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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
It is still February as I write this and I do see a few
rhododendrons in bloom and my Christmas Cheer is
out and about. It is time for me to go to Finnerty
Gardens to see what is in bloom and what is about to
be coming into bloom. I usually get a couple of R.
macabeanum for making crosses.
I have noticed a heavy bud set this year. This may be
in response to last year’s heat dome we experienced
in late June of 2021. Linda and I were out Sidney way
and noticed how well the rhododendron garden is
being cared for.

Last year’s heat dome resulted in these plants developing
seeds much later than usual. They looked very much the
same as they usually do based on my past experience.
However, much to my surprise, the seed sown just over a
month ago has resulted in approximately a 95% take.
I have spent about 30 hours transplanting rhododendron
seedlings to community pots with spacing approximately
4mm. I use a 10X loupe and a toothpick. Each transfer
takes about 6 seconds per seedling. I transplant this way
as if I wait for the first leaves to appear, the roots are too
entangled. The seedling pot shown has about 150
seedlings in it. I have already transferred approximately
150 seedlings to date.

This year was unusual for me in my hybridizing
journey. Some crosses I made had very low or no
germination. This was particularly noticeable in the
pollen from Rubicon. I held back on some crosses
from the Seed Exchange believing that they would
have low or no germination based on my past
experience. As some parents have to reach a certain
age to produce viable seed, I gave extra water and
fish fertilizer to plants I wanted to use as parents.

WOW!
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I continue my hybridizing journey with the
crosses that I made last year.
THESE INCLUDE:
(CHORUS LINE X DEXTER’S PEPPERMINT)
(NIGHT MAGIC X ([DECORUM #732 COX 2006
X DEXTER’S SPICE #2])
(BLACK WIDOW X ([ DECORUM 732 COX
2006 X DEXTER’S SPICE #2])

I hope you and your garden are doing well.

I SEND THIS BEGONIA ALONG TO BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY

X
CHERRIES AND MERLOT

RUBICON

X
ORANGE PRELUDE.
SPRING IS ON ITS WAY!

CHERRIES AND MERLOT
BUDS ARE SWELLING!

WEEDS ARE GROWING!

NICE DAYS ARE ENCOURAGING US TO GET OUT INTO THE GARDEN
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Phytochemicals in Himalayan plant found to inhibit SARS-CoV-2 Infection
Researchers from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Mandi and the International Centre for Genetic
Engineering (ICGEB) have identified phytochemicals in the petals of a Himalayan plant that could potentially
be used to treat COVID-19 infection.
The research found that the phytochemical-rich petals of Rhododendron Arboreum found in the Himalayan
region, locally called “Burnash”, show antiviral activity and fight against the virus.
The findings of the research team have recently published in the journal Biomolecular Structure and
Dynamics.
While vaccination is one route to providing the body with fighting power against the virus, there is worldwide research for non-vaccine medicines that can prevent viral invasion of the body. These medicines use
chemicals that either bind to the receptors in the body cells and prevent the virus from entering them or act
on the virus itself and prevent its replication inside the body.
Among the different types of therapeutic agents being studied, phytochemicals are considered particularly
promising because of their synergistic activity and natural source with fewer toxicity issues.
The petals of the Himalayan Burnash flower are consumed in various forms by the local population for
theirvaried health benefits. Hot water extracts from the petals were found to be rich in quinic acid and its
derivatives. Studies of these phytochemicals have two kinds of effects against the virus. Research shows that
non-toxic doses of the petal extracts can inhibit Covid infection in VERO E6 cells (derived from the kidney of
an African green monkey) without any adverse on the cells themselves. Further support is needed to carry
out additional research at finding specific bioactive drug candidates from R.arboreum.
Adapted from The Indian EXPRESS
Thursday, January 22, 2022
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WHAT IS A BOTANIC GARDEN?
Photo and text ideas from Kew Gardens

We all think that we know instinctively what a botanic garden is– a beautiful garden where plants are labeled.
Throughout history, botanic gardens have increasingly become more complex, and in 1963 The International Association
of Botanic Gardens decided that a botanical garden is ‘place open to the public in which plants are labeled’. The list of
criteria must include either in part of whole, such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Having a reasonable degree of permanence
An underlying basis for the collection
Proper documentation of the collection, including wild origin
Monitoring the plants in the collection
Adequate labeling of the plants
Open to the public
Communication of information to other gardens, institutions and the public
Exchange of material or seed with other botanic gardens, institutions and the public
Undertaking of scientific or technical research on plants in the collection
Maintenance of research programs in plant taxonomy in associate herbaria

RICHARD WILFORD ROCK GARDEN

The Victoria Rhododendron Society is well on the way in creating our own Botanical Garden
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WORK CONTINUES AT THE BARLUP LEGACY GARDEN
Instead of working at the HCP gardens which usually happens on Wednesdays, the volunteers spent
their time at the Barlup Legacy Garden. Rick, the Esquimalt Parks and Recreation manager asked
Calvin if some volunteers could help spread some mulch on the Barlup Garden. When they arrived
at the park, there was a large dump truck full of mulch just waiting to be spread. While they were
taking a break and admiring their work, much to their surprise, another full load of mulch was
delivered. Needless to say, they all slept very well that night.

THANK YOU

TH

CALVIN
MIKE
BILL
ROY
DAN
GORDIE

OU!
Y
K
AN
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JOE’S JOTTINGS #15
The quinces: pretty flower, neglected fruit—time for a revival
Quince Species
The quince are classified into three genera:
1. Pretty faces, Chaenomeles (k-NO-mel-aze), three horribly spiny shrubs
2. Medieval Fruit Cydonia (kid-OH-nee-a), the European quince, a small tree
3. Mugua, Pseudocydonia (soo-doh-KID-oh-nee-a, the taller, Chinese quince

CHAENOMELES

C. japonica
C. speciosa

C. cathayensis

C. speciosa and and C. japonica are
both quite common in gardens and are
valued for their cheerful clusters of
white, pink or red flowers in the
spring. Many plants on the market are
hybrids. I have lost too much blood to
their thorns to actually like them. A
thick-skinned disciplinarian could take
one or two shoots and plant them
against a sunny wall and have a
spectacular flower display. Avoid
shade as quince love heat and sun.
Just water to get established and then
stop.

A third species, C. cathayensis (ka-thay-EN-sisis from China is very rare; the
flowers are white and not showy. However, the thorns can grow to
3inches/7.5 cm. This quince forms a small tree if trained. Some have been
reported as having reached 15 feet/5m in a few botanic gardens. The main
reason for having this specimen would be for the clusters of large fruit,
growing up to 6 inches/15cm. The fruit of all quince is extremely hard and
persistent. Birds, racoons, and not even the eating machine local deer
would touch it.

VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY MARCH
NEWSLETTER 2022

7

CYDONIA OBLONGA, THE “EUROPEAN” QUINCE

FLOWER OF
CYDONIA OBLONGA

FRUIT OF
CYDONIA OBLONGA

This fruit tree is not known in the wild but it must have originated somewhere in the Mesopotamian
area, once known as Persia. Calling it ‘European’ is a liberty. Quince trees grow slowly and fit small
gardens well. I am an enthusiastic booster for them but do prune to a single trunk as it will insist on
sprouting low down until it develops a thick enough bark. They look so much better as a single tree.

MUGUA, CHINESE QUINCE, PSEUDOCYDONIA
One of the aims of the Abkhazi Gardenis to have a few plants representing the countries of the origin of
the two people who built it. Abkhazi Garden is maintained by volunteers, owned by The Land
Conservancy and is dependent upon donations and sales. Prince Nicolas Abkhazi and Princess Peggy
Abkhazi had remarkably turbulent origins in the Abkhazia region of Georgia and Shanghai, China but
finally found peace in Victoria.
A rooted cutting was obtained from a nursery south of Vancouver and after various problems, was planted
in the Abkhazi Garden. It is somewhat shaded by the Carpinus hedge and has not flowered or fruited yet.
This is a taller species than the European quince and differs in having finely toothed leaves which turn
reddish and persist into winter, as well as having silvery, peeling bark when mature.

MUGUA FLOWER
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A TASTE OF HONEY - QUINCE RECIPES

Quince fruit was highly valued until the invention of refrigeration because it could be stored well into late
winter, which at that time was the only fruit which remained edible for a long period of time. Nowadays it is
often ignored or deemed a nuisance. However, cooked quince has a unique property-it develops a delicious
flavor of honey and for that reason it is still valued. Either a beautiful clear red jelly or a conserve,
depending on how it is preserved.

PREPARATION

In late October cut the fruit into chunks about a centimetre or two across. Do not peel or core. This is a
brute force operation. Use a stout knife and cutting board along with a rubber mallet if necessary. Place in a
large pot, cover with water and simmer for an hour or two, adding water if necessary. For a clear jelly allow
the pot to simmer without too much stirring and simply decant liquid through a colander. Any cloudiness
will clear later. For the conserve, mash and strain through a colander. For every unit of juice add an equal
amount of sugar and boil until a test drop sets on a cooled plate. Usually 20-30 minutes is sufficient as
quince is high in pectin. If too much water is added during the process, one can just continue to boil. The
jelly develops a rich amber color and tastes heavenly. It makes an excellent gift.

CLIMATE
Quince is known to have been growing in the hotter regions of southern Europe and around the
Mediterranean .It can grow where it is too hot for apples and other northern fruits. With climate change
happening, the growing range is extending northwards in the northern hemisphere. I have found it
makes an excellent tree in the more arid regions of Vancouver Island.

VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY MARCH
NEWSLETTER 2022

9

REBLOOMING AZALEAS FOR SHADE OR PART SHADE
IDEAS AND PHOTOS FROM PROVEN WINNERS

RED
Bloom-A- Thon azaleas are a series of re-blooming
azaleas that provide for multiple seasons of
interest. The large flowers appear in April, re-bloom
again in July and continue blooming until a hard
frost occurs. Flowering lasts for 4-6 weeks in the
spring and then another 12-16 weeks in the
summer and fall.
They are available in four colors: red, white (dwarf),
lavender and and double pink. The glossy evergreen
foliage is disease resistant and maintains excellent
color year round. They grow best under conditions
of light shade, adequate moisture and fertile welldrained soil. Partial sun to dappled shade is ideal
and prevents flower scorch in full summer sun.

PINK
DOUBLE

WHITE

The plants produce an abundance of large flowers,
are self-cleaning which reduces disease and
increases their beauty in the landscape. For best rebloom, a light, all-over trim when the spring
blossoms fades is recommended. This encourages
new growth which is responsible for producing
flower buds for re-bloom. For optimum bloom and
care of the plant, a 2-3” layer of shredded bark
mulch is recommended. As they are semi-green in
that they keep their leaves at the end of their
branches but lose nearly all of their inner leaves.

LAVENDER

HOT PINK
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PLANTS OF THE YEAR FROM PROVEN WINNERS 2022
1

PRINCE TUT

4

2

7

PAINT THE
TOWN PINK

RASPBERRY MOON

5

SHADOWLAND

33
33

6

DOUBLE DAY
DAYDOOZIE

SUNORITA

1. EGYPTIAN PAPRYRUS
2. CALADIUM
3. PINKS
4. HOSTA
5. SPIREA
6. ROSE

LITTLE
QUICK FIRE

7. PANICLE HYDRANGEA
8. SMOOTH HYDRANGEA
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THE YUMTHANG VALLEY OF SIKKIM
For armchair travelers

*

The Yumthang Valley or Sikkim Valley of Flowers is located in the North
District of Sikkim. It is a nature sanctuary with a river, hot springs, yaks
and grazing pastures on rolling meadows, surrounded by the Himalayan
Mountains. It is at an elevation of 3,564 meters (11,693 ft) above sea
level and 150 km (93) miles from the state capital Gantok. Gantok sits
within the largest district of Sikkim. The landscape is mountainous with
dense vegetation up to the alpine level where it thins to desert scrub.

GANTOK

SHINGBA RHODODENDRON SANCTUARY
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The Shingba Rhododendron Sanctuary
has more than 40 species of
rhododendrons.
In the spring flowers sprawl far and
wide covering an area of about 43
square miles. The sanctuary is about a
seven hour drive from Gantok.
Dependent on the weather, the flowers
start blooming in March and reach their
peak in April and early May.
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SHAPES OF INDIVIDUAL FLOWERS AMONGST RHODODENDRONS
The shape of the individual flower must be included in every rhododendron registration at the Royal Horticultural Society
Adapted from the RHS

1A A

2B
Amber Kiss
Calsap

Amber Kiss

4D

3C
R.

J

Arctic Morn

R. Thompsonii

5E
R. Dalhousiae var habdotum

7G

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

A.. funnel-shaped
B.. tubular funnel-shaped
C.. broadly funnel-shaped..
D.. tubular
E.. tubular-campanulate
F.. saucer shaped
G.. campanulate
H.. ventricose-campanulate
I.. trumpet-shaped
J.. Rotate
K.. Broadly campanulate

R. sinogrande

6F

Drifting Dreams

8G

Pink Pearl

11J

Diane

A

9H

10I

Dandy Man Color Wheel
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SHAPE OF THE FLOWER..EASY PEASY..AND NOT SO EASY AS
MORE INFORMATION IS REQUIRED
FLOWER NECESSITIES FOR ARCTIC MORN
. DESCRIBE SHAPE broadly funnel-shaped
. NUMBER OF FLOWERS 9 flowers in a ball truss
. MEASURE flower size 51x76 mm
. DESCRIBE FLOWER PETALS 5 rounded, wavy-edged lobes
. DESCRIBE COLOR OF PETALS yellow( 11C) in bud

ARCTIC MORN

. COLOR CHANGES INSIDE PETAL yellow opening inside to
a pale yellow green (4D)
. FURTHER CHANGES INSIDE PETAL COLOR light greenish
yellow (4C) in dorsal section of the throat
. FURTHER CHANGES INSIDE PETAL COLOR prominent deep
greenish yellow on the dorsal lobe and on flanking halves of
the adjacent lobes
. DESCRIBE OUTSIDE COLOR outside pale yellow green (4D)
with light greenish yellow (4C) on the dorsal lobes from base
to 6 mm from margins
. ANTHERS COLOR light brownish
. PISTIL COLOR yellowish
. CAYLYX 25 mm pale greenish yellow (4D) fading to light
yellowish green ((4C)

DRIFTING
This information
is beingREAMS
shared with our chapter as I believe that not many people know what information is
needed to register a rhododendron. All information is then sent to Michael Mills, Registrar of the American
Rhododendron Society. The information is reviewed and if all is correct it is then sent to The Royal Horticultural
Society in England. It is then published in the ARS Journal. Note that Jim Barlup registered more than 230
hybrids during his hybridizing career.
Further information must include:
Category of plant
Seed parents
Hybridized by
Raised by
Selected by
Named by
Introduced by

Unique registered name
Registered by
Plant measurements
Leaf shape
Leaf color
Flowering time
.
Hardiness

Lepidote or elepidote
If parents are crosses, what they are
Grown to first flower by
Indumentum if any
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FENG SHUI IN THE GARDEN
The words “Feng Shui” mean wind and water and represent the gentle flow of the natural world around you. It
means that the shapes you use around the garden also affect the flow of harmony in your life. When you plant
your garden in Feng Shui colors, you activate the specific energy of each. Flowers of reds, oranges and yellows
increase active energy, while those in tones of blues and purples calm you.

Use the Feng Shui bagua (bag wha) or mapping chart to decide where to place each color. Hold the
bagua in front of you as you enter the main entrance to the garden. Plant your garden to match the
colors and shapes recommended for each area. For example, in the wealth area (upper left hand
corner of the garden) grow hot color plants to increase wealth and prosperity.

CHERRIES AND MERLOT

DANCING EMBERS
WINDSONG

FIRERIM

WINDSONG

TAURUS

NANCY EVANS

ORANGE AMBER

Feng Shui Bagua
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FIRE…EARTH…METAL…WATER…WOOD
FIRE
Shape…Triangle
Colors…red, orange, purple
Attribute…encourage happiness and reduce sadness
Plant…red, orange and purple flowers, add a fire pit or lanterns
Iris, calla lily, birch trees, spruce trees
Red rhododendrons

Taurus

Orange Amber

Polarnacht

EARTH
Shape…square
Colors…yellow
Attribute…encourage stability, security, grounding
Plant …yellow flowers and arrange rocks, and clay
pots around them
Poppy, rose, boxwood, juniper
Yellow rhododendrons

Singing Sun

Windsong
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METAL
Shape…round
Colors…white, pastel
Attribute…encourage control, acceptance, enlightenment
Plant…white flowers and decorate your garden with metal sculptures and wind chimes
Lavender, hydrangea, globe thistle
White rhododendrons

Cunningham’s White
WATER
Shape…curved
Colors…blue
Attribute…encourage relaxation, optimism, peace of mind
Plant…blue and purple flowers, and create a pond, a fountain or a bird bath
Wisteria, hosta, butterfly bush
Blue Rhododendrons

Blue Baron
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Adapted from Feng Shui for Real Life

WOOD
Shape…vertical
Colors…green
Attribute…encourage growth, change, dream
Plant…green shrubs and trees and place wooden benches, chairs or a trellis
Tall trees and tall plants
Tall Rhododendrons

Augustinii Electra

Avalanche

Remember to keep your Feng Shui Garden harmony fresh, natural and flowing. Deadhead flowers when
they fade, but avoid over-pruning your trees and shrubs into tight shapes

Fire

Earth

Metal
VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY MARCH
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RHODODENDRON MOUNTAIN IN TOTSUKAWA VILLAGE
FOR THE ARMCHAIR TRAVELLER

A 21ST CENTURY JAPANESE FOREST PARK FOR FLOWER LOVERS
Flower appreciation is a popular hobby in Japan and the
country’s four seasons offer many opportunities to enjoy the
variety of flowers, shrubs and trees. The colorful pink cherry
blossoms are what comes to mind when one thinks of flowers in
Japan. However, equally colorful varieties of rhododendrons
and azaleas are found on Rhododendron Mountain in the
Totsukawa Village. While off the beaten track, it is a hidden gem
for rhododendron lovers in the spring. This village is the largest
village in Japan, with 90% of the village in the mountains. It is
also the location of Tamaki-jinja-Shrine. The shrine is a World
Heritage Site and is said to have been established in 37 BC. It is
is located south of Tokyo and travel to the site is approximately
an 8 hour drive.

seasons offer many opportunities to enjoy
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IN HONOR OF ST. PATRICK
It is said that St. Patrick chased all of the snakes out of Ireland
JUST THE FACTS MA’AM…JUST THE FACTS…HERE THEY ARE
St. Patrick was not Irish. He was born in Britain around 385 AD and was kidnapped by Irish pirates at the age of 16
Green was not the original color to represent St. Patrick…it was blue
There were no snakes in Ireland to chase out. It is thought the “snakes” represented the Druids and Pagans of Ireland

After so much Irish Malarkey, they became known for their beautiful Irish Gardens.

The Rhododendron Walk

Seamus O’Brien and Prince Charles

The National Botanic Gardens at Kilmacurragh
A monastery was built in the 7th Century and operated as such until Cromwell invaded the land and passed it to the
Acton Family in 1854, when it was a period of botanical and geographical exploration. In collaboration with the
curators of the National Botanic Gardens, Acton built a new and pioneering garden. Thomas Acton and his sister
Jane were behind the establishment of the gardens, subscribing to plant hunting expeditions and establishing
contacts with botanical gardens and nurseries around the globe to acquire exotic seeds for the gardens. The
Rhododendron Walks were developed through a friendship with David Moore, the curator of the National Botanic
Garden at Glasnevin. This led to Kilmacurragh becoming the home of the national rhododendron collection.

Kilmacurragh House
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IRELAND HAS THE THIRD MOST CONSUMPTION OF TEA IN THE WORLD

THE HARP IS THE NATIONAL SYMBOL OF IRELAND, NOT THE SHAMROCK

10 MILLION PINTS OF GUINESS ARE PRODUCED IN DUBLIN EVERYDAY

HALLOWE’EN WAS DERIVED FROM AN IRISH FESTIVAL CALLED SAMHAIN

DID YOU KNOW THIS ABOUT IRELAND

THE LONGEST NAME IN IRELAND IS MUCKANAGHEDERDAUHAULIA

THE SUBMARINE WAS INVENTED IN IRELAND BY JOHN PHILIP HOLLAND

MORE IRISH PEOPLE LIVE ABROAD THAN ARE IN IRELAND

IRELAND IS KNOWN AS THE EMERALD ISLE BECAUSE OF ITS ROLLING GREEN FIELDS

FROM IRELAND BEFORE YOU DIE
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Rhododendrons at
Howth Castle

The Rhododendron Gardens at Howth Castle Dublin

On a steep slope, just outside of Dublin this 30 acre rhododendron garden was first planted in 1854 and is best
known for its 2000 varieties of rhododendrons. These gardens are considered to be the earliest rhododendron
gardens in Ireland. The first plantings were R. ponticum and were replaced by newer hybrids and species. Beneath
the rhododendrons lies a cromlech or dolmen, one of the 7 portals dolmens in the Dublin area. Dolmens are singlechamber tombs that date from around 2500 BC. They were used to commemorate the dead.

Mount Congreve, Kilmeadan, Waterford County
The gardens on the estate are comprised of 70 acres of an intensively planted woodland garden with a four acre
walled garden. The entire collection consists of over 3 thousand different trees and shrubs, more than 2 thousand
rhododendrons and 600 camellias, 300 Acer cultivars, 600 conifers, 250 climbing plants and 1500 herbaceous
plants. It is internationally recognized for its rare species of plants and its plant nurseries. Ambrose Congreve was
recognized by Queen Elizabeth who awarded him a CBE, and Trinity college granted him an honorary doctorate.
Ambrose also won 13 Gold Medals at the Chelsea Garden Show. In 2011, he passed away and left the estate in
trust to the Irish State.
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THE NEW GARDEN OF HELEN DILLON…THE IRISH GARDENER GURU
In 2016, the famed Irish gardener
and her husband Val left their
Ranalagh home and moved to a
seaside cottage in Monkstown,
Dublin. This former home was one of
Ireland’s most visited private
gardens. She did not believe in
“molly-coddling” plants and if a
plant was not doing well it was
replaced. She ripped up the lawn
and replace it with this long pond
and flower beds.

Ranelagh

The new cottage

The new home of the Dillons is a 1960’s
bungalow that was remodeled and
modernized. The garden and the home are
hidden behind high, old walls of golden gray
granite. These beautiful granite walls hide
the garden from the public, and protect the
garden from the salty Irish sea breezes.
Before planting the new garden, they
removed all of the existing planting for a
completely new palette.

High granite walls
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RHODODENDRON OF THE MONTH

SHAMROCK

Shamrock is a compact, mound-forming rhododendron with oval to elliptic dark green
leaves. The green-tinted buds open to pale yellow flowers that are funnel shaped, tinted
green and spotted yellow inside. It is a ferrugineum-Keiskei hybrid. This lovely dwarf hybrid
epitomizes the freshness of spring. Shamrock has been awarded The RHS Award of Garden
Merit. It is an ideal container rhododendron.
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O’ TO-BE-IRISH-A SALUTE
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IRISH TALES AND MYTHS
Mythology and Ireland go hand in hand. The Irish tradition of storytelling has been a staple of popular
Irish culture since the dawn of time. Irish songs, tales and limericks spread the world as Irish immigrants
moved to other countries. Some of the earliest tales and myths date from the late 11th and 12th centuries.

The fairies are l ving all around us. Fairies were
said to live in “cnocs agus sibhe” which in Irish
means the mounds of earth and where the fairies
reside. The fairies are ruled by a king or a queen.

Butterflies are said to move between worlds and
bring messages and warnings. Dark butterflies warn
of bad news, while white or y ellow butterflies bring
good news.

The pooka are shape-changers and are some of the most
feared creatures in mythology. They often appeared as a
form of a wild dog or goblin. They are written as evil and
bloodthirsty, but also could give warnings of accidents.

Leprechauns or ”leath bhrogan” are the
cultural symbol of Ireland. Oral tradition say
you can find a pot of gold at the end of a
rainbow. Leprachauns cannot be trusted although
they look friendly. They roamed Ireland before
humans.
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An old Irish legend of Ulster tells of Macha, a
mysterious pregnant woman who was forced to
run against the king’s horses to pay for her
husband’s crimes. The pain she suffered caused
her to cast a curse on men for nine decades.

It is said the the evil gods stole the first harp from
Dagda, a king in Irish/Celtic mythology. The lack of
music in Ireland caused sadness to pass over the
country. The evil gods gave it back and joy
returned to the land. That is how the harp became
a national icon of Ireland

The pixie in love is about a leprechaun named
Coll encountering an evil fairy named Aine who
had changed into a beautiful goblin. After
talking for hours the evil fairy cast a spell,
turning Coll into a magpie. Coll consulted the
queen of good fairies who said if Coll found Aine
and confessed his love, she would be returned
to her prior form. Aine was restored to her prior
form

The three-leafed clover was feature of Celtic
mythology, but served another purpose as
Well. St. Patrick tried to educate the Celts
on the Holy Trinity, but they could not
understand. He saw a three leafed clover
which he could use to explain The Father, Son
and the Holy Spirit as one.
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The Dullahan- the terrifying tale of the headless horseman
This fairy is known in Irish mythology and folklore as a headless rider on a black horse, carrying his head in their arm.
He was said to ride fast through the counties of Down and Sligo and if he suddenly stopped, it meant that someone in
the community was about to die. This legend inspired the character in Sleepy Hollow.
Irish mythology is a form of Celtic mythology alongside Welsh mythology, Cornish mythology and Breton mythology.
Irish elves are sometimes known as aos si or aes sidhe.
The Irish pantheon includes over 400 gods.

St. Brigid’s CrossAwenharmony life giving goddess
of
opposites

Celtic Crossearth, fire, air,
water or the 4
cardinal
directions

Irish harpsince 10th C
has been an
essential symbol
of Irish people

Dara knotShamrockCeltic symbol Everything
of strength necessary
comes in 3’s
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM JEFF DEJONG’S PRESENTATION

SNAIL PLANT

YETI NASTURIUM

ATOMIC GRAPE
TOMATO

THE ABOVE PLANTS REALLY CAUGHT MY EYE. THESE ARE AVAILABLE AT BAKER CREEK SEEDS
Jeff gave another
wonderful
presentation on the
newest trends in
gardening. Trees,
bushes, flowers and
vegetables were
presented in new and
interesting ways of
planting.
Various combinations
when combining
plants in containers
allows for vegetable
and flowers to be
grown together and
gardens can serve
multiple functions.
Environmental factors
and garden sizes are
something to be dealt
with now and in the
near future as global
warming is now a part
of our environment.

BLACK MAGIC
COSMOS

CYCLAMEN
SILVERADO

WHITE BORAGE

MILLENIAL
ALLIUM

HYDRANGEA
LET’S DANCE

LUNNIX
LETTUCE
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REGISTRATION IS OPEN
FURTHER INFORMATION IS IN THE LATEST JOURNAL

ars2022.org
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NOTES FROM THE BOARD

Our meeting for April will be on April 25 and Lionel De Rothschild will be our speaker
The March meeting on Monday the 7th will be in person or ZOOM, depending on your
choice of attendance
The March meeting is our AGM, which will take place firstl, followed by our speaker
The speaker for March is our own Calvin Parsons. His topic is “Thank you for being a
friend”
A donation of $5000 has been given by an unnamed person for developing a patio garden
featuring rhododendrons
The board has voted to donate $3000 to supplement the development of this garden
once the plan has been approved. The board sees this as another community project. It
includes a covered seating area, paving, fencing and rhododendrons in pots. The
proposed plan is to be completed by the end of March
Calvin presented information on the FileMaker App in which all of the rhododendrons at
the Barlup Legacy Garden have been entered. It gives the photo of the plant, the parents,
height, bloom time, hardiness and, if the particular plant is within the Barlup Garden at
the Gorge
Our April meeting will be held on April 25, 2022 Guest speaker…Lionel De Rothschild
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MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
President…Lloyd Gilmore…250-642-2256
Vice-President…Kathie Thompson…250-656-6444
Secretary…Sharon Joseph…250-383-1756
Treasurer…Bill Gordon…250-479-0210
Past-President…Brenda Macdonald…778-528-3647

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Calvin Parsons…250-590-0489
Ian Duncan…250-479-0820
Frank Buffam…250-590-0489

KEY CONTRIBUTORS
Ellen Wellborn…librarian…250-479-1898
Joyce Whittle…editor…250-415-9255
Ian Duncan…audio-visual…250-479-0820
Robert Burke…AV assistant…250-477-5386
Brenda Macdonald…membership…778-528-36547
Lois Blackmore…Newsletter production…250-478-6615
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