Our purpose is to
promote and
educate the
public about the
GENUS
rhododendron

JANUARY 2022
Lionel de Rothchild

Meetings are held in the Couvelier Center
September through May on the grounds of the HCP Gardens
505 Quayle Street Victoria B. C.
Meetings begin at 7:30 pm with a social gathering afterwards
VISITORS WELCOMED
www.victoriarhodo.ca
CONTACT
4821 TOWNSEND ROAD
VICTORIA B. C.
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Rhododendron kuomeianium is a new species discovered in NE Yunnnan, China. It is closely related to R.
valentinianum and R. changii, and belongs to the Maddenia group. It was found at 1800 – 200 meters. It
has a broadly elliptic to obovate leaf, between 3.5-5.5 cm in length and 2.5-3.5 cm in width. The corolla is
tubular shaped, white with pale red margins and is approximately 3.5- 4.5 cm in length.
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Plant habit
Corolla
Leaf surface
Underside of leaf
Flower bud
Corolla anatomy
Pistil and calyx

This new species was named after Professor Kuo Mei
Feng, a botanist and horticulturist from the Kunming
Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences to
honor his great contribution to research on the genus
Rhododendron in China.
Plant Diversity , August 2021
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R. ririei

R. dauricum

R. mucronulatum album
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Lee’s Scarlet

Christmas Cheer

Not to be outdone by the early blooming species rhododendrons, some rhododendron
hybrids like to join the early blooming society. Christmas Cheer is a remarkable sight when
in full bloom from mid winter to early spring. With its continuing blooming times over
several weeks, this rhododendron received the Award of Merit from the Royal Horticultural
Association. Rhododendron Lee’s Scarlet is also an early or continuing bloom hybrid that
belongs in the winter garden. It is known for the lovely indumentum on the underside of
the leaf.
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Sarcococca

Hellebores

For knock-out fragrance, the many
species of sweet winter boxwood
are a must in the winter garden.
Sarcococcas sweeten one’s day
with their small thread-like flowers
and glossy leaves. They do best in
shade and rich soil and are
surprisingly drought tolerant.

Sasanqua hybrid
Winter camellias bring joy to
the January garden. The easyto-find sasanqua series range
from colors of bright red, light
pink and white. Depending on
the variety one can purchase
plants ranging from 4-12 feet.
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The old reliable first
flowering blooms we often
see belong to the hellebore
family. The added bonus of
hellebores is that for the
most part they are deer
resistant. A few bites may be
tried, but mostly deer leave
these beauties for human
enjoyment.
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CHRISTMAS PLANTS … NOW WHAT???

Pointsettias are a classic Christmas flower. Water when dry to the
touch, remove foil or pot cover and place in draft-free area. To keep
or toss: your call, but to promote flowering for next year, place in a
bright window after the holiday. After April 1, remove the flower
tracts, and shape as needed by pinching tips until early August. Feed
every two weeks. In September, move to a room with only natural
light and zero light after dark. In early October, move to your regular
living area and cross your fingers.

POINSETTIA
Christmas Cactus are one of the hardier holiday plants
and can last for decades. Place in a bright window,
water when dry, but do not let the plant sit in water. To
keep and get flowers to set next year, take the plant
outside for about three weeks in late summer to early
fall. Bring it in well before frost and place in a room
where it is dark at night. Fertilize during the growing
season from April to October. Do not repot as they
prefer to be pot-bound.

CHRISTMAS
CACTUS

Cyclamen are cool-season plants that can bloom for more
than 8 weeks with the right conditions. Place in medium
light and avoid drafts to prolong flowering. Deadhead
spent flowers and yellow leaves by pulling off the entire
stem near the foliage line. Water from the base by setting
the plant in a saucer of water, letting it absorb for 15 to 20
minutes. This is a toss. It is tough to get cyclamen to
rebloom.

CYCLAMEN
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AMARYLLIS

Prized for their ability to bloom indoors, these exotic-looking
flowers can bloom about four to six weeks after the bulb is
planted. Some varieties send up the flower before the foliage.
Place in bright light as low light will cause it to grow floppy and
topple it. Once the flowers fade, cut the stalk but keep the
leaves to help replenish the nutrients in the bulb. Move outside
in a shaded area when the danger of frost has passed. In late
summer or early fall, let the plant go dormant and place in a
garage or basement. Cut off the yellowed leaves and ignore it.
No water until November when you begin watering and start the
growing cycle once again.
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These little fern-like plants are a somewhat new addition to
the Christmas season. They are becoming increasingly more
available at nurseries and grocery stores. Keep them on your
coffee or dining room table as they do well in low to medium
light. They prefer constant humidity and do well in
terrariums. Keep the soil moist and use room temperature
water. Water from below by placing plants in a saucer of
water for 15 minutes. Keep it if you are lucky, as they will
often die before one gets tired of them.

FROST FERN

These often come as kits or loose bulbs with a planting
medium. Pot them up and enjoy the fragrant blooms for two
or three weeks. Keep them in a cool or sunny location, but too
warm a location will cause leggy growth. When the flowers
emerge, tie the stems to decorative stake to keep them from
toppling over. Water regularly. These are not worth trying to
keep for another year.

PAPERWHITES
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Rhododendrons need acid soil and they naturally grow on
peaty soils in the Himalayas, Japan and China
Soil acidity ideal is pH 4.5-6
Rhododendrons need an open soil mixture which has air
pockets, created by adding organic matter such as leaf
mold, composted bark or conifer needles
Soil preparation needs to be a much larger area than just
the root ball.
Rhododendrons must not be planted too deep. The root
ball should be just below the surface. If you bury the root
ball, you may kill the plant. Do not add very thick layers
of mulch over the root ball.
Ensure the plant is well watered, but allowed to drain.
Soil should be firmed around the roots, but do not stamp
the root ball. Best planting time is October to early April,
depending on weather conditions.

Rhododendrons do not grow well under greedy trees. Tree
roots will take up most available moisture and lack of light
creates straggly, shy-flowering plants. Good trees to grow
with rhododendrons include Japanese maples, flowering
cherries, conifer, pine, larch, spruce, firs and cedars.

Rhododendrons in containers must have
good drainage. Evergreen azaleas, yaks and
R. Williamsianum hybrids are good choices for
container growing. Using ericacaceous compost
with some added perlite, grit or bark creates the
best soil conditions. Ensure drainage holes do not
get plugged.
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1.

How to grow Rhododendrons| Royal Horticultural Society

2.

Rhododendron Varieties and How to Grow Them| jonny A

3.

Growing rhododendrons-what you need to know |The Middle -sized Garden

4.

Planting Rhododendrons and Azaleas |THE RIGHT WAY Dayton Nursery

5.

Rhododendrons-growing and planting |Rare find Nursery

6.

What is an azalea, care, pruning, deadheading, soil |Gardening at Douentza

7.

Rhododendron Garden tour at |Kincaids Nursery
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THISTHIS
HAPPYDENDRON
INKARHO

BRASILIA
INKARHO

CONSTANZE
INKARHO

RASPUTIN
INKARHO
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BELLINI
INKARHO

KARL NAUE
INKARHO
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DR. H. C.
DRESSELHUYS

OLD PORT

HACHMANN’S
FEUERSCHEIN

DUFTHECKE
LILAC

RABATZ
ARIANE
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THEM

US

“sequester carbon through ecosystem
restoration and improved management
practices that increase carbon stored in
forests, grasslands, soils, inland and
coastal wetlands and marine environments
while maintaining ecological values”
“maintaining and restoring wild or nearwild areas that conserve healthy
populations of native species”
“identify any potential federal Crown lands
or waters that would contribute to the
commitment to conserve and protect 25%
of Canada’s land and oceans (working to
30% by 2030) through low to no-cost
designation or other conservation
measures”
“developing management approaches as
required for federal sites to protect
biodiversity and enable sites to become
protected as protected areas”

Plant a tree.. trees help purify the air and give
wildlife a home
Start a compost pile.. take your kitchen scraps and
convert them to nutrient-rich food for your soil
Use a rain barrel.. conserving water makes less
impact on the earth while growing a greener
garden
Water smartly.. give your garden a drink during
the coolest part of the day so more water can
seep into the ground before it evaporates
Reduce the grass in your lawn.. non-grass lawns
can be made up of easy-care groundcover plants,
wildflowers, stone, pavers or other materials,
resulting in less work, less watering and less
mowing
Use fewer chemical-based products.. try replacing
fertilizers, herbicides or pesticides with more
natural strategies
Plant more rhododendrons.. sales will be coming
in the spring
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Species include: R. arborescens

R. bureavii

R. davidsonianum

R. decorum

R. calophytum
R. falconeri
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R. sinogrande

R. fulvum
R. pachysanthum

R. viscosum

R. luteum
R. pseudochrysanthum

R. williamsianum
R. macabeanum
R. racemosum
R. argyrophyllum

R. makinoi
R. rex

R. obiculare
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R. mucronulatum
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Robert John Thornton was a English physician and
botanical writer noted for A New illustration of the
Sexual System of Carolus Von Linnaeus (1807) and
the Temple of Flora. He was destined for a career in
the church, but while at Trinity College, Cambridge
he found inspiration in the botanical lectures of
Thomas Martin and switched to studying medicine.
Many consider Thornton’s book to be the greatest
of all flower books.

The Winged Passion-Flower,
1807

The Superb Lily, 1807

The Quadrangular Passion Flower, 1807

Hyacinths, 1807

The Pontic Rhododendron, 1807

A Group of Auriculas, 1807

The Nodding Renealmia,1801

The White Lily,1799
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Indian Reed, 1807
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DEER FERN

JAPANESE PAINTED FERN

WESTERN SWORD FERN

AMERICAN MAIDENHAIR
FERN

TASMANIAN TREE FERN

HART’S TONGUE FERN

JAPANESE HOLLY FERN
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TASSEL FERN
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R. argyrophyllum “Chinese Silver” is a
beautiful rhododendron to add to any
garden. Red in bud, opening to excellent
pink bell-shaped flowers with a darker
flushing and flowering in early May.
The leaves are dark green with a. silvery
lower surface. It is an easy to grow plant,
reaching 5- 6 feet in 10 years. It is native
to China, growing at 2,250 meters. It was
awarded the Garden Merit by the Royal
Horticultural society in 1933.
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NOTES FROM
18 THE BOARD

BOARD MEETING DECEMBER 20, 2021
With COVID and its variants making life more difficult each day, it appears
that our members have “stepped up to the plate” and continued to support
the Victoria Rhododendron Society.
This is despite not enjoying the social interaction we have when all is
normal. Friendship and communication with one another in a social setting
is very much a part of who we are as a society.
Just know we will still accept all membership applications into 2022. The
monies collected for full membership in the VicRS and the ARS will be sent
this month to the US. Just a reminder that the VicRS does subsidize that
category of belonging in our society.
The water bill for the Norm Todd Propagating center will soon be arriving.
Bill Gordon will send a cheque to cover the costs.
As of this date, the HCP cannot find the cheque we sent them for October.
Bill will investigate.
The VicRS has tentatively booked the Couvelier Center for months February
to May and September to December 2022. Much will depend on the Health
Restrictions as the continuing COVID restrictions may alter our plans.
Our regular monthly meeting that is held on the first Monday of every
month is cancelled for January 2022.
The Board made a decision to instead take advantage of a special ZOOM
meeting on January 15, starting at 11:00 am. Information is included in this
newsletter.
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VICTORIA RHODODENDON SOCIETY
CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS

Lloyd Gilmore President
llgilmore@shaw.ca
Kathie Thompson Vice President
bthompso@islandnet.com
Bill Gordon Treasurer
bbgordon@shaw.ca
Sharon Joseph Secretary
underground@yahoo.com

BOARD MEMBERS

Brenda Macdonald Past President
macdrob@shaw.ca
Frank Buffam
fabuffams@shaw.ca
Carrie George
carrie.g@shaw.ca
Calvin Parsons
sinogrande50@gmail.com
Theresa McMillan
tkmcmillan@telus.net

MEMBERS AT LARGE

Ian Duncan
duncani@telus.net
Ellen Wellborn…librarian 250-479-1898
Ian Duncan…audio-visual 250-479-0821
Robert Burke…audio-visual 250-477-5386
Brenda Macdonald…membership 778-528-3647
Carrie George…membership 250-642-9245
Joyce Whittle…newsletter editor 250-415-9245
Madeleine Webb…newsletter distribution 250-744-1785

KEY CONTRIBUTORS

Lois Blackmore…newsletter production 250-478-6615

IN THE SHADOW OF MIGHTY KANGCHENJUNGA:
…a botanical expedition to the Bhutan and Sikkim Himalaya
JANUARY 15, 2022 11 am.

Seamus O’Brien manages the National Botanic Gardens of Ireland Kilmacurragh. He is a
veteran of many plant expeditions and author of In the Footsteps of Augustine Henry and In
the Footsteps of Joseph Dalton Hooker.
In 2014 Seamus led an expedition of Irish horticulturists and tree enthusiasts to the
mountains of Bhutan and Sikkim, following the routes of early botanical explorers such as
William Griffith, Joseph Hooker, Frank Ludlow and George Sheriff. His travels took him from
tropical valleys to icy glaciers, to woodlands and mountain tops. Seamus will
entertain us with his recollections of these
adventures.

JANUARY 15 AT 11 AM.
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