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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS  

As we approach October the weather this late summer and fall 
has been sunny with little or no rain. Vancouver island has been 
under drought conditions for some time. I am still watering 
plants almost on a daily basis. As I travel about I see the fall 
crocus and hardy cyclamen hederifolium with its white to pink 
coloration in people’s yards. The first maple leaves are falling 
from the drought-stricken trees and other trees are showing the 
yellowing of leaves. Some of the red rhododendrons are showing 
a second flush of blooms.

The ongoing maintenance of our rhododendrons has continued. For the most part, early mornings and 
late evening are the times to be in the garden because of the heat. My pots of seedlings less than two 
years old require more frequent care. I am mainly doing repotting and more frequent watering as the 
heat continues. Even those who have an irrigation system are noticing that they need to have more 
frequent days built into their systems.

The next meeting of the Victoria Rhododendron Society is Thursday, October 4 at 7:30 pm. Masks and 
social distancing are recommended. As the “treats” group is not yet functional, only tea and coffee will 
be served afterwards. Please bring your own snack and own mug.

This meeting is about doing our own cuttings. Some have purchased actual cuttings equipment, while 
others will be exploring the various home made systems that are contained in the newsletter. One can 
bring their own cuttings from home or perhaps some from a neighbor. The HCP will be available for 
taking cuttings as well.

Water your plants well the evening before. Take your cuttings in the cool parts of the day. Early morning 
or late evening are suggested times. Cuttings should be vertical, healthy and about three inches in 
length. They should be green and have bendable stems. Plastic bags are ideal for bringing cuttings to the 
meeting. will have rooting mix (50% peat moss and 50% perlite) and rooting hormone. We will supply 
labels.

A list of what to bring to the meeting include:

Sharpened pruning shears to take cuttings or to prepare cuttings

A container to take to take cuttings home

An H pencil for writing on the labels

HAPPY PROPAGATING AND HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!



2022 Fall into Gardening
“Coping with Climate Instability in your Garden”

…MOUNT ARROWSMITH AND NANAIMO RHODODENDRON SOCIETIES
AND VANCOUVER ISLAND ISLAND MASTER GARDENERS… 

INVITE YOU TO A DAY OF EDUCATION
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2022

QUALICOM BEACH CIVIC CENTER
747 JONES STREET, QUALICOM BEACH, B.C. V9K 1S7

10:00 AM TO 3:30 PM 

REGISTER AT: http://nanaimorhodos.ca

$25 in advance or $30 at the door
10:00 introductory Remarks

10:05 Douglas Justice “Planting Trees for a Drier and Hotter Future”

11:00 Break

11:20 Caroline Josefsson “Gardening with less water - learning from the Garry Oak Ecosystem”

12:15 Lunch-bring your own bag lunch

1:15   Des Kennedy “Weather or Not” ..triumphs and travails of a weather beaten gardener

2:10   Break

2:30   Bonnie Zand “ Gardening for Bees” – supporting BC’s diverse native bees

3:25  Closing Remarks



THE BEAUTY OF GRASSES IN A GARDEN
Adapted from what-when-how

“The aesthetic appeal of grasses is indeed unique. Their colors, though often less saturated than those of traditional 
garden plants, are softly sophisticated and derived from translucency, line, form, texture, scale, sound, movement 
and seasonal dynamics. Some are remarkably varied. Beyond color, grasses offer a wealth of beauty and interest. 
These characteristics are readily apparent to the casual eye, and others are revealed through careful observation. 
Developing an awareness of grasses’ unique attributes is sure to enrich one’s experiences with them, in both the 
garden and in the larger landscape.” Margaret Plues (1840-1903)

SOUND AND MOVEMENT
The grasses are the first to tell us of every breeze, whether soft and gentle in spring and summer, or during every 
autumn or winter’s stormy days. Subtle and sinuous, they paint portraits of the wind. Their sound and movement 
add immeasurably to the vibrancy of any garden and its resonance with the larger landscape.

FORM, TEXTURE, AND SCALE

Grasses are diverse in form, texture and scale. They come in practically all shapes and sizes, including tightly 
tufted mounds, gracefully spilling fountains, irregular cascades, and nearly vertical pillars. Their textures range 
from feather-fine to coarse as corn. The smallest grasses never exceed 30 cm, while others grow nearly 4.6 
meters in a single season. These characteristics will vary with climate and growing conditions. The size and 
height of grasses can vary tremendously with available, light, moisture and nutrients.



COLOR DIVERSITY

The color diversity of grasses begins with green. Though green may be a single color, it can infinitely vary in 
tint, shade and saturation, and many variations are found among the grasses. Grasses include light greens and 
dark greens, soft greens and hard greens, gray-greens, yellow-greens, and most frequently blue-greens. Much 
of the blue we perceive is due to a the waxy coating that reflects sunlight to give the appearance of blue 
color. The “bloom” on grapes is another example of this glaucous finish. Beyond green, grass colors extend to 
red orange, pink and purple, with myriad grasses adding real yellow, ivory and white.

ZEBRA GRASS

JAPANESE BLOOD GRASS

ORANGE SEDGE GRASS

PINK MUHLY GRASS

ELIJAH BLUE FESCUE PAMPAS GRASS



THE QUALITY OF LINE

Grasses are among the most architectural of all herbaceous plants largely due to their strength and quality of 
line. Both foliage and flower contribute to the linear presence of grasses, which can be subtle or even 
monotonous in excess, but is visually stunning in association with contrasting elements in the landscape: water, 
stone, sky and the surrounding environment. The lines of some grasses are strictly vertical, while others are 
sharply ascendent, while others follow gentle curves. 

Feather-reed grass “Karl Foerster” Feather-reed grass “Albescens”

Panicum virgatum “Northwind” Cord grass “Spartina pectinata”



THE BEGINNING STAGE OF THE PATIO GARDEN AT HCP

After our July newsletter telling of the final approval for a “Patio and Balcony Container Garden”, we were unable 
to get started until after the August HCP “Arts and Music in the Gardens” event. Linda Petite, head gardener 
reported that there were positive responses for the project from both visitors and volunteers.

Several volunteer garden groups have offered companion plants to add to the beauty of the garden and, as well, have 
offered to assist in the maintenance of  the garden once it has been established. Volunteers from the herb garden, 
vegetable garden, lily garden are on board with maintenance. Others have also expressed interest in helping once it 
is established.

This photo shows some of our volunteer crew starting work for the first time on the site. Calvin Parsons, Dan Syroid, 
Frank Buffam and myself pose for this historic moment. Here we are putting up the construction fence to keep folk 
off the site. Our work that day was also to discover the location of the irrigation system by digging up and tracing the 
irrigation lines for further development.

The next step in the process is to remove the existing plants, boulders and soil right down to clay level. An excavation 
contractor is ready to begin this process after an early event in October.

On another note, the HCP Libraries 33rd Anniversary “Celebration will be held on October 1.

Thank You Ian for the write-up
Thank you Lloyd for the photo
Thank you volunteers for your work on our behalf 



PLANTS THAT BLOOM IN WINTER
ADAPTED FROM THE SPRUCE 08/23/2022

After the blooms of spring and summer, the cold gray days of winter can make even people with cheerful
personalities wish for the rhododendron blooms that come every spring. Splashes of color can be found in the 

winter garden with a bit of preplanning. The bright hues of red, purple and yellow that pop unexpectantly bring
remembrances that only April through May bring to rhododendron lovers.

Winter Hazel (CORYLOPSIS PAUCIFLORA)

Winter  Hazel is a small deciduous shrub that shines in the 
colder months of winter. Growing in zones 6-9, its beautiful 
translucent yellow petals shine on the dark gray stems 
crating a stark but elegant design against the dark days of 
winter. On warmer evenings the smell of a spicy fragrance 
emanate from the essential oils that are released by the 
wind. 

Witch Hazel (HAMAMELIS)

Witch Hazel literally bursts with color. This shrub holds 
onto its seed until they ripen, then when ready, explodes 
sending them as far at 59 feet. When the seed pod 
prepares to explode, the seeds inside the pod spin at 
26000 time per minute. The aroma varies across cultivars 
from spicy to sweet to floral. Bloom time is October 
through December.

Winter Aconite (ERANTHIS HYEMALIS)

Winter Aconite blooms late in the season, just before the 
snowdrops start to appear. The single small yellow flower pops 
from the center of bright green grass-like leaves in March or 
April. Often planted with Snowdrops, the Aconite will spread 
profusely and within a few years, one will have a sea of yellow to
greet the garden visitor. 



Hellebore (

In the shadiest of places one might find a sign of color 
peeking out reminding one that spring will soon be doing
the same thing. Often referred to as Lenten Rose, there 

are many varied species that fall under this genus. They 
enjoy the shade and cool weather and some will thrive
even in a snowfall. Placing them under and around trees
provides them with shelter. They come in shades of almost
any color one can imagine.

Snowdrop

In the depths of winter a ray of spring comes in the form 
o snowdrops. The little white flowers, some only inches 
tall, with drooping white blooms greet the coming of 
spring. Often naturalized in an area, they spread 
profusely by self-seeding and offsetting bulbs to form 
large clusters of flowers. Left to naturalize, they create a 
beautiful ground cover.

Winter Heather

Winter heather is a beauty year-round. It steals the show
when it blooms in January. Depending on the cultivar, 

winter heather will delight your eyes with heavy blooms of 
light pink to nearly purple all winter. These evergreens will 
trail closely to the ground and make low maintenance 
ground cover for full sun areas.

Viburnum Dawn

Viburnum Dawn is a strong-growing shrub which is prized 
for its spectacular floral display. Opening from pink buds, 
clusters of pale rosy-pink flowers appear on naked stems 
from late winter to early spring. The flowers are followed 
by fruits that mature fro scarlet to black in the fall.



OUR SEPTEMBER MEETING 2022
Our first meeting of the year was well attended despite the ongoing threat of COVID. Many arrived early and walked
down to the Norm Todd Propagating Center where we are storing many rhododendrons, from full grown plants to single
pot-sized rhododendrons. The presentations on doing cuttings was hugely successful. Ken Webb started the evening with 
a slide show showing how cuttings, when grown to full size have influenced our neighborhoods to the delight of the public. 
Next Robert Burke talked about his method of doing not only cuttings in a variety of ways, but his method of grafting as 
well. The third presenter, Alan Murray brought many of the actual materials he uses to do cuttings and explained the 
process he uses to make new rhododendrons from cuttings. In our October meeting, the members will be invited to bring 
cuttings to the center and to actually do their own cuttings to take home.



RHODODENDRONS IN THE FALL
Adapted for Rhododendron and Azalea News 2008

In fall, the days are becoming shorter and the rhododendrons will start becoming 
dormant. Here are a few ideas, guidelines and and suggestions.

. Do not prune or fertilize now

. Check the flower buds which should now be formed and remove all but one bud on a terminal. This will ensure 
a better flower truss next spring.

. Check the leaves for symptoms of root weevil.  The leaf notches will be on the edges of the leaves.

. Using the Lysol method, 1/3 cup to one gallon water, will help eliminate these pests.

. Fall is a good time to add or renew the mulch in the rhododendron garden. Add 2 to3 inches of bark mulch or compost.

. Autumn is a good time to plant new rhododendrons or to transplant any that need moving.

. Remember that all leaves are not equal in making compost.. Avoid maples and witch hazels as they tend to smother 
the crowns of the plants. Dried oak foliage makes a better compost.

. Coarse mulches are better than fine.

. Avoid placing mulch up into direct contact with the trunk of the plant.

. Peat moss should not be used as a mulch as it sheds water when it dries out.

. If a dry fall, keep plants moist as this is when the fungi are doing their thing.

. If planting use a good soil mix. 25- 50% organic is the best. The PH should be close to 5.5.

“ Rekindle old friendships. Go oft to the house of a friend, for 
weeds choke the unused path”

Ralph Waldo Emerson



WHAT SHOULD I DO WITH MY DROUGHT DAMAGED RHODODENDRON?

Rhododendrons, whether small or large make a spectacular sight when in bloom. However, plants can only produce 
a spectacular display when never allowed to dry out. Saving a drought-damaged rhododendron involves exercising  
patience and improving the shrub’s growing conditions.

A rhododendron may wilt and drop its leaves, but this does not mean that the shrub has died. Drooping foliage is a 
natural reaction to dry weather, but should only be taken seriously if the leaves do not recover the following 
morning. Another sign of drought damage is leaf scorch, when leaf edges and tips turn brown. Never prune wilted 
or dead branches during the growing season. Wait until winter before pruning to remove dead areas or to shape the 
plant.

Thorough and frequent watering is the most important remedy for a drought-damaged rhododendron. A dried root 
ball cannot absorb water from the surrounding ground, and only a concentrated, steady stream of water can 
moisten it. Leave a fast-dripping hose next to the rhododendron trunk for at least 4- 5 hours. Repeat this deep 
watering weekly. Water the plant within its drip line so that the soil is constantly moist, but never sodden.

A dry rhododendron benefits from mulching and misting. The added mulch conserves soil moisture and reduces 
watering needs during hot weather. A 3 inch layer of course organic matter such as shredded bark or wood chips 
within the drip line during the dry weather will protect the plant from drying winds. Remember to avoid putting 
mulch near the trunk. The mulches provide shade for the rhododendron’s fine, shallow roots and protects the plant 
from drying winds and reducing temperature fluctuations when daytime temperatures reach the high 20’s.

Adapted from www.sfg.com



BARLUP HYBRIDS PLANTED AT THE LEGACY GARDEN IN ESQUIMALT GORGE PARK

Thank you Calvin for your continuing efforts on our behalf

(Apricot Fantasy x Hill’s Low Red)

Hybridized in 1994
Registered in 2010
Broadly funnel-shaped, with wavy-edged lobes

Moderate red in bud, opening to light orange-yellow,
blending to strong pink at margins
Leaves broadly acute and moderate olive green in color

Gorge Park #101AMBER PEACH

LEMON SUN

(Recital x [Fortune Group x {Berg’s Yellow x R. proteoides}])

Hybridized in 2003

Registered in 2015
Truss is funnel-campanulate

Red buds, opening to a pale yellow-green, with light yellow-
green ridges and lobe edges, with a strong red dorsal flare

Leaves dull and moderate green

Gorge Park #131

PLUM SATIN

(Jonathan Shaw x Frosted Plum)

Hybridized in 1997

Registered in 2007

Ball truss with 7 wavy edges

Moderate purplish-red in bud, opening inside to light 
purple , with slightly lighter purple edges

Conspicuous dorsal blotch of dark red

Moderate semi-glossy, moderate green leaves

Gorge Park # 149



THANKSGIVING AROUND THE WORLD
Ideas adapted from Loverley.com

CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES

Canadian Thanksgiving began in 1578 when explorer Martin Frobisher held a feast to express gratitude for their safe 
return after an icy Arctic journey. Soon after, French settlers arrived and held feasts with their indigenous neighbors.
During the American Revolution, many Loyalists (American colonists who remained to the British Crown), brought their 
Thanksgiving traditions with them .. including turkey and pumpkins. This Is why Canadian and American Thanksgiving
share so many similar traditions ..long weekends, football and turkey, although on different days.

THE NETHERLANDS

Celebrated on the 4th Thursday in November, Thanksgiving celebrations are similar to the US and Canada. Many of 
the first pilgrims to arrive in the Plymouth Plantation were from Leiden in the Netherlands. Once the pilgrims began 
establishing traditions, news spread back to Leiden, and the idea of a Thanksgiving celebration began to occur.

LIBERIA

Celebrated on the first Thursday in November, the Liberian Thanksgiving traditions closely follow those of US and 
Canada. Founded in the 19th Century by freed slaves from the US, the American Colonization Society was founded 
between 1821 and 1822. The capital of Liberia , Monrovia was named after the fifth president of the US. In Liberia, 
the celebration is a show of thanks to God for freeing the slaves. Roasted chicken, green bean casserole and mashed 
cassavas with extra cayenne  are traditional fare.

CHINA

The Mid-Autumn festival dates back over 3000 years. It is derived from the custom of moon worship. Today, this 
festival is the second most important festival after the Chinese New Year. Celebrations include gathering for dinner, 
worshiping the moon, lighting paper lanterns and eating mooncakes.

GERMANY
Thanksgiving is an autumn harvest celebration called Erntedankfest. The festival takes place in September or 
October depending on the region. This celebration dates back to pre-Christian pagan times, long before the first 
Europeans arrived in North America. This is a celebration of good fortune and abundant harvest. Today, it is mostly a 
religious holiday with Church services and parades. It pays tribute to good work accomplished in Germany’s field 
and gardens.



“ZE FRENCH WAY OF DOING PROPAGATING” … MERCI MON AMI … 
MARC COLOMBEL

1. Go to the delicatessen.

2.     Buy a roasted chicken.

3.     Eat the chicken.

4.     Wash the chicken container.

4. Make holes in the bottom of the container for drainage.

5. Place a small layer of gravel in container for drainage.

6. Bring container to the October meeting.

7. Bring some cuttings to plant at the meeting or cut some at the HCP.

8. Use the free peat moss, perlite and rooting hormone to prepare your cuttings.

10. Take container home and place in warm spot with light overhead if possible.

11. Keep moist and wait for success. 

12. It is worth a try and you get to eat chicken.



HOME MADE PROPAGATORS 

A SODA POP GREEN HOUSE
. Empty two-liter soda bottle
. Using a craft knife or sharp scissors, cut bottle to be able to hold cuttings
. Cut a few drainage holes in the bottom of the bottle.
. Using a second bottle, cut it so the top is larger than the bottom.
. Leave top on the second bottle

A SODA POP AND PLASTIC CONTAINER PROPAGATOR
. Empty a two-liter soda bottle
. Get a plastic margarine or yogurt container
. Punch holes in yogurt container
. Fill with peat moss and perlite. 
. Cover transplant with upper half of soda pop bottle



Most rhododendron cuttings are taken in the early fall from new growth that 
is just beginning to harden off. Generally, softer wood roots more readily than 
harder wood, though the softer wood is more likely to have problems with 
fungus-related diseases. 

Cuttings are taken in the morning when full of moisture. The cuttings are 
terminal cuttings with one whirl of leaves. When placing in cutting material, 
cut the leaves in half to reduce leaf area. Wound the cutting with a cut on 
each side, about !/2to !” long, just deep enough to remove a sliver of green 
bark. Just before dipping the cutting in rooting hormone which contains a 
fungicide, cut the end of the stem.

Place the cuttings in the mixture of peat moss and perlite. Cover the cuttings 
with a lid and place in a light area with no direct sunlight. Rotate the container 
once a week to compensate for variations in light and temperature. In an ideal 
situation, bottom heat of 75 degrees is ideal. 

For those who wish to spend some money, here are some  choices:

CANADIAN TIRE
JIFFY 72 CELL WITH HEAT MAT

$39.99

AMAZON.CA
2  MATS 10” X 25.75”

$38.95

HOME HARDWARE
10” x 20” MAT

$29.99

WHAT TO BRING TO THE MEETING
.sharp knife or cutting tool

.propagation set up
.cuttings you wish to do or take some from the HCP

. H pencil for writing the labels

ALL OTHER SUPPLIES WILL BE PROVIDED BY OUR CLUB



HERE ARE FURTHER EXAMPLES OF NON-COMMERCIAL PROPAGATING BOXES



WHY DO LEAVES CHANGE COLOR IN THE FALL?
Adapted from ZME SCIENCE

The air is crisper and the trees are turning brilliant shades 
of gold, red and brown. In areas where winters are cold, there is not 
much sunlight and the trees need sunlight to feed themselves. 
As the leaves are delicate and cannot survive the winter, the trees 
start to takes all the useful things from the leaves before they fall.

In summer, most trees have green leaves because they contain the 
pigment chlorophyll that is used to convert sunlight into energy for 
the tree. When it gets cold, the tree stops making chlorophyll and 
the tree can reuse the nitrogen that is in the chlorophyll. That is 
why tree leaves change color before they fall off the tree as the 
nutrients that can be used are taken out of the leaf.

The time the leaves start to change color is more dependent on light 
than on temperature and so leaves begin changing color about the 
same time every year. When deciduous trees reach this light 
threshold, carbohydrates are transferred from the leaf to the branch 
and no new minerals are brought in. The trees prepare to separate 
with their leaves.

The green color of chlorophyll is so strong that it masks any other 
pigment. The absence of chlorophyll lets  the other colors come 
through. Leaves also contain pigments called carotenoids: xanthophylls 
are yellow and carotenes are orange. Because trees cut off most contact 
with their leaves at this point, the trapped sugar in the leaves promotes 
the formation of anthocyanins which are used for defense and they 
create the reddish colors.

Low temperatures still above the freezing point help produce the 
anthocyanin that produces the red color.  An early frost weakens the 
color by destroying the anthocyanins. When the leaf attaches to the 
tree, a layer of cells forms. Eventually a scar is formed where the leaf 
was attached allowing it to fall from the tree.



BOARD
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Robert Burke 250-477-5386 audio visual

Brenda Macdonald 778-528-3647 membership

Carrie George 250 642-3176 membership
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Carrie George 250-642-3176
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Calvin Parsons 250-290-0489
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