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WHAT’S UP ‘DOWN UNDER’ IN THE LAND OF “OZ”

”CORAL SEAS” VIREYA

THE NATIONAL RHODODENDRON GARDEN

DANDENGONG RANGES

BOTANICAL GARDEN

Calvin and Jeannie are in 
Australia to attend their 

daughter’s wedding
PS. HE OFFERED TO DO A TALK



SEASON’S 
GREETINGS

TO 
VICTORIA 

RHODODENDRON
SOCIETY MEMBERS

Victoria BC has the mildest climate zone in Canada. As well, we were ranked number eight in all 
of Canada for the number of sunny hours in one year. That is approximately 2000 hours of 
sunshine every year. As for rain, our heaviest rains are typically in November and December. In 
the months of October through April we do get rain and sometimes in the summer months as 
well. Snowfalls are rare and typically last three to four days and can occur from November 
through March. A snowfall of the century occurred in 1996 where we received 124 cm (48+ 
inches) of snow.

The average temperature in December and January is about 4 C (39+ F). As winter approaches 
we remember that after December 21, the days will will start getting longer. This is the time to 
start thinking of spring, looking at garden catalogues and getting ideas as to how we may modify 
our gardens. On nicer days we may even venture into our gardens. It may be for doing a bit of 
maintenance, but best of all we are looking and thinking about how many days there are until we 
see the trusses in bloom. 

COVID-19 and the average age of our club members have put restraints on the social aspects of 
the past two years. We are slowly attempting to return to the pre COVID-19 meeting conditions, 
and are appreciating those who despite dark and early night falls, manage to meet in person.

Our Christmas dinner is on Thursday, December 1 starting at 5:30. Dinner will start around 6pm. 
Because of COVID-19 concerns, dinners will be served by volunteers. As a reminder to all:

BRING YOUR OWN CUTLERY, DISHES, CUPS, NAPKINS
REMEMBER A TINNED DONATION FOR THE FOOD BANK

BRING SOMETHING FOR THE RAFFLE TABLE
MEMBERS A-M BRING A DESSERT
MEMBERS N-Z BRING A SAVOURY



GARDEN MYTHS AND WHAT SCIENCE HAS TO SAY 
ADAPTED FROM OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY, FEBRUARY 2014

MYTH # 1 
If it is published it must be true…try to confirm if the source is reliable

MYTH # 2
Root balls that are covered in burlap must be left intact during transplanting…the soil in the burlap 
usually contains soil that is very different from where it is to be planted…differences in soil texture may 
impede root establishment…proper root preparation will improve tree or shrub establishment

MYTH # 3
Add a layer of gravel or coarse material on the bottom of containers to improve drainage…containers 
must have drainage holes…drainage material added to containers only hinders water movement…use 
only good topsoil in perennial containers for best soil conditions and soil structure

MYTH # 4
Compost is a safe, chemical-free source of nutrients for gardens….. Find sources that are of certified 
pesticide-free compost… unregulated compost may contain pesticides, heavy metals or other 
environmental toxins

MYTH # 5
Aerated compost tea reduces plant disease and is a good alternative to traditional pesticides…compost 
tea is not registered as a pesticide….the teas have not been scientifically proven to reduce pathogens or 
reduce disease…runoff from compost teas could add to water pollution

MYTH # 6
Add a handful of bone meal to plant holes before planting trees or shrubs…before adding any nutrients 
to your landscape, have a soil test…bone meal adds high levels of phosphorous and calcium…high levels 
of phosphorus from bone meal inhibits growth of mycorrhizal fungi…without this fungi, plant must put all 
their energy into root growth

MYTH #7
Healthy soil has high organic content. Have your soil tested to find its organic matter and nutrient 
levels…add only what is needed to correct what’s lacking… nutrient levels that are too high can  have 
negative effects on plant and soil health

MYTH # 8
Un-composted wood chips can spread pathogenic fungi and bacteria to healthy roots…fungal species in 
decomposing wood chips are usually decomposers not plant pathogens… use wood chips only as top 
dressing

MYTH #9
It is unlikely that cedar wood chip mulches will have negative effects on established plants…this is used 
mainly as growth-suppression effects due to lack of light



WHAT’S UP?
ALL 
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WAS
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BLOOM 

AT THE BARLUP GARDEN



Rhododendrons attempt to protect themselves from winter dehydration by curling their 
leaves, allowing them to hang down. This mechanism is often quite effective, but there is even 
more that one can do to protect your plants from winter damage. 

Cold injury is caused by too much water evaporating from the leaves at once, without 
anything to replace it. When cold dry winds blow across the leaf surface, they tend to take a 
lot of extra fluid with them. When this happens and the ground is frozen, it limits the amount 
of water that can be brought back into the plant. Without adequate water levels in their cells, 
the tips and even entire leaves can wither and die.

Since rhododendrons root much more shallowly than other plants, it is extra important to 
keep a thick layer of mulch over their delicate root system. Four inches of organic mulch like 
wood chips or bark mulch will slow water evaporation for the ground keeping your plant 
hydrated.

If there is some winter damage, cut out the damaged sections early in the spring so your plant 
can get back into shape before the bleached or damaged leaves become an eyesore.

PREVENTING COLD INJURY IN RHODODENDRONS
Adapted from Kristi Waterworth of Gardening Knowhow.com

Rhododendrons, like evergreens can handle tough winters without much help, but even sturdy plants 
get the blues when its cold. Winter damage is common, but preventative care winter care will help
negate much of the damage with a bit of preventative care.



CHATEAU DE VILLANDRY HOUSE AND GARDENS

Renaissance Chateau de Villandry in the Loire
Valley is famous for its exceptional formal gardens. 
The ornamental kitchen garden of Villandry, where 
vegetables are planted to form a magnificently 
colorful ornamental garden is the highlight of this 
”Jardin Remarquable”. These gardens are a 
horticulturist’s delight with six separate gardens. All 
gardens are perfected to an exceptionally high 
standard.

The Chateau de Villandry was built during the 
1530’s and was the last large Renaissance
Chateaux  in the Loire Valley  to be 
constructed in the 16th Century. It is a 
masterpiece of architecture and was restored 
to its original Renaissance appearance in the 
20th Century. It has none of the medieval 
influences still visible in the Loire Valley. 
There are no ornamental towers or turrets. It 
reflects more of a newer classical French 
style, and is more of a newer classical style as 
Henry IV’s Chateau de Fountainebleau.



OUR JANUARY SPEAKER

DR. COLIN TAMBOLINE
Receiving his VIRAGS ‘Novice Cup’ in the 

spring of 2022

Dr. Colin Tamboline is our first guest speaker for the 
year 2023. He has been an avid gardener all his 
adult life and became obsessed the Genus lilium in 
the late 1990’s. His talk will be about lilies and his 
passion for this particular plant.

Dr. Tamboline has been an avid gardener all his 
adult life. In 1990, he graduated from the 
University of Victoria with his Doctoral Degree in 
Developmental Biology. In 1991, he received his 
medical degree from UBC. From 1992 to 2022, Dr. 
Tambolline was a practicing family physician in 
Sidney. He is now retired and continues his 
obsession with his love of lilies.

However, lilies are only a part of his passion. Since 
2017, he began hybridizing lilies and has now 
branched out to encompass a love of native 
Vancouver Island plants, irises, peonies, orchids,  
and, recently his interest has included bog plants 
and alpines.

He has been a member of the Victoria Lily Society 
since 2002, and has been president since 2019. He 
and his wife live on a rocky one acre lot in North 
Saanich, with lots of 120 foot second growth 
Douglas Fir, Arbutus, Garry Oak  and Erythronium 
oregonum surrounding his lily and perennial beds.
His children and grand children are a large part of 
his life.



Adapted from Gardeningknowhow.com

If the grey skies, cold winds, and bare branches are all you see when looking out the window, 
here are some plants with “POPS” of color for in your garden on a winter day. 

CALLICARPA BODNIERI GAULTHERIA PROCUMBENS EUNOMOUS EUROPAEUS

HOLLY SNOWBERRY AUCUBA JAPONICA

VIBURNUM MISTLETOE PYRACTHATHA COCCINEA

SORBUS ‘PINK PAGODA’SKIMMIA ‘HUMPTY DUMPTY’

ADDING A “POP” OF COLOR TO YOUR WINTER GARDEN

PIERIS JAPONICA



GREAT DIXTER HOUSE AND GARDENS
Great Dixter is a house in East Sussex, England. It was 
built in 1910-12 by architect Edwin Lutyens, who 
combined an existing mid-15th Century house on the site  
with a similar structure brought from Benenden, Kent.

The original house, known as Dixter, dated back to the 
mid-15th Century. Nathanial Lloyd purchased the house 
in 1909 and had a similar structure moved to Sussex 
from Kent. Lutyens combined the two structures creating 
a much larger home, thus the name Great Dixter.

Nathaniel Lloyd and Edwin Luytens began the 
garden at Great Dixter. However, it was Lloyd’s son 
Christopher Lloyd, a well known garden writer and 
television personality who made it famous. The 
garden is in the Arts and Crafts style and is 
profusely planted. It features topiary, a long border, 
an orchard and a meadow garden. The garden is 
formally structured features many bold 
experiments of form, color and combination.

The house and gardens are open to the public
from the end of March to late October. The nursery is 
open year-round. In 2003, the Great Dixter Charitable 
Trust was established by Christopher Lloyd to ensure the 
property was preserved after his death. Education is at 
the heart of the trust’s work. A number of student 
placements are offered every year to ensure that the 
skills of managing an intricate, complex garden are 
passed on.



RHODODENDRON LEAF SPOT
ADAPTED FROM BBC GARDENERS’ WORLD, MARCH 2019

This disease, caused by the fungus Glomerella cingulata results in rounded spots on the leaves. Although 
it is unsightly, leaf spot is only a significant problem on poorly grown or unhealthy plants, which might 
end up dropping a substantial number of leaves.

This fungal attack causes an outbreak of spots on the leaves. The dark marks are often surrounded by a 
pinkish-purple ring. This fungus also attacks azaleas.

Promptly remove and destroy all infected leaves. Do not put them in your compost. Improving growing 
conditions such as adding a mulch of well-rotted compost or bark mulch. Continue regular watering and 
feeding. Keep deadheading. These preventative measures of healthy garden hygiene These are the 
organic ways of dealing with this fungus.

Non-organic ways of dealing with this fungus is to use a fungicide. One of the best fungicides is copper. 
This should be applied when the plants begin to flower in the spring and again in the fall, as these times 
are when plants are most likely to be affected by this disease.

Fungicide information from 
JUSTAGRIC AGRICULTURAL BLOG



ARE YOU A GREEN THUMB OR A BLACK THUMB?

Which French Impressionist built a garden at Giverny?                             Which plant is not a perennial?
Edouard Manet, Georges Seurat, Claude Monet                                       Marigold, Hosta, Phlox 

Which elements in fertilizer promotes leaf growth?                                  What soil content is measured on the PH scale?
Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Potassium                                                                Compaction, Water content, Acidity

Which flowers bulbs produce flowers in the fall?                                       What time of year does Helleborus orientalis bloom? 
Allium, Muscari, Colchicum                                                                            Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving

What is the botanical name for a daylily?                                                      What is the No.1 reason for lawn problems?
Hemerocallis, Ranunculus, Lilium                                                                   Lack of fertility, compacted soil, cutting grass too short

It is time to prune your roses when these shrubs are in bloom?             What is an annual?
Forsythia, Hydrangea, Choisya Blooms yearly, dies and comes back, a year life-cycle

In which country is poinsettia a native plant?                                               What time of year does the chocolate vine flower?
China, Australia, Mexico                                                                                  September /October, March/April, July/August

From which does a dahlia grow?                                                                      Which garden is world-famous for spring-flowering bulbs?
Bulb, Corm, Tuber                                                                                             Great Dixter, Keukenof, Rousham

In a botanical plant, what is the first word?                                                   Who was the Father of Taxonomy?
Species, Genus, Cultivar                                                                                  Andre le Notre, Carl Linnaeus, Plimy the Naturalist

What do you do with a dibber?                                                                        What is the botanical name for a snowdrop?
Make small holes, Divide perennials, Get first dibs at a plant sale           Galanthus, Chionodoxa, Ornithogalum

Hardy geraniums can also be called ?                                                              King Louis XIV is famous for building which garden?
Larkspur, Cranesbill, Black-eyed Susan                                                          Villandry, Versailles, Bagatelle

Which was a famous plant hunter?                                                                  What tree is called an Araucaria araucana?
Lancelot Brown, Vita Sackville-West, David Douglas                                   Tree of Heaven, Dragon tree, Monkey puzzle tree

When is the best time to prune flowering shrubs?                                        Who started and runs the Millennium Seed bank?
Before flowering, After flowering, Never                                                        Edinburgh Botanic Garden, RHS, Kew Botanic Garden

Steve Whysall…Vancouver Sun…December 2018

Which is  a carnivorous plant?                                                                        What is the Latin name for Holly?
Blanket flower, Venus flytrap, Bugbane                                                          Helix, Ilex, Felix

What is the mother-in-law’s plant called?                                                   Which is not a perennial?
Sarcococca, Sansevieria, Sanguisorba                                                                Marigold, Hosta, Phlox   

By what name is Dicentra better known as?                                                What is  vermiculite and perlite?   
Love-in-a Mist, Bleeding Heart, Love Lies Bleeding                             Barrier for slugs, Organic fertilizer, Neutral additive for soil   



ARE YOU A GREEN OR A BLACK THUMB ?
A TRUE GREEN THUMB

GREEN WITH TINGES OF BLACK

BLACK WITH A BIT OF GREEN

ANSWER  SHEET… LEFT AND DOWN   ANSWER SHEET… RIGHT AND DOWN

1. CLAUDE MONET
2. NITROGEN
3. COLICHUM
4. HEMEROCALLIS
5. FORSYTHIA
6. MEXICO
7. TUBER
8. GENUS
9. MAKE SMALL HOLES
10. CRANESBILL
11. DAVID DOUGLAS
12. AFTER FLOWERING
13. VENUS FLYTRAP
14. SANSEVIERIA
15. COVER TO PROTECT PLANTS

1. MARIGOLD
2. ACIDITY
3. CHRISTMAS
4. COMPACTED SOIL
5. A LIFE-CYCLE
6. MARCH/APRIL
7.KEUKENHOF
8. CARL LINNAEUS
9. GALANTHUS
10. VERSAILLES
11. MONKEY PUZZLE TREE
12. KEW BOTANIC GARDEN
13. ILEX
14. MARIGOLD
15. NEUTRAL ADDITIVE FOR SOIL

20 T0 30 CORRECT ANSWERS

10 TO 20 CORRECT ANSWERS

0 TO TEN CORRECT ANSWERS



LEGENDS, STORIES, AND BELIEFS  BEHIND CHRISTMAS PLANTS

Holly became a Christmas plant thanks to the Druids, Celts and Ancient Romans. The 
Druids believed the ability to stay green even in the harshest of winters helped them 
believe it was the most powerful plant in the forest. Druid leaders encouraged the Celtic 
Tribes to bring holly into the house for good luck and protection. The Romans used holly 
as an offering to one of the most powerful gods, Saturn. Christians in Ancient Rome 
continued to hang holly wreaths in their homes, as being a Christian in Ancient Rome 
was punishable by death.

Mistletoe and kissing is a somewhat complex issue and is shrouded in old Norse 
mythology. It is said the Norse goddess Frigg cast a powerful spell on any earth-grown 
plant that would harm her son Baldur. The crafty and deceitful god Loki realized that 
mistletoe was a parasitic plant that grows not in earth, but on branches of trees. Loki 
made a spear of mistletoe to kill Baldur. Mistletoe became a symbol of love only after 
Baldur’s resurrection and Frigg promised to kiss anyone who passed underneath.

Pointsettia’s legend tells of a young girl in 16th century Mexico who could not buy a gift 
for the baby Jesus. An angel heard her cries and told her to collect weeds from the side 
of the road and place them in front of the church alter. The story goes that on Christmas 
morning the weeds flowered into beautiful pointsettias.

Christmas Cactus story says a young boy who lived in a jungle prayed to God to give him 
a little sign of Christmas in his hot and humid land. As Christmas approached he prayed 
even more, but still nothing. On Christmas Day, he stepped out of his hut and the jungle 
was filled with flowers: cacti growing on the branches of surrounding trees….looking like 
Christmas bells.

Christmas Trees stories go back to the symbolic use of evergreens in Egypt and Rome 
and continues with the German tradition of candlelit Christmas trees first brought to 
America in the 1800’s. Long before Christianity, plants and trees that remained green all 
year had a special meaning for people in the winter. Just as today people decorate their 
homes with pine, spruce and fir trees, ancient people hung evergreen boughs over 
doors and windows. In many countries it was believed to keep away witches, ghosts, evil 
spirits and illness.

Taken from various sources on the internet



ANGEL BELLS BETHLEHEM CANDLES CANDY CANE DECORATIONS
EGGNOG FAMILY FRANKINCENSE FRIENDS FRUITCAKE GABRIEL GIFTS 
GOLD GREETING CARDS HOLLY ICICLES JESUS JOSEPH LIGHTS 
MANGER MARY MISTLETOE MYRRH ORNAMENTS POINTSETTIA
SANTA SHEPHERDS SKATES SLEIGH SNOWFLAKES SNOWMAN STABLE 
STOCKING THREE WISE MEN TOBOGGAN TOYS TREE WREATH 



BONDERSLEV GARDEN DENMARK

The rhododendron park in Bronderslev is the 
largest of its kind in Northern Europe.  It is 
seven hectares in size, has over 10,000 
rhododendrons with 130 differing varieties. 
The park is in full bloom during the months 
of May and June. The garden specializes in 
having particular species in each bed. It was 
structure this way so that the public could 
have the opportunity to see different species 
separately.

This park was created in 1994 from the 
already existing Hedelund Park which was 
establish in 1890. This particular site is 
surrounded by 100 year-old beech trees 
which form the framework of the park. It is 
well known for its many white bridges over 
the lake which is teeming with ducks and 
swans.



DATES TO REMEMBER FOR 2023
VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY

Meetings will be held on the following dates for 2023.

January 05 
February O2
March 02
April 06
May 04
September 07
October 05
November 02
December 07

SPEAKERS FOR 2023

JANUARY…COLIN TAMBOLINE …. “ LILIES”

FEBRUARY… PAUL SPRIGGS …. “CREVICE GARDENING”

MARCH… RYAN BARRY…. “DAHLIAS “

APRIL …. TBA

MAY …. “FLOWER SHOW”

JUNE …. “PICNIC”



OUR CHRISTMAS POTLUCK 
DINNER 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER I, 2022
5:30 PM.

MASKS ARE RECOMMENDED

BYO…PLATES, CUTLERY, COFFEE/TEA MUG, NAPKINS

BRING… TINNED FOOD FOR THE CHRISTMAS HAMPER

BRING… SOMETHING FOR THE RAFFLE

MEMBERS WITH LAST NAMES A TO M… BRING A DESSERT

MEMBERS WITH LAST NAMES… N-Z BRING A SAVORY

Please list ingredients for those with health issues



PRESIDENT…LLOYD GILMORE 250-642-2256
gilmore2080@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT …FRANK BUFFAM 778-432-
4649
fabuffams@gmail.com

SECRETARY SHARON JOSEPH … 50-383-1756
underbground@yahoo.com

BILL GORDON… 250-479-0210
bbgordon@shaw.ca

ELLEN WELLBORN 250-479-1898 LIBRARIAN

IAN DUNCAN 250- 479-0820 A/V

ROBERT BURKE 250-477-8356 A/V

BRENDA MACDONALD 778-528-3647 MEMBERSHIP

CARRIE GEORGE 250-642-3176 MEMBERSHIP

LOIS BLACKMORE 236-562-6778 NEWSLETTER

CARRIE GEORGE 250-642-3176
carrie.g@shaw.ca

CALVIN PARSONS 250-590-0820
sinogrande50@gmail.com

IAN DUNCAN 250-479-0820
duncaniatelus.net

BRENDA MACDONALD 778-528-3647
macdobr@gmail.com
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mailto:fabuffams@gmail.com
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