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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

I am hoping everyone is keeping well. Apparently the 
summer weather is finally over after the Victoria area
experienced an unexpected drought of level four in the 
months of July, August, September and most of October. 
Personally, I have never had to water so late in the year. 
Other members have also experienced a late watering 
season.

I have noticed a few red rhododendrons showing their 
fall color as I travel about. The fall crocus colchicums are 
just about finished in our garden, but the pink nerine 
hybrids have start blooming. They are late this year. I 
have put this down to the very low soil moisture levels.

The wind has swept the native maples of their leaves. 
Our dogwood “Eddie’s White Wonder” is lovely with a 
mix of red and green leaves.

I believe the last two meetings about the rhododendron cuttings presentation information, and then 
actually having a ”hands-on” experience for many went very well. I am hoping the participants enjoyed 
the ‘hands-on” experience of preparing and sticking the rhododendron cuttings. There was much 
conversation and sharing as folks tried their hands at what others do so very well. I am hoping that all the 
participants will have some degree of success and regard this as a successful learning experience. If 
successful, some of these plants will find new homes at the Norm Todd Propagating Center.

As winter is fast approaching, we are once again faced with the Covid and influenza season. For now, we 
will provide store bought cookies and offer tea and coffee after the meeting. It is not our established 
norm, but will provide some sense of continuity of what has been established for many years. It is now 
required that we bring our own mugs for now. Again, social distancing and masks are recommended.

I am asking for input from our members as to suggestions of how to proceed for our December meeting.
Choices suggested are: Catered with a reduced menu, each person contributing to the cost of the meal

Catered with just appetizers each person contributing to the cost
Eat at a restaurant early and return to the HCP for the raffle and donations to the
food bank
Do we do wreaths and have a crossword puzzle as has happened in the past
Continue with our regular potluck, raffle table and donations to the food bank

Please send your choice of the suggested ideas to me before November 15, 2022.



SPECIES RHODODENDRONS IN NOVEMBER

Rhododendrons are generally known for their flowers, 
but recognizing and celebrating their leaves is also 
worth noting. This is especially so with species 
rhododendrons. particularly interesting are R. bureauvii
and R. recurvoides. These species with their heavily 
indumented leaves produce new growth entirely 
plastered with hairs. Eventually the hairs wear off 
leaving only the auburn felt underneath.

R. bureavii R. recurvoides

A trick performed by a number of species involves 
indumentum on newly emerged leaves that changes to a 
completely different color after a few months. R. wasonii
changes its indumentum for ivory to a rusty brown. It has 
an added bonus in which there is an odor to the leaves in 
that they smell of camphor, cloves and soap. Other 
species with beautiful leaves and olafactory appeal 
include R.traillianum and R. aganniphum var. favorufum.R. wasonii

R. aganniphum

Perhaps the most highly aromatic of rhododendrons 
are the cinnabariums, smelling just this side of 
eucalyptus. It is said that the aroma can bring on 
headaches in some people. R. cinnabarinum subsp. 
Xanthacodon Concatenans Group has an extra 
beautiful aroma. The dusty blue leaves and the 
flowers make this a species to have.R. cinnabarinum

R. cinnabarinum

Adapted from 
Douglas Justice Associate Director  

HORTICULTURE AND COLLECTIONS UBC
2021



CAN YOU SAY OLDER THAN A CENTURY AND A HALF?
FROM ZENGER NEWS

These stunning images show one of the biggest rhododendrons in Europe. This colorful spectacle is at the 
Tregothnan Estate near Truro, Cornwall. This estate is an official ‘safe site’ for keeping of rare or endangered 
trees from all over the world. As well as having some of the oldest rhododendrons in Britain, Tregothnan is 
home to the largest demonstrations of mass species conservation in the wild. The original rhododendron plant 
came from the Himalayas and the microclimate here offers similar growing conditions of temperature, morning 
mists, rainfall and soil as found at the original site. In mid-April 2023, the diameter of the plant will be revealed 
at the world’s largest garden open for charity.



NOW THAT SUMMER IS BEHIND US, IT IS NOT YET TIME
TO REST OUR WEARY BONES … FALL GARDENING CHORES AWAIT US

Many of us experience freezing temperatures in November and sometimes even snow. Even if our gardens look like a frozen 
desert, there are still things to finish up as well as items to start for spring. In our area, usually our gardens are resting up for 
spring. However, the one task that faces most of us is cleanup. If you have leaves, raking is a priority. One can use them for 
mulch or they can be added to the compost.

While our Northwest gardens require less work than in the growing season, there are still chores to be done. However, 
once the clean up and mulching have been done, there are still things to get ready for next growing season. If one has a 
lawn, getting mower blades sharpened at this time makes sense. As well, remember to oil the lawnmower. Clean and 
sharpen other tools like pruners and shovels. Remove any rust from tools and oil them. Drain and store one’s hoses. 
Make certain that the irrigation system is blown out. If your garden contains a water feature, check the pump and the 
hoses for any leaks.

Always be on the lookout for dead, damaged or diseased wood in trees and shrubs and prune them out as 
discovered. Remove any suckers from trees that have sprouted up. If one has perennials or biennials, if you 
want self-sown seed, remember the shake the seed pods before removing the plant carcasses. This is also one’s 
last chance to buy and plant bulbs.



BARLUP RHODODENDRONS IN THE JIM BARLUP LEGACY GARDEN

YOUR MOVE

EVENING EMBERS

GOLDEN MIST

Independence Day x Snow Candle
# 102 at the Barlup Legacy Garden
Hybridized in 1999
Registered in 2014
Ball shaped, wavy edged truss
Purplish in bud, opening to light purplish pink
A strong purplish red flare 
Leaves elliptical, matt and dark yellowish green
Midseason flower time

Plum High x Olin O. Dobbs
#108 at the Barlup Legacy Garden
Hybridized in 1996
Registered in 2010
Ball truss, with 6 wavy-edged lobes
Dark red in bud, opening to darker edges of deep red
Flares on 2 dorsal lobes of reddish dark brown
Leaves are dull and moderate olive green
Late may flower season

Percy Wiseman x Windwalker
# 114 at the Barlup Legacy Garden
Hybridized in 2003
Registered in 2010
Ball shaped truss with wavy-edged lobes
Deep pink in bud
Opening inside to a light yellow
Shading to a greenish yellow
Yellowish green flare on dosal lobe
Calyx 10mm of light yellow
Leaves moderate glossy olive green
Midseason flower-time



VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
NOVEMBER 3 MEETING

LOIS BLACKMORE

” THE ART OF RHODODENDRON HYBRIDIZING”

… A TRIBUTE TO JIM BARLUP’…



JUST THE FACTS MADAM…JUST THE FACTS…
ON…MAD HONEY

FOR THE ADVENTURISTS 
EXERPTS FROM THE GUARDIAN 2020

It is no surprise that a substance powerful enough to take out 1000 battle-hardened mercenaries of the Roman
Republic has fascinated humanity for the millennia. Stories of ‘del bal’ or Turkish mad honey crop up throughout 
history.

Pompey the Great was admired and feasted in the ancient world, but an early misadventure with mad honey 
near the modern city of Trabzon almost derailed his entire career. The Roman general was pursuing the army of 
Mithridates VI in 97 BC. Quick thinking and with a stroke of military genius, the Greco-Persian King ordered 
troops to place bowls of locally produced honey in the path of the advancing Romans. Three detachments of 
soldiers came upon it, becoming delirious or fainting due to its psychedelic effects. Mithridates’ troops returned 
to find Pompey’s men incapacitated and proceeded to slaughter the entire group.

Harvesting mad honey can be dangerous. Hasan Kutluata grew up on the mountains slopes where conditions for 
cultivation of the rhododendron tea/honey is famous for and produces the rhododendrons needed to make the 
mad honey. His father taught him how to make the traditional Lindenwood beehives and secure them to the 
branches of the trees. Kutluata has shimmied up and down the trees for over 30 years. His claim to fame is that 
he has never fallen. He has however, been attacked by a bear.

Kutluata’s mad honey is worth defending. Only a small fraction of honey produced in the area is pure and potent 
enough to justify the name and a kilogram of the best stuff can sell up to $405.00 Canadian dollars. Many shops 
in the area now sell jars of mad honey to a growing number of tourists. However, the quality is not guaranteed.



HIGH ON ‘MAD HONEY’: 
INTOXICATED BROWN BEAR 

CUB 
RESCUED IN TURKEY

Taken from the the Guardian Newspaper, August 2022

A disoriented brown bear cub, believed to have become 
intoxicated after eating an excessive amount of “mad honey”, 
was rescued in northwestern Turkey’s Duzce province. Footage 
showed the female bear wobbling and whining as she sat belly-
up in a pickup truck after being rescued from the forest.

Mad honey, or “deli bal” in Turkish, is produced in small 
quantities by bee keepers in the Kackar mountains above the 
Black Sea. This is the only place in the world other than the 
foothills of the Himalayas where indigenous species of 
rhododendrons produce a potent neurotoxin called 
grayanotoxin.

If the bees feed enough on rhododendron nectar, they produce mud-red honey. The honey has a sharp scent 
and a bitter taste - and, for mammal consumers, a potential high. A small spoonful eaten on its own or taken 
with hot water or boiled milk is enough to induce a mildly hallucinogenic or euphoric state. It is normally 
taken before breakfast as a traditional treatment for hypertension, impotence and a number of other 
conditions.

Eighteenth-century Europeans called it miel fou, importing it from the Ottomans to add to ale for an extra 
buzz. Too much however, can reduce blood pressure to potentially dangerous levels and induce nausea, 
fainting, seizures, arrhythmia and, in rare cases, death. Dozens of people a year are admitted to hospital in 
Turkey for mad honey poisoning. The afflicted bear was brought to a vet, where she was treated. The animal 
was in good condition and would be soon released into the wild.



A BRIEF HISTORY OF HYBRID RHODODENDRONS IN ENGLAND
Adapted from the Friends of Bidston Hill 2004

The first rhododendron introduced to Britain was R. hirsutum. It is 
believed that Huguenot (French protestant) refugees may have brought 
the plant to England in the 16th Century It was a disappointing plant that 
never grew well as was seen in the alpine meadows.

The next rhododendron to arrive in Britain was R.maximum. It 
arrived from America in 1736. This plant with its hardiness and 
ability to flower late is probably responsible for the blotch or spot on 
many hybrids raised by the Waterers of Knaphill and the Bagshot 
Nurseries before 1850.

R.ponticum was first discovered in Spain in about 1750. It arrived in 
England via Gibraltar in1763. The most important role of R. ponticum
has been in the development of hybrids where it became the root stock 

for grafting. Unfortunatly, many of the root stalks have overtaken the 
hybrids, leading to R.ponticum being a nuisance in Britain. This neglect 
has allowed R. ponticum to  become a scourge in the British Isles.

R.caucasicum, a shrub plant in the Caucasus mountains came to England 
in 1803 as a gift to Sir Joseph Banks from a Russian collector, Count 
Pushkin. Somewhat variable in color, mostly in shades of pink, with some 
spotted forms. It is low growing and compact. It layers freely which is 
passed on to many of its hybrids. One or two are still in cultivation today. 
R.caucasicum ‘Roseum’ and R. caucasicum ‘Pictum’ have a definite 
blotch. A cross between R. ponticum and R. Caucasicum produced R.
Cunningham’s White



R. catawbiense was introduced from America in 1809. This species 
grows wild in North Carolina and Virginia. It is not as vigorous as 
R. ponticum but is extremely hardy and can stand 60 degrees of 
frost. The two cultivars still available today are R. catawbiense
”Boursault” and R. catawabiense “Grandiflorum”. R. catawabiense
is a rounded shrubby bush with relatively insignificant flowers.

R. arboreum was introduced in Britain from the Himalayas in 1810.
The significance of this plant is that it introduced the color red into 
hybrid rhododendrons and all the early deep-colored forms derive 
their color from this species. It is not particularly hardy in the darker-
colored forms, but used in a hybrid it does not pass on this trait. In the 
Himalayas, it is known ”The Tree Rhododendron of the Himalaya”. 
Thus, some of the hybrids are very straggly. R. nobleanum, one of the 
earliest to flower received the “Award of Merit” in 1926. It is a cross of 
R. caucasium and R. arboreum. Bred by Anthony Waterer, it was 
named after Charles Noble of Standish and Noble Nurseries.

In 1849, Sir Joseph Hooker introduced R. griffithianum to Britain. 
This species has large bell flowers, milky white in color, with a 
subtle fragrance. It is not entirely hardy and can only be grown in 
protected sites. It is tall growing and can become leggy, which it 
occasionally passes on to its hybrids. The first crosses were made 
with hardy hybrids such as R. ‘Album elegans’. The most famous 
cross is R. Pink Pearl, bred by John Waterer. The exact cross is not 
known. However, it was award the RHS Award of Merit in 1897.

Another species collected by Sir Joseph Hooker on his successful 
expedition in 1849 was R. thomsonii. This species also had some 
influence on the development of popular hardy hybrids.  This tall 
growing plant has rounded-leaves and blood-red flowers that are 
cup-shaped. By grafting some scions onto a very old standard 
rhododendron they were able to produce flowers within a few 
years. These plants improved the quality of the hybrids produced 
by the original North American and European species .The JG 
Millais book, “Rhododendrons”V.1 in 1917, he lists 484 hardy 
hybrids raised in Europe.



WE GOT OUR HANDS DIRTY FOR A GOOD REASON

Many of our members came to try their hand at propagating after seeing Ken Webb, Robert Burke and 
Alan Murray demonstrated how experts do it

at our September meeting.

Thank you Nadine for 
taking  photos for our 

newsletter

Ps. Lois, too 





ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT RHODODENDRONS ON TWO 
PAGES

Adapted from All You Need to Know About Rhododendrons On Two Pages
Norm Todd

Rhododendrons have been around for a long time--about 60million years. Experts say they evolved from 
magnolias. All but two of the species (ones found in the wild) come from the northern hemisphere. 
To be a species, the plants must be different in two distinct and recognizable differences. This means it must 
be different with significant characteristics and must be geographically separated from its closest relatives. 
About 40% of species are tropical –from Indonesia, Malaysia, new Guinea, Borneo and Burma.

The genus is divided into sub-genera. There are 9 of them, but as gardeners we need to recognize only 4.  
The most popular with gardeners is named hymenanthes. As gardeners we look for the absence of scales. If 
we look at the next sub-genera Rhododendron we will find the scales. If a plant has scales it is called a 
lepidote. If it has no scales it is called an elepidote.

auriculatum

mucronatum

companulatum

camploynum

camtschaticum

kotschyi

gluacophyllum

genestieraianum

intricatum

sanguineum

haematodes

yakushimanum

spinuliferum

lepidostylum

lutescens

yunnanense

THE INTERESTING UNDERSIDE
Arthur P. Dome, Seattle Washington

QBARS v. 31 n4



REMEMBER TO WASH YOUR RHODODENDRONS
ADAPTED FROM ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT RHODENDRONS ON TWO PAGES NORM TODD

W is for WATER. Rhododendrons need 1” (25mm) of water to a week during the summer to 

thrive. This is not a huge amount…about the same for grass. For a three foot (1meter) plant giving it 
one minute’s worth from a ½ inch hose twice a week will be fine.

A is for ACID. Rhodos need an acid soil. It is helpful, but not necessary to know the PH- the acidity 

or alkalinity of the soil. A Ph of 5.5 is ideal. Most species grow in forests and up into the alpine 
treeless mountain slopes in not very fertile soil. The rate of organic matter breakdown is quite slow 
which encourages an acidic soil.

S is for SHADE. The overall rule is - the bigger the leaf the more shade.  A general guide is that the 

average hybrid with six inch (15cm) long leaves needs six hours of good light at midsummer to set 
flower buds .More shade will produce lots of leaf growth but few flowers.

H is for HUMUS. Rhododendrons love duff. Digging in 50% bark mulch to your soil will probably 

never be a bad thing, nearly always a plus. If your soil is clay dig at least four inches of sand to a 
depth of one foot before incorporating the bark mulch. You can use any other sources of humus but 
make sure it is acidic. Kitchen compost can sometime be too alkaline.



ARE YOU A MAGNOLIA FAN?
HERE ARE SOME THAT MAY TICKLE YOUR FANCY

MAGNOLIA CAMPBELLI “BORDE HILL”

This cultivar is in reference to the UK’s Borde
Hill Garden. This specimen was originally 
collected by George Forrest in 1924, one of 
the three trees grown from this expedition.. 
it was found on the Salween-Kiu-chiang
Divide in Southeast Asia. It is currently at 
home in then Borde Hill Gardens in England

This specimen is a small, spreading deciduous 
tree with goblet-shaped, rich sugar pink flowers. Blooming in mid-
spring before the foliage emerges, the magnificent blossoms are 
opulent and large, measuring 8” across. The leaves are dark green 
with silvery pubescence underneath.

MAGNOLIA SPRENGERI “OPELAND COURT”

MAGNOLIA SIEBOLDII “OYAMA”

This is a superb plant for the woodland as it is accustomed to growing 
beneath the forest’s larger trees. Splendid flowers appear in May and 
June , with a trickle of blossoms through the rest of the summer. The 
nodding flowers emerge from egg-shaped buds. A peek inside reveals 
the rose-red stamens and a sniff reveals their fragrance. The fruit turn 
carmine in the fall and are ornamental against the golden fall foliage.

Regarded as one of the earliest and finest yellow-flowered 
magnolias, this magnolia is an upright, pyramidal tree when young 
with lightly fragrant flowers at the end of the twigs before the 
leaves appear. The narrow, pointed green leaves are 6 ½” long 
turning to a gray to brown fall color. It grows best in an acidic  to 
neutral soil and the flower buds are susceptible to late-season 
frosts.

MAGNOLIA “BUTTERFLIES”



Magnolia Yellow Bird is a  coarse-leaved tree that produces 
flowers as the leaves emerge. Many of the yellow hybrids are 
over-shadowed by their yellow-green expanding leaves. It has 
a more compact form than Magnolia Butterflies and is late-
emerging. It is a compact form with bright canary-yellow 
flowers with wider tepals.

MAGNOLIA “ YELLOW BIRD”

MAGNOLIA “DAPHNE”

Magnolia Daphne is a small, full, frost hardy magnolia 
producing pale-yellow, tulip shaped flowers at a young age. 
It has an upright habit and flowers mid-late spring. This 
cultivar was produced in the 1992 by the magnolia buff, 
Augie Kehr and received an RHS Award of Garden Merit. 
The upright flowers bloom quite late, usually late April to 
early May.

Magnolia Sunsation is another Augie Kehr hybrid magnolia. It 
has masses of upright golden yellow flowers with a rosy-
purples blushed base. As it is a late bloomer, It rarely runs the 
risk of frost. The dark green leaves are elliptic and ovate in 
shape. It grows up to 25 feet and 6-8 feet in width.

MAGNOLIA “SUNSATION”

MAGNOLIA “BLACK TULIP”

Magnolia Black Tulip is the darkest, most dramatic tulip 
magnolia with rich, deep burgundy-red 6 inch wide 
blooms and medium green leaves. It grows 15-20 feet 
in height and 6-10 feet in width. What makes Black 
Tulip appear so dark is that the petals are so thick that 
no light can shine through.



ADAPTED FROM ThE OTTAWA HORTICULTURAL NEWSLETTER 2015

THE PEONY AS A MEDICINAL PLANT

In ancient times the peony was regarded as a medicinal plant. Peonies are named after the Greek God Paeon 
whom Homer depicted as a physician to the gods. Known today as Paeonia officinalis. Officinalis today means 
where European herbalists sold their remedies. Practitioners in China and Japan recognized the peony’s medicinal 
properties around 600 BC.  By the first century AD, the peony was truly recognized for its medicinal values.

The first peony to be utilized as a medicinal plant was Paeonia mascula, native to the Mediterranean. In medieval 
times, the monks were using this plant in their herbal remedies. In China and Japan the peony was grown for its 
medicinal purposes rather than for its beauty. In the 1600’s, peony medicines were introduced to Britain using 
Paeonia officinallis. In China and Japan, both herbaceous and tree peonies were grown as medicinal plants

PAEONIA MASCUILA

PAEONIA OFFICINALLIS

Accordingly, not all parts of the peony were equally efficacious. Roots and seeds were seen as most valuable,
The petals and leaves were less so. In Greece, digging up the roots of the peony in daylight was one time 
considered dangerous. It was thought that if a woodpecker saw this, it would peck out the eyes of the digger. 
The remedy for this hazard was to tie one end of a string to the plant and then other end to a dog. The dog 
would then be persuaded to pull up the plant with a lure of “roasted flesh” set at a distance.

After harvesting, dried peony roots could be fashioned into amulets and beads, or ground into powder. 
Powdered root could be used by itself or mixed with other ingredients to form medicinal powders. As well, 
making peony water (wine), using 18 freshly gathered roots, numerous seeds, leaves and dried lavender 
flowers all boiled together made several gallons of water (wine).

These various remedies were used to treat various afflictions. Problems with pregnancy, childbirth, cessation 
of menstruation, nausea, vomiting and unsettled stomach of early pregnancy were some “ailments” in which 
the peony was used in varying forms. 

This high regard for the peony lasted from ancient times until late in the 19th Century. This was because very 
few people had access to a physician or an apothecary. Late 19th Century was the introduction of synthetic 
drugs, although this medicinal plant has not been entirely obliterated as Chinese medicine continues to utilize 
the peony in the preparation of medications.
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Fill out the following for a free draw ticket

1. What bird turns up backwards in a rhododendron_____________________

2. Ginny__________________ is a popular dwarf rhododendron with pink and white trusses.

3. A star sign rhododendron is ___________________________

4. A rhododendron that displays appropriate social behaviour is______________________

5. A kind of grouse that is a Cox hybrid________________________________

6. A small perching bird that is also a Cox rhododendron_______________________________

7. A Barlup rhododendron named after an insect_____________________________________

PUT CORRECT ANSWERS ON A PAPER 1-7

SHOW TO BILL OR BRENDA 

RECEIVE A FREE DRAW TICKET

SAVE MONEY


