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Our purpose is to promote and 
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Victoria B. C.

Meetings are held on the First Thursday of each 
month, September through May beginning  at 7:30 

with a social gathering after
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www.vicrhodo.ca



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As we approach the fall of 2022, it has been a 
pretty good year for rhododendrons. I have  
watered my rhododendrons in the ground only 
one time. Last year with the two heat domes 
many plants became stressed and did particular 
damage to the leaves.

In discussions with people from all over 
Vancouver Island, it appears that in 2022 many 
gardens have shown good growth. This bodes 
well for cuttings this autumn. At the District 1 
Meeting there was a discussion about Vancouver 
Island hosting the ARS Convention in four years, 
either in Nanaimo or Victoria.

In discussion with Ian Duncan, it was suggested that our group needs to produce about 400 cuttings per 
year to meet demand. With that idea in mind, our first two meetings of the year will deal with Ian’s 
suggestion. Our September meeting will have experts to show how this is done. In October  everyone will 
have the opportunity to root their own cuttings. All supplies will be free of charge. The only equipment 
needed will be a container. More information in next month’s newsletter.

Our Society has the opportunity to propagate the better varieties of rhododendrons, including some we 
purchased from Hidden Acres as well as many varieties deeded to us from Jim Barlup. With people now
living in smaller spaces, the need for smaller rhododendrons will be necessary.

The Patio Garden at the HCP has been approved and soon will be under construction. This will allow the 
public to see that rhododendrons can be grown in pots and containers. The construction will  show how 
small areas and balconies can become areas of refuge. 

Plants that have “curb appeal” when not in bloom should be considered. Rhododendrons that I consider to 
be choice plants include: Chemainus, Cherries and Merlot, Wine and Roses, any of the “Bee” series, 
Superflimmer, Goldflimmer, Ginny Gee, Curlew and the blue-flowered laponica subsection and the species 
R.pachysanthum and R.tsariense. 

I hope to see a good turnout at our first meeting of the year, September 8 at 7:30pm. Mask wearing is 
optional.



LLOYD’S CROSSES FROM SEED SOWN IN DECEMBER

(R. pachysanthum x R. macabeanum)

(Orange Prelude x Cherries and Merlot)
Notice the differing leaf color
Aim is to get a smaller foliage plant with a better 
truss than Orange Prelude

Notice the differing leaf surfaces 
on some plants
Some show the R. pachysanthum
influence

Many Moons x [Butter Brickle x Marie Starks])
(Kabarett x Purple Embers)
(Night Magic x [R. decorum #372Cox 2006] x Dexter’s Spice)
(Cherries and Merlot x Rubicon)
(Miss Francis x Rubicon)

Trying for scented plants:

(Dexter’s Peppermint x [Pure Pleasure x 
{Horizon Lakeside x Parksville Sunset}]) 



PRUNING RHODODENDRONS
ADAPTED FROM SWANSON NURSERY 2022

Before and after thinning a rhododendron

1. It is nearly always better to thin and open up a rhododendron rather than cut it back and 
make it more dense. An exception to this rule is an older, leggy plant in need of restoration.

2. If you do any major cutting back to reduce size, do so within a month or two after it blooms. 
This will give the plant time to regenerate bloom buds for next year. Unlike many woody 
plants, one can cut a healthy branch back to where there is no foliage and it will sprout 
again from latent buds. Doing this is not recommended on a regular basis as it will result in 
less blooming and an unnatural shape.

3. Deadheading redirects energy into next year’s blooms rather than seed production. As well, 
it visually cleans up the plant, making it more aesthetically pleasing. On large, mature 
plants, deadheading takes a lot of time and may not make a big difference in future 
blooming.



A CAUSE FOR CONCERN
‘disturbing’: weedkiller ingredient tied to cancer found in 80% of urine samples
…adapted from the Guardian Newspaper 2017 …an article by Carey Gillam

A report by a unit of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found that out of 2,310 urine samples 
taken from Americans intended to be representative of the US population, 1885 were laced with detectable
traces of glyphosate. Glyphosate is the active ingredient in herbicides sold around the world, including the 
widely used Roundup brand. Approximately 1/3 of the participants were children ages from 6 to 18.

Academics and private researchers have been noting high levels of the herbicide glyphosate in analyses of 
human urine samples for years. It is only recently that the CDC has started examining the extent of human 
exposure to glyphosate. This is coming at a time when there are mounting concerns and controversy over 
how pesticides in food and water impact human and environmental health.

The amount  and prevalence of glyphosate found in human urine has been rising steadily when Monsanto 
introduced genetically engineered crops designed to be sprayed directly with Roundup. (2017 University of 
California San Diego School of Medicine). More than 200 million pounds of glyphosate are used annually by 
US farmers on their fields. The weedkiller is sprayed directly over genetically engineered crops such as beans 
and soybeans; and over non-genetically engineered crops such as wheat and oats as a desiccant to dry crops 
out prior to harvest. Many farmers use it on fields before growing season, including spinach growers and 
almond producers.

US government scientists have detected a weedkiller linked to cancer in an array of commonly consumed 
foods. Honey, corn, oatmeal, and baby food are other examples found to have pesticides in them.
Children are particularly vulnerable as, pound-for-pound they drink more water, eat more food and breathe 
more air. Children have many more years of future life when they can develop diseases with long incubation 
periods such as cancer. Monsanto and the company that bought it is 2018 (Bayer) have maintained the 
glyphosate and Roundup products are safe and that residues found in food and human urine are not a health 
risk. They are at odd with the International Agency for Research on Cancer, a unit of the world Health 
Organization, which classifies glyphosate as a probable human carcinogen in 2015.

Thank you Ann Buffam for this information



WHAT FOODS HAVE GLYPHOSATE?

For your information
Adapted from

STEPHANIE OSMANSKI FROM GREEN MATTERS.COM FEBRUARY 20,2022
Published in The Guardian

In March 2019, Monsanto lost a lawsuit to a man named Edwin Hardeman who claimed Roundup 
caused his non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Monsanto was ordered by the court to pay more than $80 
million in damages to Hardeman. Ever since, glyphosate has become a household name, and not in a 
good way. Since that time, Germany has banned glyphosate nationwide as Monsanto was purchased 
by Bayer in 2018. As Bayer is a Germany company, glyphosate will be fully banned by 2023.

The Environmental Working Group reported in 2019 that widespread glyphosate contamination 
affected breakfast cereals, oat products, pasta, crackers, chickpea flour, pizza and lentils. In 2019, oat-
based breakfast cereals, granola, oat bars, and instant oats by General Mills and Quaker were batch-
tested for detectable levels of glyphosate. The health benchmark of glyphosate levels is 160 parts per 
billion. Of the 21 products tested, these 15 contained glyphosate levels above the recommended 160 
parts per billion.

These included:

1. Honey Nut Cheerios Medley Crunch (830 ppb
2. Nature Valley Crunchy Granola Bars, Maple Brown Suga5 ( 566 ppb)
3. Nature Valley Granola Cups, Almond Butter (529 ppb)
4. Chocolate Peanut Butter Cheerios (400 ppb)
5. Nature Valley Baked Oat Bites (389  ppb)
6. Nature Valley Crunchy Granola Bars, Oats and Honey (320 ppb)
7. Nature Valley Crunch Granola Bars, Peanut Butter (312 ppb)
8. Nature Valley Granola Cups, Peanut butter Chocolate (297ppb)
9. Nature Valley Fruit and Nut Chewy Trail Mix Granola Bars, Dark Chocolate Cherry (275 ppb)
10. Nature Valley Granola Protein Oats n Dark Chocolate (261ppb)
11. Multi Grain Cheerios (216 ppb)
12. Nature valley Soft-Baked Oatmeal Squares, Blueberry (206 ppb)
13. Fiber One Oatmeal Raisin Soft-Baked Cookies ( 204 ppb)
14. Nature Valley Granola Peanut Butter Creamy & Crunchy (198 ppb)
15. Nature Valley Biscuits with Almond Butter (194 ppb)

According to The Guardian other foods with high contamination levels include almonds, beets, 
beet sugar, canola oil, carrots, corn, corn syrup, quinoa, soy products, sweet potatoes and 
vegetable oil. A 2016 report by Food Democracy Now found trace amounts in Doritos, Oreos, 
Goldfish, Ritz Crackers and Stacy’s Pita Chips.



VICTORIA RHODODENDRON PICNIC
JUNE 2022 AT THE HOME OF FRANK AND ANN BUFFAM

GREAT LOCATION

WONDERFUL HOSTS

GOOD TIMES





THANK YOU 
THANK YOU
THANK YOU

PHOTOS ARE FROM NADINE  MINKLER, ANN BUFFAM AND ANNE ALLEN

MERCI
MERCI 
MERCI



RHODODENDRON RESEARCH NETWORK
Adapted from the Rhododendron Research Network

Images from their website

In 2017, the Rhododendron Research Network was founded at Holden to 
increase collaboration and dissemination of Rhododendron research; to 
connect scientists with each other; and with plant enthusiasts across the globe. 
Rhododendron is the focal point of studies; ranging from horticulture and 
breeding; to conservation and restoration; to ecology and evolution; and to 
medical chemistry and ethnobotany.

Rhododendrons popularity as ornamental and medicinal plants dates back over 
500 years; highlighting the enormous potential of these plants to connect 
seemingly- distant problems. These include conservation and medicine, 
gardening, climate change, to solving the big mysteries of how biodiversity 
arises and why it matters to humans and how to preserve it.

The R-RN has gained world-wide recognition, attracting connections with 
prominent researchers from around the globe for collaborative projects, and 
inspiring communication and collaboration between scientists and the public.
The network is led by Dr. Juliana Medeiros and Dr. Erik Nilsen and enlists the 
help of researchers in China, the US, Canada, India, the UK and Germany.



THE RHODODENDRON SPECIES SYMPOSIUM 2023
June 23, 2023 – June25, 2023

THE SYMPOSIUM WILL HELD ON ZOOM

TALKS WILL BE RECORDED AND WILL BE AVAILABLE THROUGH AUGUST, 2023

. The New Zealand ex situ Rhododendron Conservation Project -- Dr. Susan Elizabeth Gardiner Davies
New Zealand Rhododendron Association

. The Rhododendron Research Network -- Dr. Juliana Medeiros -- Research Scientist at the Holden 
Arboretum and co-founder of the Rhododendron Research Network

. Companion Plant Rarities from Far Reaches -- Kelly Dodson and Sue Milliken -- Proprietors of Far Reaches
and Botanical Conservancy Farm

. The 2019 Expedition to South Yunnan and Guangxi  -- Steve Hootman – Executive Director and Curator of 
the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden 

Ticket Cost $85 US for Members $110 for non-Members



BULBS TO PLANT IN FALL TO HELP POLLINATORS IN EARLY SPRING 

Hungry pollinators like bumblebees and honey bees need nectar to provide nourishment and fuel for
their busy lives. Flowers grown from bulbs provide food sources as temperatures warm. They also provide
pops of color after a long and somewhat somber winter. Choosing the right mix of species one can find
color from earliest spring all the way into summer.  One will have cheerful color, chase away the winter 
blues, and serve some essential nectar and pollen for our local pollinators.

Adapted from Home Better Homes and Gardens

SNOWDROPS

One of the first signs of spring
Can appear before all the snow melts
Requires little maintenance
Grows in a variety of conditions

WINTER ACONITE

Is a charming tuberous  bright yellow perennial
Often appears before the crocus
Has been given the  Award of Merit by the RHS
Is deer resistant and can naturalize over time if happy

CROCUS

Crocus grow in a range of conditions
They are members of the iris family
There are more than 80 species, but most we buy are hybrids
Their flower symbolizes rebirth, joy, hope and fresh beginnings

SIBERIAN SQUILL

Squill naturalizes and spreads over time, fading to light blue or white
It is very cold hardy and can bloom through frost and snow
Grows in a variety of soil conditions
It is native to Russia and the Caucasus 

GLORY OF THE SNOW

Glory of the Snow bulbs are native to Turkey
They produce a mass of star-shaped flowers with deep green leaves
Each bulb produces 5-10 blooms
They are aggressive spreaders



RHODODENDRONS OF THE YEAR 2022 FOR PACIFIC NORTHWEST           
FOR THOSE WHO MISSED THIS

CHEMAINUS WREN

FROSTED ORANGE

Elepidote
18 flowers on a truss
Hybridized by Frank Fujioka
Four feet in 10 years
Blooms in early season
Leaves glossy dark bluish green
Bronze indumentum

Lepidote
Flowers  cover plant when in bloom
Blooms midseason
Two feet in 10 years
Leaves leathery glossy dark green
Mounding, slow-growing
Hybridized by Cox

Evergreen Azalea
Flower is 3” across
Blooms late midseason
Mounding plant habit
Leaves are leathery dark green
Three feet in 10 years
Hybridized by Harris

Deciduous Azalea
Flower is 3 1/2”aross
Cold hardy to -15C
Hybridized by Slonecker
Upright plant habit
Leaves medium green
Grows to 5’ in 10 years

CHETCO



BARLUP HYBRIDS PLANTED IN THE LEGACY GARDEN AT THE GORGE

LADYBUG

Purple Twight x Black Widow
# 226 at the Barlup Legacy Garden
Hybridized in 2006
Registered in 2019
Dark red in color with darker purple hues
Ball-shaped trusses
Rich dark green foliage
Bloom time mid season
Grows to about 4 feet in height and width
Hardy to 0 CMIDNIGHT SONG

LADYBUG

Hachmann’s Charmant x Tia
# 121 at the Barlup Legacy Garden
Hybridized in 2004
Registered in 2013
Pale yellow blending to white frilled edges
Reddish flare
Olive green foliage
Bloom time mid season
Grows to about 4 feet in ten years
Hardy to -15C

Terra x Berg’s Yellow x R. proteoides
# 152 at the Barlup Legacy Garden
Hybridized in 2004
Registered in 2013
Pale yellow ball truss
Red flare on dorsal lobe
Semi-glossy olive leaves
Calyx of light greenish yellow 
Grows to 2 ½ feet in 8 years

JUDY’S CHOICE



WHAT IS POLYPLOIDY… A RATHER SIMPLE EXPLANATION

Polyploidy is the heritable condition of which 
the cells of an organism have more than two 
complete sets of chromosomes. Most cells are 
diploid, meaning they have two sets of 
chromosomes. 

Chromosome doubling has been used as a 
breeding tool in rhododendrons for gaining new 
ornamental characteristics. Polyploidization can 
lead to thicker leaves and stems, a deeper green 
color, larger and more heavily textured flowers 
and a longer or later flowering season.

Polyploidy in rhododendrons have been 
reported since 1953. In 1984, Steve McCulloch 
of Briggs Nursery began treating tissue culture 
with colchicine to develop polyploids. Colchicine 
is a yellow compound found in the corms of 
colchicums. (ARS)

In China, Rhododendron fortunei was treated 
with 0.1% colchicine for 24 hours resulting in a 
36.67% induction rate. The results indicated that 
69 tetraploids and 29 octoploids were identified 
in the regenerated plants.  (Mo, Chen, Lou, Xu, 
Dong, Tong, Huang and Lin (2020). 
Source: National Library of Medicine

MARC  COLOMBEL

Marc Colombel is a French rhododendron hybridizer
who specializes in breeding polyploidy rhododendrons.

‘L’Engin’

Rwain
Rhododendron without an important name	

	

 
  

	

Rhododendron	JIM	BARLUP	

“Named	for	Jim	Barlup,	an	extremely	generous	man,	who	has	done	so	
much	for	the	Rhododendron	world.	It	came	from	one	of	his	creations	Fire	
Rim	by	L’Engin.	It	has	been	tested	tetraploid.”	Marc	Columbel,	France	
	

It	is	with	gratitude	that	the	Victoria	Rhododendron	
Society	has	received	this	information	on	behalf	of	our	
benefactor	Jim	Barlup.	In	2021,	our	Society	will	receive	
cuttings	for	growing	on.	We	are	grateful	for	this	honor.	
This	special	rhododendron	will	be	placed	in	the	Jim	
Barlup	Garden	at	the	Esquimalt	Gorge	Park.	

Jim Barlup

Marc’s Rhododendrons



PETER FALK AND RHODODENDRONS … JUST ONE MORE THING

1. Rhododendron is the national flower of Nepal,

2. Is the state flower of West Virginia and Washington 

3. Leaves are spirally arranged

4. Are evergreen or deciduous

5. Used in Himachal Pradesh to make fruit and flower wines

6. In Nepal is eaten and enjoyed for its sour taste

7. Honey made from the nectar causes hallucinations

8. Labrador tea is made from three closely related species

9. Juice of the flower is used to make squash in Uttarakhand 

13. Some tropical rhododendrons grow as epiphytes

14.  Stamens have no appendages

15. Pollen is clumped

16. Have a very protruding ovary unlike many flowers

17. Was introduced to England in1656 from the European Alps 

18. Also known as Alpine Rose

19. Symbolizes danger and beware

20. Leaves range from 0.4 – o.8 inches to 40 inches in R. sinogrande

Adapted from Getatoz.com

10. The fresh or dried flower is often added to fish curry

11. Smallest species range from 10- 100 cm

12. Tallest species are over 30 meters



ARE YOU KILLING YOUR PLANTS THROUGH KINDNESS?
Providing your plants with too much water 
will result in plants thriving or failing. This 
is a complicated topic and there is no fool-
proof rule. Some of the conditions relating 
to watering include drainage, soil type, 
weather conditions and plant types.

Did you know that over-watering is usually 
considered the most common cause of 
early plant death? In general, we are afraid 
of under-watering our plants, and as a 
result, many of us tend to over-water.

A classic symptom of over-watering or 
over-fertilizing is having black or brown 
tipped leaves. Once that symptom 
appears, it will soon overtake the plant 
leading to the death of the plant. With 
high summer temperatures, we all think 
we have to water more. Just because the 
air is hot, this does not mean the soil is 
dry.

If you stick your finger in the soil close to 
the plant and it is cool, then no watering is 
required. If it feels warm and dry, then 
watering is necessary.

For most plants an equal mix of moisture, 
mineral and air in the soil is needed for 
plant to thrive. In a typical potting mix, it is 
very finely textured and stays wet longer. 
Trees and shrubs do not do well in this 
type of soil.

Soil-less mixes have several elements that 
help with drainage. Perlite, pumice and 
bark are added to provide better drainage. Adapted from Singing Tree Nursery August 2022 Newsletter

Don Wallace

These soils require good drainage, but also may require
more frequent watering. Adding peat does help in 
retaining moisture. However, peat moss tends to
become “sludgy” over time. In  hot, summer weather 
this “sludge” can become the perfect medium for root 
rot to develop. Peat moss which is used in Germany 
and Denmark to help retain moisture is much coarser 
than what is available in North America.

A pure bark mix, with coarse and fine elements are all 
that is needed for moisture retention, air and good 
drainage. Most ornamental plant nurseries use this 
soil-less mix for their container plants. Singing Tree 
Nursery uses bark, mixed with a little perlite. It seems 
to provide the perfect porosity of air, water and 
moisture retention.



Adapted from Rhodyman.net

ROOM FOR ONE MORE DWARF 
RHODODENDRON

SPECIES AND HYBRID CHOICES

R. fastigiatum

R. indicum

R. impeditum

R. keiskei

R. kiusianum

R. nakaharai

R. racemosun

Carmen

Dora Amateis

Egret

Princess Anne

Ptarmigan

Purple Gem

Towhead

Moerheim R. pemakoense



Lace bug (Stephanitis pyrioides) is an invasive pest from Asia that feeds on the underside of the
leaves causing chlorosis, reduced photosynthesis and even plant death. 

This pest was first discovered in the Pacific Northwest in 2008-2009. The lace bug feeds on the 
underside of leaves. The adults and nymphs have needle-like mouthparts which they use to suck 
sugary plant juices. Aesthetic damage appears as yellow stippling on the upper surface of the 
leaves and a sticky residue on the lower surface. The damage becomes more noticeable when 
populations are large in mid to late summer. If feeding is heavy, leaves may drop prematurely. 
They also produce small, dark droppings where they feed. These are sometimes called varnish 
spots.

Adult lace bug

Nymphs of lace bug

Nymphs feeding

Damage by Lace bug

LACE BUGS

Information adapted from Gardener’s Pathe
Photos public domain



If only a few lace bugs are present, and there is little or no damage observed, wash lace bugs 
off infested leaves with a strong stream of water from the garden hose. Repeated 
applications of insecticidal soaps or horticultural oils are also effective in controlling lace bug.

To obtain adequate control, thoroughly wet the undersides of the leaves with insecticidal 
soap or Neem oil in early spring when they are in the nymph stage. This is when the adults fly 
to their hosts and begin feeding on the first fresh leaves. They mate and leave small groups of 
tiny eggs on the leaf undersides near the mid-vein. These will hatch into nymphs after 
approximately two weeks. The nymphs feed for three or four weeks, often leaving their 
molted skins clinging to the foliage. Once matured into winged adults, they mate and lay a 
second round of eggs, which will hatch, mate, reach adulthood and feed through summer 
and fall.

The life cycle of these insects take 30-40 days to complete. Healthy plants will not be 
significantly affected by lace bug, but their damage will ruin a plant’s aesthetic appeal. Plants 
grown in full sun and hot locations appear to suffer the most damage from these insects.

Stephanitis pyroides

Corythiucha
Stephanitis rhododendri

Eggplant 
Lace bug

Hawthorn 
Lace bug Lace bug 

typicus



HEAR YE
HEAR YE
HEAR YE

COME TO OUR FIRST MEETING IN SEPTEMBER

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 AT 7:30 PM

EXPERTS WILL SHOW YOU THEIR SECRETS
growing new rhododendrons from cuttings

THEN
AT OUR OCTOBER MEETING YOU WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
DEMONSTRATE WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED BY DOING YOUR OWN 

CUTTINGS AND TAKING THEM HOME

WHAT A DEAL



Frank Buffam 778-432-4649
fabuffams@shaw.ca

Carrie George 250-642-3176
carrrie.g@shaw.ca

Calvin Parsons 250-290-0489
sinogrande50@gmail.com

Ian Duncan 250-479-0820
duncani@telus.net

Calvin Parsons 250-590-0489
sinogrande50@gmail.com

MEMBERS AT LARGEBOARD MEMBERS

President Lloyd Gilmore  250-642-2256
gilmore2020@gmail.com

Vice President Frank Buffam 778-432-4649
fbuffam@gmail.com

Secretary Sharon Joseph 250-383-1756
underground@yahoo.com

Bill Gordon Treasurer 250-479-0210
bbgordon@shaw.ca

KEY CONTRIBUTORS
Ellen Wellborn 250-479-1898 librarian

Ian Duncan 250-479-0820 audio-visual

Robert Burke 250-477-5386 audiovisual

Brenda Macdonald 778-528-3647 membership

Carrie George 250-415-9255 membership

Lois Blackmore 250-478-6615 newsletter editor
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