUKENHOF GARDENS IN THE NETHERLANDS
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PW 97…FIRST BLOOM

R. ROTHSCHILDII

ONE
OF JIM’S 
UNNAMED
NEW
CROSSES

GROWN
AT 
TONY
AND
CAROLYN’S 
NURSERY

JIM
NEVER
FOCUSSED
ON
DEVELOPING
A 
RED
TRUSS

A 
NICE
SURPRISE
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PW 97…FIRST BLOOM

R. ROTHSCHILDII

OUR MAY 3, 2021 7:30 pm Victoria Rhododendron Society

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85164891979?
pwd=NTVYemRnYUx3M1Zub0tab0V6QUIHQT09

AUSTRALIAN FLOWERS

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85164891979
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PW 97…FIRST BLOOM

R. ROTHSCHILDII

SPRING
VicRS
PLANT 
SALES

MAY 8 
TONY AND 
CAROLYN’S

10am. UNTIL 2pm.

COLLECTOR 
RHODODENDRONS  

AND 
PEONIES 

MAY 22
KEN AND MADELEINE’S

10am. UNTIL 2pm.

4640 CORDOVA BAY ROAD

5008 OLD WEST SAANICH ROAD
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR CLUB SALES 

WE RECEIVE FUNDS FROM THESE SALES TO 
RUN OUR CLUB
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IT’S A GOOD MONTH FOR US RHODODENDRON LOVERS


