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ZOOM MEETING INFORMATION
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81907825039?pwd=LOpJV2tnaok5aEowUWppZk1SV1lLdz09

Our October VicRS meeting is a presentation on the art 
of bonsai. Mark Paterson is a bonsai artist in B.C. and is 
owner of Urban Oasis Bonsai Store and Landscaping 
Services. His presentation will include what bonsai is; a 
demonstration of what to seek when beginning a 
bonsai sculpture; and a history of the Bonsai Garden at 
the HCP.  Mark will bring a plant on which he will 
demonstrate how to begin a bonsai along with showing 
the tools necessary to begin this art form. A list of 
appropriate rhododendron and azaleas for bonsai will 
also be part of Mark’s presentation. The meeting will 
be held in person and on ZOOM, with registration 
being necessary as Covid restrictions still apply.

IN PERSON MEETING INFORMATION

Maximum number of 50 guests plus 5 hosts

Masks must be worn at all times except for eating and 
drinking

RSVP with the number attending from your party to:
victoriarhododendron@gmail.com

Only those with a Vaccine Passport will be admitted

Sign in starting at 7:15 pm.

THE WORLD OF BONSAI
MARK PATERSON

7:30 PM COUVELIER CENTER HCP

“THE ART OF BONSAI IS A CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE PERSON AND THE PLANT”

mailto:victoriarhododendron@gmail.com
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Our purpose is to promote and 
educate the public about the genus 

RHODODENDRON

Meetings are held on the first 
Monday of every month
September through May 

on the grounds of the 
HCP Gardens

505 Quayle Road
Victoria B. C.

Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. with a 
social gathering afterwards.

Guests are welcome at no charge.

www.victoriarhodo.ca
CONTACT 4821 TOWNSEND ROAD

VICTORIA B.C.

AUTUMN ORANGE
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The most wonderful thing that happened in the past 
while was the welcome rain we had in mid-
September. In Sooke, we had about 40 millimeters of 
rain over three days. The colchicums and the cyclamen 
hederifiolium have responded with blotches of 
flowers. The asters, the Kaffir lilies and the 
chrysanthemums are adding further fall color. Berry 
color is showing on the holly, pyracantha and 
Mountain Ash, although somewhat diminished by the 
summer drought.

In Langford, some rhododendrons are in fall bloom. 
Much depends on the parentage with some perhaps 
having Elizabeth types genes in the mix. The drought 
this summer has prompted flowers when 
temperatures and daylight hours have been 
approaching spring levels. As well, the Pacific 
Dogwood Cornus nuttalii and the clone “Eddie’s White 
Wonder” are blooming fairly heavily. “Eddie’s White 
Wonder” is a cross between Cornus floridia pink form 
and our native Cornus nutalii. The cross made in 
Vancouver in the 1950’s is more resistant to fungi 
anthracnose.

Cyclamen hederifioliumcolichum

Cornus nuttalii Eddie’s White Wonder

The western red cedar seems to have suffered the  
most over the last two summers, with much orange 
colored dieback showing. Douglas firs have dropped 
their old needles fairly early and some juvenile firs 
have shown varying levels of dieback. However, Garry 
oaks appear to have come through this summer in 
fairly good shape.

Dieback on western red cedar
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Jim Barlup Legacy Garden and the ARS 
Convention 2015 Garden in Sidney by the Sea have 
fared quite well. Location and irrigation have been 
quite successful in limiting any damage in these 
gardens.

The plants at the Horticultural Center of the Pacific 
Center are doing very well. In early October, many 
of these plants will be ready for repotting in order  
to get ready for future sales.  If you have lost some 
plants, this will become an opportunity to buy new 
rhododendrons, mostly unavailable in the 
commercial garden centers.

In my own garden, it seems I may have lost a few 
rhododendrons. However, I will wait until spring to 
see if new growth starts from the base. (They are on 
their own roots, not on rootstocks). Chemainus, a 
Fujioka cross did not have leaf burn, nor did 
Whitney’s Tiger Lily. It is interesting to note that the 
Chemainus cuttings did not fare well either in sun 
nor shade, although they were kept watered. 
However, Whitney’s Tiger Lily cuttings, whether in 
sun or shade fared quite well and have shown 
growth in shade and in sun. Many of last year’s 
seedlings died in the June heat dome. Natural 
selection is at work.

Whitney’s Tiger L ily

Chemainus

Hopefully we will 
soon be able to 
resume regular 
meetings. 

NOTE:

“Fantastic Fungi” on 
Netflix has excellent 
photography and is 
worth watching.



“THE MORE WE GET TOGETHER…. THE HAPPIER WE WILL BE”
FROM AN OLD GROUP SONG FOR CHILDREN
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THANK YOU 
NADINE MINKLER 

AND 
ANNE ALLEN

FOR THE PHOTOS
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GETTING TOGETHER AFTER THE COVID SHUT DOWN…MANY MOONS AGO
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CONGRATULATIONS TO LINDA GILMORE
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It is the tradition of the Victoria Rhododendron Society to honor each year, a member of our group  for 
outstanding service and contribution. This year the recipient is Linda Gilmore.  Linda took on the job of 
creating the monthly newsletter for our members. On September 6, 2021, Linda was awarded the Abkhazi
Plate for her outstanding service. Thank you Linda!
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OUR UNSUNG HEROES
Behind the scenes at the HCP Rhododendron Garden

Many of us are unaware of the time and effort, energy and dedication that volunteers provide to the 
HCP Rhododendron Garden and the Norm Todd Propagation Center. This is a shout out and a huge thank 
you to those special people. Many of us go about our day, looking after our own gardens and just 
accepting the Norm Todd Propagation Center and the Rhododendron Garden…for just being there. This 
note is to add our special thanks for their dedication in helping our society to become part of the 
Greater Victoria Special Gardens. Thank you…thank you…thank you!

CINDY MILLER

MIKE MINKLER

DAN SYROID

RAY YOLE
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Grasses can add drama and powerful structure to a garden. They are easy to grow, wonderful in winter, add elegance 
and movement to the garden and are generally pest and disease free. Most miscanthus are clump-forming with a 

rounder outline and are usually taller than wider. They offer an exhaustive array of heights from dwarf grasses that are 
approximately 32” to majestic giants of over 8’.

There is a miscanthus for every type of garden. Some of the smaller varieties are suitable in pots or small gardens. 
Others can be planted to form informal hedges or privacy screens. They can be planted in groups or mass plantings, in 

raised planters, and as backgrounds for flowering bushes or flower gardens.

Most miscanthus are drought tolerant. However moist soils are required for best performance. Miscanthus may be 
planted in the fall, although spring is the best time. Maintenance is rather simple. It is necessary to cut their foliage to 

the ground before new shoots appear.
Adapted from Gardenia

LANDSCAPING WITH MISCANTHUS  GRASSES
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GRACE SEABROOK

‘Grace Seabrook’ is one of the finest of the red-flowering rhododendrons. It was hybridized by Cecil Seabrook of 
Washington State. It is a cross between ‘The Honorable Jean Marie de Montague’ and R. strigillosum. This plant 
combines the great foliage of ‘Jean Marie’ and the perfect blood-red trusses of R. strigillosum. 

It is to be noted that Frank Mossman did the same cross. He called his plant ‘Taurus’. The only way to tell these 
beauties from one another is that the buds of ‘Taurus’ are reddish in color, while ‘Grace Seabrook’ buds are bright 
green. 

Both plants have outstanding foliage. The leaves of Grace Seabrook are large, pointed, very thick and dark green with 
sparse indumentum. The flowers are funnel-shaped, 3” across, currant red at the margins and shading to vivid red at 
the center. The truss is ball-shaped and carries about 12 flowers. This rhododendron does well in sun or shade and 
seems to be quite pest and disease tolerant. It is hardy to -21 Celsius and grows to 8’ tall and 15’ wide in 15 years. 

RHODODENDRON OF THE MONTH
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GLOBALLY THREATENED RHODODENDRONS
Adapted from the: The Red List of Rhododendrons:

Douglas Gibbs, David Chamberlain and George Argent
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Rhododendrons are stunning horticultural plants and are widely cultivated in temperate regions. In the wild they are 
mainly associated with centers of diversity in the Himalayas and in South East Asia. This article presents a view of 
Rhododendron species in their natural habitats. Experts from around the world in partnership with the IUCN/SSC 
Global Tree specialists and the Royal Botanic Garden in Edinburgh have come together to present this assessment. 
The projects by these groups  are dedicated to halting the loss of forest biodiversity. The assessment of this group 
indicates that approximately 25 per cent of all rhododendron taxa are under threat of extinction. This is the result of 
general habitat clearance and the increasing impact of climate change.

R. sinogfalconari

Rhododendrons, including azaleas, are well known, diverse and 
have a long and rich cultural history. Famous for their flowers, 
they have drawn plant hunters for centuries. They prefer to grow 
in regions of high rainfall, high humidity, a temperate climate, 
and acidic soils There is a great diversity within the genus from 
low creeping plants of a few centimeters to tall trees of 30 
meters.

The preference for temperate climates and the diversity of 
forms, together with their natural ability to form hybrids have 
made rhododendrons incredibly popular with horticulturists 
around the world. Numerous specialist gardens in temperate 
regions of the world draw visitors in huge numbers each spring 
to view swaths of rhododendrons in bloom. As well, 
rhododendrons are valued for their medicinal properties 
serving as antibiotics, anti-inflammatories and diarrhea 
management. In some communities they are used for firewood, 
timber, teas, honey and sometimes for their narcotic potential. 
The use of R. arboretum for incense in temples in the 12th 
century is documented and is still used today.R. parmulatum

R. fletcherianum R. kongboense
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THE RED LIST OF RHODODENDRONS
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R. GARDENIA

R. PUBIGERMEN

R. CRUTTWELLII

Ecosystem services are also an important area where 
rhododendrons play a vital role. As rhododendrons grow in 
areas of high rainfall and high humidity, their role in slope 
stabilization is not to be underestimated. In the Himalayas 
where so many of Asia’s rivers start, rhododendrons play a 
major role is slope management.

Due to the importance of rhododendrons to ecosystems, 
people’s livelihoods, horticulture and their awareness of the 
threats facing native rhododendrons, the Global Trees 
Campaign called for a global assessment of their conservation 
status. It is to be noted that 1157 rhododendrons have been 
evaluated.

As a result that out of a total of 1157 rhododendrons being 
assessed, 316 are threatened with extinction, with one R. 
retrorsipilum no longer known to be grown anywhere. A 
further 66 rhododendrons are being threatened with 
extinction.

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

Conservation status 

Extinct……………………………….…….1

Extinct in the wild……………………1

Critically endangered. …………….36

Endangered……………………….…..39

Vulnerable………………………........241

Near Threatened. ……………….....66

Data deficient. ……………………....290  

Least concern.…………………........483
R. ACROPHILUM
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OTHER EXAMPLES OF GLOBALLY THREATENED  SPECIES
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Grows in four sites in 
Yunnan and one in 
Guizhou Province

R. ABERCONWAY

R.ACUMINATUM

Found on Mount Kinabalu 
and Mount Alab, Malaysia

Found in Chongqing 
and Hubei, China

R. ALBORUGOSUM

One known spot in 
lower Indonesia, less 
than 250 plants

R. AMAGIANUM

Found in Shizuko 
and Kanagawa 
Prefectures, 
Honshu, Japan

R.AURITUM

Found in Xixang, 
China

Known in two locations, 
with fewer than 200 
white flowered plants. 
Estimated 50% decline 
due to a construction of 
an electricity plant.
Sishuan, China

R. BUXIFOLIUM

Endemic to Mt. 
Kinabalu, Malasia.
It is thought thatthere
are approximately 1000 
mature shrubs in 
forests and the granite 
rocks.

14



SECRETS OF RHODODENDRON SUCCESS IN THE GARDEN
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For many, gardens mean a swath of lawn and a 
couple of rhododendrons plopped next to the 
foundation of the house. The glories of 
rhododendrons are spring blooms, strong evergreen 
leaves, adding a handsome accent to the landscape 
year-round. However, when they are mistreated in 
gardens, rhododendrons become inglorious, lanky 
messes with ugly forms and little bloom. They also 
tend to die.

Rhododendron success depends upon the gardener’s 
mantra, “Right plant, right place”. Selecting the right 
rhododendron, giving it a location it can love, and, 
with proper care, the rhododendron can become the 
“glory of the garden”.

The “right place” is well-drained soil loaded with 
organic matter. The springy soil under long-
established forests is ideal; reprlicating this in one’s 
garden creates ideal growing conditions. Organic 
matter helps to retain moisture as the plants have 
fine, fibrous roots right at the surface of the soil. 
When planting a new rhododendron, settle the plant 
at soil level, no deeper than it was in the nursery pot.

Sun or shade? Some rhododendrons can take full 
sun, but most require filtered light or dappled shade. 
Too much shade may reduce bloom. If planted near 
large trees, rhododendrons will require careful watch  
as the large trees have big, greedy tree roots.

Careful watering is essential. Rhododendrons 
originated in areas with high summer rains. Making 
certain the roots get damp will lead to success. Bark 
mulch or compost placed around the plant will help 
retain moisture. Be certain to keep the crown of the 
plant clear from such matter.

In our area, pests include root weevils. There are 
organic methods such as nematodes that will eat the 
larva, saving the plants from notched leaves. Using 
diluted Lysol and soaking the area around the plant 
in early spring will also kill the weevil larvae.  Soak 
the plant around the roots every two weeks from 
February to June with 2/3 cup of Lysol to one green 
watering can of water.

Adapted from Gardenia 15
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A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF A RHODODENDRON CAREGIVER
OCTOBER TO OCTOBER
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October is fall planting time. Get your best digging tool. 
Fall planting will result in a better root system 
developing over winter.

Sprinkle 2-10-10 fertilizer around the drip line.

Put out nematodes to rid weevils organically 
and only if the weather is above 10 degrees. 
Conditions must include ample moisture. 
Spray into moist soil at base of plant.

OCTOBER NOVEMBER

Cover plants if expecting unusually or sudden cold weather.

DECEMBER

A generous sprinkle of Dolomite Lime will add
magnesium to the soil around your rhododendrons.

JANUARY

This month is also a good time to move rhododendrons 
as long as the soil is not too saturated.

16



APRIL, MAY, JUNE 

A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF A RHODODENDRON CAREGIVER
OCTOBER TO OCTOBER
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FEBRUARY, MARCH JUNE

Now is the time to do deadheading.  Mid-June is another 
time to apply fertilizer. This application is what enables the 
rhododendrons to make flower buds for the following year.

Mid-February and early March is another time to 
fertilize. A 6-7-5 fertilizer is one that gives the 
plants the necessary energy for the upcoming 
bloom. Nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium are 
the nutrients in this particular fertilizer.

A time to enjoy

This is what we wait for

JULY 
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER

June is the time to prune. Pruning off single shoots will 
result in a well-branched plant.

Adapted from the Eureka Chapter Newsletter
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COMPOSTING 101
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Composting is the controlled biological 
decomposition and conversion of solid organic 
material into a humus-like substance called compost. 
The process requires oxygen and microorganisms such 
as bacteria and fungi to break down the organic 
compounds into simpler substances.

In natural surroundings, leaves and branches that fall 
to the ground form a rich, moist layer of mulch that 
protects the roots of the plants and provides a home 
for nature’s most fundamental recyclers: worms, 
insects and a host of microorganisms too small to see 
with the naked eye.

Recipes to follow:

1. Set up your space…a 3’x3’ fenced off area or 
buy or make a bin that you can tumble or 
aerate.

2. The best formula to follow is 2-3 carbon-heavy 
“browns” such as shredded newspapers, dead 
leaves, food-soiled paper napkins, etc. to 1 of 
greens; such as breads and grains, coffee 
grounds and filters and grass clippings.

3. Meat, bones and dairy products do not belong 
in a typical household compost. In our area, 
these are collected by our local governments.

18
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CURRENT DIRECTORS OF THE BOARD OF THE
VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY

Lloyd Gilmore President
ll.gilmore@shaw.ca
250-642-2256

Kathie Thompson Vice President
bthompson@islandnet.com
250-656-6444

Bill Gordon Treasurer
bbgordon@shaw.ca
250-479-0210

Sharon Joseph Secretary
underground@yahoo.com
250-383-1756

Brenda Macdonald Past president
macdrob@shaw.ca
778-528-3647

MEMBERS AT LARGEBOARD MEMBERS

Frank Buffam 778-432-4649
fabuffams@shaw.ca

Carrie George 250-642-3176
carrrie.g@shaw.ca

Calvin Parsons 250-290-0489
sinogrande50@gmail.com

Theresa McMillan 250-478-3515
tkmcmillan@telus.net

Lois Blackmore 250-236-6778
camplogynum38@gmail.com

Ian Duncan 250-4790-0820
duncani@telus.net

KEY CONTRIBUTORS
Ellen Wellborn…librarian
250-479-1898

Ian Duncan…audio visual
250-470-0820

Robert Burke…audio visual
250-477-5386

Brenda Macdonald…membership
778-528-3647

Carrie George…membership
250-415-9245

Joyce Whittle…editor
250-479-0210

Madeleine Webb…newsletter distribution
250-744-1785

Lois Blackmore…newsletter production
236-562-6778 19
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