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SOME THOUGHTS TO START OUR NEW SEASON

2020 AND 2021 HAVE
DEMONSTRATED WHAT IT MEANS
TO BE PART OF A LARGER WORLD
WE GRIEVE OUR LOSSES
BOTH HUMAN AND BOTANICAL
LET US CONTINUE
TO WORK TOGETHER
TO MAKE A BETTER WORLD

VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY NEWSLETTER FOR
SEPTEMBER 2021

1

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

This has been an unusual summer for two reasons.
Firstly, the COVID -19 situation for most of the 2020
year meant little social interaction. Now the Delta
variant has emerged as a threat to social gatherings
and has become a backward step for us, as we plan
for the 2021 year. I am following Dr. Henry’s
guidelines as they can change for one day to the
next. Her announcements will guide us through the
winter months.
The second issue is climate change. If one was
dismissing climate change as something that would
happen soon, this summer’s heat waves were a
wake up call. We all felt the extreme heat, and much
damage was done to the world of plants of all kinds,
including our beloved rhododendrons.
As for my plants, the heat Dome at the end of June
was the killer. Although I pre-watered my plants,
knowing that this was about to occur, I lost a few of
my recently planted plants just as the new leaves
were about to appear. As most of my plants are in
full sun, the damage was quite severe.

My older seedlings

It is to be noted that rhododendrons with leaf
indumentum appear to have received the most
damage, as noted by several members in our
club. My last year’s seedlings had very high
losses. This loss is the most that has ever
happened. My older seedlings fared much better
as demonstrated in the photograph. There are
just a few with a bit of sun damage.
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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
This was a visit to the Barlup Legacy Garden on August 15, 2021.
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BURNT SCORCHED FRIED COOKED
This summer has tested our patience, our strength and our beliefs in what we knew to be true.
Thank you Anne Allen for the title
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CARING FOR HEAT-DAMAGED PLANTS AFTER THE
HISTORIC HEAT IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Gardeners around the Pacific
Northwest are distraught with the
damage suffered by their plants
during the recent heatwave. There is
no denying that the damage is
severe. Determination of the damage caused has
depended on plant location in the garden.
Some plants died, while others were fried by the
record-breaking temperatures. However, burned
leaves do not necessarily equal a dead plant. Patience
and careful observation are needed in order to save
each plant.
Resist the urge to cut off partially
dead leaves and especially do not do
any hard pruning. Leaves, dead or
alive will shade foliage that was not
burned. Those with some green
remaining will continue photosynthesizing,
feeding the branch to help the plant grow.
Pruning forces new growth that will be
damaged if there is another heat event. It
also creates a place for diseases and pests
to enter. Cutting back on your
rhododendrons means cutting off buds
that will be flowers next year. Foliage will grow back
unless the plant is too far gone.
Water deeply. Use drip or soaker hoses for
efficiency. Remember that roots extend beyond
the plants so be certain to water in a wider area.
Do not over water as stressed plants are more
susceptible to pests and diseases. Apply mulch 2
to 3 inches deep to keep the surrounding soil
damp, and even out the temperature of the soil.
These suggestions will help create the
environment for your plants to recover over
time.
Adapted from the Oregonion, July 2021
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VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY HCP VOLUNTEER UPDATE

For much of the past year, volunteers have been limited
to having only two workers at any given time working in
the garden. Monday through Wednesday, VicRS members
continued to maintain the the rhododendron garden and
the Norm Todd Propagation Center. In July, that changed to
having larger groups and the schedule returned to every
Wednesday from 9am until noon. Cudos to Bill McMillan,
Calvin Parsons, Mike Minkler, Dan Syroid, Liam Mason, Ian
Duncan, as well as Ray and Cindy HCP volunteers.

In the rhododendron garden, the focus has been on major rhododendron thinning, pruning, along with the planting
of hostas. Other chores included pathway maintenance, fine tuning of the irrigation system and DEADHEADING,
DEADHEADING, DEADHEADING.
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THE CONTINUING STORY…

The growth of our cuttings at the Norm Todd
Propagation Center has been nothing short of
phenomenal. The January 2020 photograph was
taken about 4 months after the initial planting into
one gallon pots. The August photograph shows the
tremendous growth and health of these cuttings
approximately 1.5 years later. It is to be noted that
many of these plants will be able to be sold at the
2022 Spring Sale.

Our recent project, completed in August, was the
installation of shade cloth over three of the pot grids.
These hybrids have been thriving in the full sun. Soon
species plants will begin to arrive. They are less tolerant
of sun and high heat, hence the shade cloth. It is to be
noted that there is a difference of 10 to 15 degrees
between shade and sun.

Thank You Ian Duncan
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IN MEMORY OF HAROLD GREER
Photographer…Hybridizer…Landscape Architect…Entrepeneur

PHOTOGRAPHER
EXTRAORDINAIRE

”TRUE BLOOD”
RHODODENDRON

One of the great rhododendron enthusiasts, experts
and supporters of the American Rhododendron
Society, Harold Greer, passed away in the early
hours of August 11, 2021. His loss to the
rhododendron world is immense. For many, Harold
was known as “Mr. ARS”.
Harold was owner and long-time operator of Greer
Gardens. His nursery was world-famous as a place
to find rare and unusual plants. He and his wife
Nancy created Greer Gardens. This enterprise
turned into one of the leading mail-order
companies in the USA for purchasing
rhododendrons.
Harold was an internationally-recognized expert and
speaker about all aspects of the rhododendron
world. Greer’s Guide to Available Rhododendrons,
has become the indispensable guide for information
on both species and hybrids rhododendrons.

SPRING LIVING
RETIREMENT
COMMUNITY

Harold knew many people in the rhododendron world. He
was friends with some of the early members and pioneers
in the Pacific Northwest region. These included Halfdan
Lem, Bill Whitney, Cecil Smith, Jim Capercii, the
Thompsons, Ruth and Marshall Lyons, John and Rudolph
Henny, Carl Phetteplace, Ray James and Milton Walker.
With age and the slowing down of life’s pace, Harold and
Nancy turned Greer Gardens into a retirement
community called The Spring at Greer Gardens. This
community offers independent living to assisted living as
well as memory care. Many of the Greer Gardens
rhododendrons have been incorporated into this new
retirement community.
Harold lived a life well blessed. He had many friends
throughout the world and will be remembered for his
wonderful contribution to the rhododendron world. He
will be missed.

Harold was the recipient of the ARS Gold Medal and
served as president from 1987-1989.
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IN MEMORY OF HAROLD GREER

HALLELUJAH

EXTRAORDINAIRE

MOTHER GREER

”Many of you may or may not know that Harold passed away
08/10/2021. He was working on the sprinkling system before last
week’s hot spell. He was working next to a shallow pond in our
backyard and tripped and fell. His head hit a rock in the pond and it
knocked him out and he drowned. He did not suffer and died in our
garden. I am doing OK. It has been such a shock! He died in a
beautiful garden that he loved so much and that is where he
wanted to be.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Research
Foundation of the American ‘Rhododendron Society or to The
Species Foundation in Washington State. I will post when his
memorial service will be on Facebook for you when a date is set.
Thank you for all your prayers and love that some of you have sent
me already.”

VERY BERRY

This was posted on Nancy Greer’ Facebook page and forwarded by
Red Cavendish
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THIS IS THE TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT SPRING
BULBS
As we move toward fall and winter, it is time to start
thinking of what we may plant in our gardens to
welcome spring. Though this season is short lived, it is
called the king of seasons. Spring is the season of rebirth
and rejuvenation of nature. It awakens nature from deep
slumber. Nature becomes active again. Joy and
happiness spring from the ground after many long
winter days and nights.

In the ground, bulbs need to be planted about three
times their diameter apart. In containers, bulbs can
be packed more closely together. You need to be
sure they are not touching each other or touching
the edge of the container.

LAYERING PLANTS IN CONTAINERS
In a large pot or container with holes in the bottom,
place some drainage material such as rocks or
pebbles. Add a layer of compost to the bottom.
Place the largest or late flowering in bulb at the
bottom. Cover these with with 5cm. of compost.
Continue this process, placing smaller bulbs until
you reach the top of the container. Cover the last
layer and give it a good watering.

A spring garden it can be as
simple as a pot of bulbs
emerging over time or a
bed of beautiful spring
bulbs planted under the
rhododendrons in your
garden.
Layering bulbs or lasagna planting is planting
bulbs at varying depths so that they overlap in
bloom times. Containers and borders create an
ever-evolving feature that maximizes color
throughout the whole of the spring season.

LAYERING PLANTS IN THE GARDEN
In layering bulbs in the garden, one follows the same
process.
SUGGESTIONS OF WHAT TO PLANT
TOP…crocus or dwarf iris
MIDDLE … hyacinth, tulip, narcissus,
BOTTOM …Tulip, Allium cristophii

Thank you David Domoney
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UNUSUAL TULIP BULBS TO PLANT IN THE SPRING
Breck’s Bulbs

WHITE LIZARD

ICE CREAM BANANA

BLUE HERON

CHINA TOWN

FLAMING FLAG

BULL’S EYE
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LILAC WONDER

BRISBANE

CHARMING BEAUTY
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UNUSUAL DAFFODIL BULBS TO PLANT IN THE SPRING
Breck’s Bulbs

FIRE DRILL

TEAL

FALMOUTH BAY

ARCTIC BELLS

KIWI SUNSET

SOESTDIJK

BOAZ

ORANGERIE

TAHITI
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COMMON PROBLEMS WITH GROWING RHODODENDRONS

It is sooty mold that causes unsightly black splotches
on the leaves of rhododendrons. Insects such as scale,
whitefly and aphids secrete a sweet sticky substance
called honeydew that becomes a site for sooty mold.
Insecticidal soap and neem oil are effective
treatments.

Root weevils cause leaf damage in rhododendrons. A
mixture of 2/3 cup of Lysol to a large watering can of
water is an effective solution to pour around your
rhododendrons. This will kill the weevils in the larva
stage.

Chlorosis in rhododendrons is caused by a lack of iron.
Applying chelated iron will stop this condition.
If your leaves have areas of yellow, it may be
caused by a lack of magnesium in the soil.
Spreading magnesium in the form of Epsom Salts is
an easy way to solve this problem.

Cercospora leaf spot is a
fungal disease that produces
spores that spread to
healthy leaves. Rake up and
destroy infected leaves and
use Bonide as a fungicide to
destroy this disease.

Lace bug is starting to appear in the Pacific
Northwest. Infestations are more severe on
plants in the sun. The best solution is to spray
them off the foliage, especially on the underside
of the leaves.
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THE JAPANESE GARDEN AT HATLEY PARK
The Upper Japanese Garden was the first garden
constructed between 1908-1909 at Hatley Park. It was
designed by Isaburo Kishida. The garden is bordered
by a lake on one side and bisected by streams,
creating an oasis of calm. Japanese maples and
flowering cherries imported from Yokohama in 1909
are underplanted with azaleas and primroses.
The second part of the Japanese Garden was created
between 1916 and 1919 by an unknown designer. It
surrounds a lake and is planted with snowy Shirotae
flowering cherries and towering Pink Pearl
rhododendrons. A narrow path tracing the shores of
the lake leads to an elegant curved bridge. Across the
bridge is an island planted with 100 year old
rhododendrons. A pavilion extends over the water and
makes a wonderful viewing area to watch for the
Kingfishers as they fly across the lake, searching for
any unaware trout lurking near the surface.
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EVELYN WEESJES (NEE JACK)
October 17, 1928 - April 16, 2021
It is my privilege to introduce to you a
longstanding and highly regarded member of the
Vancouver Chapter. The story of Miss Evelyn Jack
is of a person who has literally dedicated most of
her waking hours to quietly and effectively
furthering the art of Horticulture and more
particularly, the development of the
Rhododendron species in the Pacific Northwest.
Since she is a quiet and unassuming person, she is
not well known personally even to some members
of our own Chapter. Those who have worked with
her both at U.B.C. and with the Species
Foundation of the A.R.S. are aware of her efforts.

Towner Crest rhododendron
Following the National Convention in Seattle, a
member of the Vancouver Chapter is known to
have brought a large flower bedecked hat across
the Border on the back seat of her car, decorated
with a number of choice clones which were
taken to Miss Jack and successfully propagated.
Too often, members of our society who work
diligently are passed by the honours table, so it is
with great pleasure that I recommend on behalf
of the Vancouver Chapter, Miss Evelyn Jack for
the Gold Medal Award of the A.R.S.

Her interest in rhododendrons was stimulated by a
major gift of rhododendrons from the Greigs of
Royston and since that time she has spent a great
deal of time on the collections and become an
authority on rhododendrons.
With the development of the Species Foundation
of the A.R.S. it became necessary to send scions to
Canada from Great Britain, and the task of rooting
and grafting these fell to Miss Jack at U.B.C. Over a
period, 1133 scions with 338 forms were received
and propagated practically single handed by Miss
Jack with very few losses. Miss Jack is known to to
be quietly helpful to the local buffs in their efforts
with rhododendrons.
Article from the ARS Bulletin, July 1970
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FRAGRANT RHODODENDRONS
Fragrantissimum has been around since 1868 and is the
best known fragrant rhododendron. It is a medium-sized
evergreen shrub of great beauty. Blooming heavily in mid
spring, it has large trumpet-shaped, frilled white flowers,
up to 2.5 inches wide. It exhibits a bright yellow throat
and has small trusses of about four blooms. Foliage is
dark green and somewhat hairy with impressed veins. It
makes a valuable addition near a patio or living area with
its honeysuckle fragrance.

R. Fragrantissimum

Zones 8-11
Partial sun
Mid spring
Height 3’-5’
Spread 3’-5’
Loderi King George has a powerful fragrance and
beautiful blooms. Opening from bright pink flower
buds, its huge, strongly scented lily-like pure white
flowers are softly pink-edged, with faint green
markings in the throat. This beauty blooms profusely
from mid to late spring, with loose trusses of 10-12
blooms providing a stunning display. Beautiful foliage
of large, long, pale green, smooth leaves and
burgundy colored stems make this rhododendron one
of the finest hybrids ever grown.

R. Loderi King George

Zones 7-9
Partial sun
Mid to late spring
Height 4’-8’
Spread 6’-8’
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FRAGRANT RHODODENDRONS
Rich with a lily-like scent with nutmeg overtones, Elsie
Frye is a medium-sized rhododendron with semi-erect
flowers held in lax trusses or 3-6 flowers. It blooms
heavily in mid spring, with huge trumpet-shaped, white
frilly flowers, blushed slightly pink on the outside. The lax
trusses are up to up to 4” wide. The throat of the flower
is gold. The evergreen foliage has deeply impressed veins
on hairy, elliptical dark green leaves.

R. Elsie Frye

Zones 8-11
Partial sun
Mid spring
Height 3’-4’
Spread 3’-4’.

Native to Laos, China and Myanmar, Decorum is a very
fragrant rhododendron with attractive white spring
flowers and decorative bark. It blooms heavily in mid
spring to early summer. It has loose trusses of 7-12
flowers that are funnel-shaped, white or pink tinged, and
a yellowish-green throat. The foliage is elliptical and
leatherys, with bronzy undertones and remains
attractive throughout the year. It is easy to grow, has a
vigorous growth habit, and is hardy and tolerant of sun,
warm and dry conditions.

R. decorum

Zones 7-9
Mid-late spring to early summer
Height 4’-15’
Spread 3-10’
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FRAGRANT RHODODENDRONS
Prized for its strongly-scented flowers and beautiful fall
foliage, R. viscosum also known as Swamp Azalea, Is a
bushy, medium-sized plant, with funnel-shaped white
flowers, often tinged with pink. This bushy, medium-sized
shrub exudes a strong clove-like fragrant perfume. Its
foliage is lustrous, elliptical, with a dark green color that
turns to brilliant shades of yellow, orange and purple in
the fall. Exceptionally cold hardy, this late blooming
landscape plant deserves a place near a patio, deck or
living area where its delightful fragrance can be enjoyed.
It is native to the swamps of eastern US, from Maine to
Alabama.
Zones 3-9
Full and partial sun
Summer or early fall
Height 5’-8’
Spread 7’-10’’

R. viscosum

Noted for its fragrant, spring blossoms and lovely fall
color, R. schlippenbachii is an upright, rounded
deciduous azalea with four seasons of interest. As the
leaves emerge in late spring, abundant clusters of 3-4
slightly scented, saucer-shaped pink flowers appear on
the branch tips. Equally attractive are the ovate, palegreen leaves, flushed with pinky bronze. In the fall, the
leaves turn eye-catching shades of brilliant red, orange
and yellow.

R. schlippenbachi

Zones 4-8
Partial sun
Spring mid-late
Height 4’-6’
Spread 3’-5’
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FRAGRANT RHODODENDRONS
Slightly fragrant and exceptionally cold hardy, April Rose
is prized for its early spring blooms. This semi-dwarf
evergreen shrub bears elegant, funnel shaped, double
purplish-red flowers, up top 2” wide. The foliage is
elliptical, flat, with deep green leaves. In the fall, the
leaves turn a reddish-brown. This rhododendron will
survive temperatures up to -25F (31F)

Zones 4-8
Partial sun, full sun
Early, mid, fall
Height 3’-4’
Spread 3’-4’

R. April Rose

Free-flowering and extremely cold-hardy, Dora
Ameteis is a remarkable evergreen shrub.
Blooming in early to mid spring, this
rhododendron hybrid bears an abundance of
trumpet-shaped pure white flowers, slightly
speckled pink and green within, and emitting a
spicy perfume. Held in lax trusses of about 6-8
blooms, they provide a memorable scented display
and contrast beautifully with the evergreen foliage
that becomes bronze-tinged in sunlight. Attractive
and tough, this early midseason rhododendron is
one of the finest white dwarf rhododendrons.

R. Dora Amateis

Zones 5-8
Full to partial sun
Early-mid spring
Height 3’-4’
Spread 3—4’
All sources from Gardenia. net
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NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY
EVENTS
2021
ARS Virtual Fall Conference, "Fall into Gardening", October 23 - 24, 2021
ARS Board of Directors Meeting is October 13, 2021. More information.

New Zealand Rhododendron Association 76th Convention, October 26 - 29, 2021, New Plymouth,
Taranaki, New Zealand.

2022
ARS Annual Convention, May 4 - 8, 2022, Portland, Oregon. More information

ARS Fall Eastern Regional Conference, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Dates to be determined.

2023
ARS Annual Convention, Atlanta, Georgia. Joint ARS/ASA meeting. Dates to be determined.

ARS Fall Western Regional Conference, Florence, Oregon. Dates to be determined.
2024
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LET’S GET TOGETHER WHILE WE CAN

Our first meeting of the 2021-2022 year will be a picnic at the

HORTICULTURAL CENTER OF THE PACIFIC

Monday September 6, 5 PM ONWARDS

This early starting time will allow a stroll through the garden and see what our volunteers
have accomplished in the rhododendron garden and at the Norm Todd propagating Center.
Please bring your own chair, meal and non-alcoholic drinks
DINNER WILL BEGIN AT 6 PM
WE WILL GATHER AROUND THE POND OUTSIDE THE COUVELIER CENTER
IF WEATHER IS AN ISSUE WE WILL MOVE INTO THE COUVELIER BUILDING
MASKS ARE REQUIRED FOR INDOORS, EXCEPT WHEN EATING OR DRINKING
WE WILL HAVE A RAFFLE AT THIS EVENT
PLEASE BRING A CONTRIBUTION FOR THE RAFFLE
As number of attendees is limited, be certain to register early.
At the time of this newsletter, 30 people have registered

victoriarhododendron@gmail.com
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CURRENT DIRECTORS OF THE BOARD OF THE
VICTORA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY
President...Lloyd Gilmore
250-642-2256
ll.gilmore@shaw.ca
Vice president…Kathie Thompson
250-656-6444
bthompson@islandnet.com
Treasurer…Bill Gordon
250-479 0210
bbgordon@shaw.ca

BOARD

Secretary…Sharon Joseph
250-383-1756
underground@yahoo.com

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Frank Buffam 778-432-4649
fabuffams@shaw.ca

Carrie George 250-642-3176
Past president…Brenda Macdonald
carrie.g@shaw.ca
778-528-3647
macdobr@shaw.ca
Calvin Parsons 250-290-0489
sinogrande50@gmail.com
Theresa McMillan 250-478-3515
tkmcmillan@telus.net

KEY CONTRIBUTORS
Ellen Wellborn...librarian
250-479-1898

Madeleine Webb…newsletter distribution
250-744-1785

Ian Duncan...audio
250-470-0820

Joyce Whittle…newsletter editor
250-415-9245

Robert Burke...audio
250-477-5386.

Lois Blackmore…newsletter production
236-562-6778

Lois Blackmore 250-478-6615
camplogynum38@gmail.com

Brenda Macdonald…membership
778-562-3647
Carrie George…membership
250-415-9245
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