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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

December 21…0ur shortest day for sunshine, then we
ramble towards spring with the unpredictability of the
weather. At this time last year there were snowdrops up 
with buds and within a week or two of opening. This year 
however, they have yet to break through the ground, 
probably set back by the summer drought. The bright 
spots in the garden seem to be limited to the colorful 
berries. The red tones of the pyracantha, holly and 
cotoneaster are complimented by the white berries of the 
native Snow Berry. As well, we have the blue hues of the 
various viburnum species along with the uniquely colored 
Beauty Berry bushes carrying the purple-blue tones. 
Indoor plants of the Christmas cactus with their flowers of 
white to red and pink and even yellow are challenged by 
the white through red poinsettias.

Rhododendron buds swell during the winter preparing to bloom in April and May, much to our delight. The 
plants at the Norm Todd Propagation Center are doing very well and some of the Jim Barlup seedlings will have 
their first flowers in the spring,  though not every plant is a keeper. However, beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder. For questionable plants it is best to keep them for a second flowering to evaluate whether the plant is 
worth keeping. Other plant factors to consider are plant habit, size, leaf shape and color, indumentum, ease of 
culture and ability to root from cuttings. There is an old saying about hybridizing rhododendrons…”Five years of 
anticipation and five minutes of disappointment”. However, this is offset by getting the occasional good plant.

Only the best plants should be registered after five or more years using the above criteria. Like everything else, 
rhododendrons are subject to fads. Many years ago, they were crossing Yaks with everything and too many Yaks 
were created, according to Peter Cox. Smaller sized plants with colorful leaves and long lasting fragrant flowers 
would be an ideal rhododendron.

!. Seedlings should be assessed after flowering, and the few suitable for registration be kept as stud plants.
2. Many unnamed promising seedlings will be kept for VicRS plant sales.
3. Compost those plants that are not an advantageous in any way, whether they are hard to grow or would not    
be a suitable rhododendron plant for the general public.

At the HCP, a roof is being added to a portion of the NTPC and work on the patio garden should be starting in 
January, weather permitting. A sculpture called “Paired Geese” is being donated to the Barlup Legacy Garden by 
Mike Peterson, a long-time friend of Jim and Judy Barlup’s.  As  it is coming from the US, the board is in the 
process of getting all the information needed to have this brought into Canada.

Our next meeting is on January 5, 2023, beginning at 7:30 pm. Our speaker is Dr. Colin Tamboline and his topic is 
on lilies. The meeting will also be available on ZOOM.

Keep safe, healthy and hope to see everyone at our first meeting of the 2023 year.



“THE GENERAL RULE”
…NOTES FROM KEN GIBSON

Ken Gibson is an expert in growing 
rhododendrons. For anyone that 
had visited Tofino, his garden was a 
must visit. Ken has now retired and 
is living in Vernon. I asked him to 
send me some of his tips on best 
practices for growing 
rhododendrons. The photo is a 
snapshot of Ken’s garden in Tofino. 
The other photo is the 
rhododendron Ken Gibson, a Jim 
Barlup hybrid, with thanks to Ken 
Webb.

#1. The narrow and small leaf rhododendrons can take more sun

#2. It is good practice to have your rhododendrons planted to take morning sun if possible

#3. Some species are better parents and should get credit for such ..R.strigillosum “Double Winner
”
#4. Pink trusses need to be shielded from direct sunlight

#5. South facing gardens should be shaded by a tree to cast a shadow in late afternoon

#.6 Nothing is more final for a rhododendron than covering the root collar

#6. Lift 4-5 year old plants, then fill and step on the the new planting 

#7. Don’t water your plants until bedtime

#8. Give them a good drink and wait for two or three days

#9. Water kills too many plants from over-watering

#10. Learn what varieties are dependable

“THE PAINTED MOUNTAIN”



HOW WINTER WEATHER AFFECTS TREES
Adapted from Let’s Talk Science, March 2020

What are the adaptations and processes that trees do in northern climates to survive the winter? 

As there are two types of trees in northern Canada (deciduous and coniferous). The trees have a 
number of adaptations that allow them to survive during the winter. Both types of trees are 
adapted to survive cold temperatures. Some of these adaptations are the same and some are 
different.

The tree’s bark acts as the first defense against the cold. The outer bark protects the tree 
from disease, insects, storms and extreme temperatures. It is full of air spaces and works 
like insulation for the tree. 

Tree leaves also have adaptations for cold temperatures. The leaves of the tree are where 
photosynthesis takes place. This is where the trees use the energy from the sunlight to 
chemically combine carbon dioxide and water to form sugars. The other important process 
that happens in leaves is transpiration. Leaves have openings called stomata. These 
openings are controlled by guard cells which can open and shut. During transpiration, 
oxygen gas and water vapor leave the tree from the stomata. As the water leaves the 
stomata, water is pulled up from the roots.

During winter, tree roots cannot access water from the ground because it is frozen. So, 
to keep wasting water through the leaves, deciduous trees lose their leaves in autumn.



Coniferous trees have different leaf adaptations. Coniferous tree leaves are long and 
thin. They have a much smaller surface area, thus fewer stomata from which to lose 
water. Narrow leaves also prevent snow from building up and breaking branches. As 
well, the stomata are not on the surface of the needle, but are deep within the needle. 
This creates a pocket of still air just inside the needle which means less transpiration. 
As well, the leaves have thick, waxy cuticles. The cuticle is the outermost part of the 
leaf. The wax helps to prevent water loss.

#1. phloem…transports carbohydrates from sources and stores water 
#2. xylem…transports water and solutes from the plant-soil surface
#3. cuticle…protects against leaf loss and environmental stresses
#4. stomata…regulates  control of water loss



EVOLUTIONARY MYSTERY 
OF HARMONIOUS FLOWER MEADOW 

MAY BE SOLVED… 

Amid the heights of a mountain range in southwestern China, thousands of different species of 
rhododendrons mysteriously live together in harmony, without fighting as they do in other 
areas for the pollinators that are crucial for their continued survival. The flowers coexistence 
has baffles many scientists for years, but a new study may offer answers.

A team of American and Chinese researchers set out this summer to better understand the 
phenomenon. By documenting the flowering patterns of 34 different rhododendron species, 
they discovered that they were not blooming at the same time, but rather at different points 
of the season, explaining their ability to thrive so closely to one another.

The Hengduan Mountains are known for their biological diversity, spanning deep rivers to tall 
peaks and their weather, which ranges from the subtropical humidity of the summer 
monsoons to cold, snowy winters. However, the mountains ate also spectacular because of the 
estimated 12,000 species of flowers that call them home- some 3500 of which are not found 
naturally anywhere else on earth.

There are around 272 different species of rhododendrons native to the Hengduan region. They 
range from low-growing shrubs to tall trees, with colors of bright purples, pinks, blues and 
yellows. Species of rhododendrons across this whole region  are known for being among the 
earliest species to flower. Rhododendrons and magnolias will put out these spectacular 
blooms when the snow is still on the ground.

Adapted from CNN World
Taylor Nicioli, CNN, October 2022



A MATTER OF TIMING…
for harmony in the flower meadow

The existence of competition amongst flowers is due to their need for pollination. Within their 
species to multiply. If closely related bur genetically different flowers were to bloom at the 
same, they could risk a bee visiting their flower and carrying its pollen to a neighboring flower 
of a different species. When cross-pollination happens between two different species, it can 
adversely affect the fitness of at least one of those involved. 

This is called reproductive interference. It is a basic need for species to mate only with others 
of their own species. It appears that these species have adjusted their flowering schedules to 
try to minimize interference from their neighbors.

Although the timing of the blooms has played a role in the rhododendrons growth in this 
region, it may be that it may leave them vulnerable to climate change, as it may mess with 
their schedules. Some species could find themselves headed toward extinction, while other 
species might, for whatever reason find conditions more favorable and start to dominate.
This study will help other researchers to better understand patterns where certain flowers 
have undergone explosive diversification.



WINTER-FLOWERING SPECIES RHODODENDRONS

R. MUCRANULATUM

. Known as the Korean rhododendron

. Native to Korea, Mongolia, Russia and parts of Northern China

. A deciduous shrub

. Grows at 5,200 to 7500 feet

. Blooms before any leaf structure

. Award of Merit at the RHS

. Flower used in pan-fried flower cakes in Korea (hwajeon)

. Used in infused liquor

. Native to Sichuan and Guizhou China

. A bushy shrub or small tree

. Grows at 1200 - 2200 meters

. Often the earliest bloomer of any lepidote in the PNW

. Flowering trusses subject to sudden freezes
R. RIREI

. A semi-evergreen thicket forming shrub

. Native to NE Asia, Siberia, Mongolia, and Hokkaido, Japan

. Flowers before the dark-green leaves appear

. Grows in forests and forest edges 

. Awarded RHS Award of Garden Merit

. Dauricum means “from Siberia”

. Parent of PJM crossesR. DAURICUM

R. LANIGERUM

. Known from Pemako in SE Tibet to adjacent NE India

. Grows in forests from 8500 to 1100 feet (2500 – 3350 meters)

. Flowers range from pink to red or crimson

. Dark shiny leaves with wooly whitish to fawn indumentum

. Have dark nectar pouches 

. Is a rounded shrub or a small tree

Adapted from Species Foundation website and the ARS website



HYBRID IRON-CLAD RHODODENDRONS 
ERNEST HENRY WILSON 1917

ADAPTED FROM HENNING’S HOME PAGES

BOULE DE NEIGE CATAWABIENSE
ALBUM

CATAWABIENSE
BOURSALT

ENGLISH 
ROSEUM

IGNATIUS
SARGENT

KEN JANEK LEE’S DARK
PURPLE

MINNETONKA

MRS. CHARLES S.
SARGENT

NOVA ZEMBLA OLGA MEZITT PJM

PURPUREUM ELEGANS
ROSEUM GRANDIFLORUM ROSEUM ELEGANS

Rhododendron Catawabiense  was collected in the Eastern US and was introduced to Britain in 1809. It was hybridized 
with other rhododendrons and it introduced cold and heat tolerance in hybrid rhododendrons. In 1917, Ernest Henry 

Wilson published a list of which he termed “Iron Clad” rhododendrons. These are from his list.
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BARLUP HYBRIDS

F T R T N I G H T M U S I C S J A C H U
J L J I P G K O S E K E R A T F E I V L
P O I G N B O B E V F Y T D T X Y N P O
O L T G S F K S W R P R B J P O V V E O
K M I T H H O N E Y B U T T E R Y I T N
R Z C S H T O X Z D I J C Z Q F V T N S
E C H B B K Y A G L E N N A B I S A S C
C B B C O P P E R C A N Y O N R U T Z A
I H D L Y A P U A P D T O Y K E N I M L
T X A R A V P I J R E E Z P M R B O A L
A X A M E D D R P K S C F O G I L N V D
L Q F T P A Y R I Y B T O S W M U G E Z
Q Y S O U A M B W L Z T U S F I S I R M
D F H E U R G W U I M W B M D M H Q I T
Q R L D G I H N E G N O A V H A M B C P
U R Q C G D L Y E A A D R M M I W W K S
M S Z H R V L M T L V T S N I N K N S L
M D Z U R G H Y K D A E L O S I C D D P
F M G L U Y J Z B G R C R R N U K A L P
I W M P I C E M U S I C E T I G U E D J

CHAMPAGNELACE COPPERCANYON DREAMWEAVER
HONEYBUTTER NIGHTMUSIC APRILMORN
LIGHTYEARS PECOSDAWN LOONSCALL
WINDSONG ICEMUSIC INVITATION
LADYBUG FIRERIM GLENNA
KERA MAVERICK SUNBLUSH
RECITAL

®

PRINT AND SOLVE FOR A FREE RAFFLE TICKET



ECO FRIENDLY FINDINGS ABOUT CANADA
ADAPTED FROM JUST ENERGY.COM

1.Canada is clean. 79% of Canada’s electricity comes from eco-friendly, non-greenhouse gas emitting sources.

2. In the last five years, Canada installed more new wind energy generators as compared to all other forms of 
electricity.

3. In 2009, Prime Minister Stephen Harper and President Barak Obama launched the US-Canada clean energy 
dialogue to enhance cooperation from both nations on developing clean energy technology.

4. More and more Canadians are walking or cycling to work.

5. In 2014, regulations were put in place to limit emissions from vehicles. By 2025, vehicle greenhouse 
gas emissions will be half of what they were in 2008.

6. Vancouver, one of the world’s greenest cities, will reduce its carbon emissions by 33 % in the next 5 years.

7. Montreal provides its visitors with a geo-tourism map that highlights its sites dedicated to sustainable
development, festivals, urban agriculture outdoor activities, bike trails and walking tours.

8. Calgary has implemented a reduce capita water consumption by 30% over 30 years. Water meters are
mandatory It has effectively reduced water consumption by about 60%.

9. In Montreal, two environmentally friendly organizations have created an online database of waste. Artists 
can visually browse the site, seeing if there is anything they can use in their art work.

10. Canada’s ministry of the Environment was established in 1971. Its role is to assess, monitor and protect the 
environment and provide weather and meteorological information to keep Canadians safe.



A PEEK INTO THE FIRST RHODODENDRON ENTHUSIASTS 
ON VANCOUVER ISLAND

ADAPTED FROM RHODODENDRONS INTERNATIONAL 2018
Glen Jamieson

Interest in rhododendrons on Vancouver Island began almost 100 years ago when three nurseries were 
established on Vancouver Island. One was in Ucluelet, another by Lake Cowichan and a third in Royston.

The first influential rhododendron enthusiast was George Fraser. He arrived in Victoria in 1885. His 
experience was head gardener of the large country estate of Auchmore. One of his jobs upon arriving was 
to oversee the development of Beacon Hill Park. However, his ultimate goal was to establish his own 
nursery. He did just that in the small village of Ucluelet. From there he maintained extensive 
correspondence with experts around the world, exchanging seeds and selling his own hybrids. His work was 
recognized internationally and his Fraseri Group was recognized by the Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew.

The second influential rhododendron enthusiasts were Susan and Richard Stoker. They had spent many 
years in India and were familiar with the rhododendrons of Sikkim. They established a nursery on the north 
side of Cowichan Lake where they specialized in alpine plants. Nine years later, George Buchanan and 
Jeanne Simpson moved to Cowichan Lake as well. They became friends with the Stokers and in 1924, they 
established their own nursery. Both couples depended on seed from England, Scotland, the USA and India. 
While both groups sold alpine plants, the Simpsons became particularly interested in rhododendrons. In 
1967, Jeanne Simpson arranged for many of their rhododendrons to be moved to Finnerty Gardens.

The third major early rhododendron enthusiasts were Ted and Mary Greig. The Greig’s purchased a nursery  
at Cowichan Lake from the Buchanan-Simpsons in 1934. They then moved the nursery from Cowichan Lake 
to Royston, some 112 miles further north. While the alpines diminished because of location, the 
rhododendrons  flourished. Mary Greig became one of the early North American hybridizers. Her focus was 
on adding species to the collection, receiving seeds and plants from many locations. In 1952-1953, the 
Greig’s gave many rhododendrons to UBC, which formed the basis of the UBC Botanical Garden. As well, 
they donated plants to the Finnerty Gardens. When the nursery closed in 1965, the remaining plants were 
sold to the Vancouver Parks Board. These plants can now be found in Stanley Park, Queen Elizabeth Park 
and VanDusen Botanic Garden. 

GEORGE FRASER.                                          MARY AND TED GREIG                      GEORGE BUCHANAN SIMPSON



JIM’S HYBRIDS IN THE BARLUP LEGACY GARDEN 

ROSE DUST

HONEY MIST

TERI LEE

(Winter Spice x Muffy)
Hybridized in 2004
Registered in 2011
Ball shaped truss
Purplish red in bud
Opens to bright pink
Leaves are moderate olive green
Dense growth habit
Flowers mid-May 
.6 meters in 7 years

(Invitation x [Satin Gold x {Whopper 
x Lem’s Cameo] x {Whopper x Brant’s 
Tropicana)
Hybridized in 2007
Registered in
Ball shaped truss
Purplish red in bud
Opens to a pale yellow -red with 
purplish red edges
Moderate semi-glossy olive green 
leaves
Grows to 1 meter in 16 years
Blooms late April

(Maverick x Orchid Bouquet)
Hybridized in 2014 
Registered in



FEEDING HUMMINGBIRDS
Adapted from the Audubon Society

While native flowering plants are the best source of nectar for hummingbird, supplemental feedings with 
a well-tended sugar-water feeder can provide additional sustenance during nesting season and migration.

Are there downsides to supplying a hummingbird feeder to the birds in my yard?
NO. Your feeder will be a supplemental source of nectar

Do I need to buy special food for my feeder?
NO. The best and cheapest solution is 1:4 solution of refined white sugar to water. Boil and let cool.

Should I include red food coloring?
NO. Natural sugar-water solution is best.

How often  should I empty and clean my feeder?
In hot weather, the feeder should be emptied and washed twice a week. In cooler weather, once a week 
is sufficient.

When should I put my feeder out?
In our area, hummingbirds often stay the winter. Seeing a hummingbird in your yard in the spring or 
checking with a local bird club will provide you with more certain information.

When should Intake my feeders down in the fall?
You can leave your feeders up as long as your see hummingbirds in your yard.

If I live in an area where the birds stay the winter, is it OK to feed them through the winter?
Yes, just follow the guide lines for cleaning your feeder.

Won’t my hummingbirds stay too late if the feeder is out?
NO. Hummingbirds are a migratory species and are genetically programmed to head south in winter.

I put a feeder up, but no hummingbirds arrived.
Put your feeder near red or orange tubular like flowers to help them discover your feeder.

I live in a cold area where it often freezes.
Bring your feeder in over night and put it out early in the morning. Another solution is to hang an 
incandescent light bulb near the feeder.



HEALTH ISSUES FOR GARDENERS TO CONSIDER
Adapted from scottishrhodos@btinernet.com

Forwarded from Calvin Parsons

. ADVICE ON HANDLING COMPOST AND WATER STORAGE IN THE GARDEN

Over the past few years there have been various reports in the press on concerning health hazards in the form 
of infectious organisms associated with the use of commercial compost. These appear to be on the increase, 
possibly due to the move from use of peat to other materials in such composts. There are also hazards due to 
other infectious organisms to be found in gardens and it is well for all gardeners to be aware of these and take 
precautions against them.

Legionella longbeachae

This disease is caused by a bacterium. Legionella longbeachae occurs in soil and compost. Infection with this 
agent can lead to a respiratory disease. The more common L. pneumonophila occurs naturally in water courses 
but can multiply in standing water to potentially harmful levels when the water temperature if between 20 
and 45 degrees C.

Precautions should be taken when opening bags of compost or turning compost heaps especially when they are 
dry and dusty. Avoid using compost in enclosed areas and do not store in greenhouses where contents may get 
very dry and hot. Damp down your compost heap if it gets very dry. Consider using a mask when turning the 
heap.

Empty hose pipes of water after use to avoid water standing in pipes which heat the sun. Water butts should 
preferably not be in full sun. This is not always possible but they can be painted white or insulated to 
counteract overheating.

Legionella pneumonophila

Bioaerosols

Naturally present in decomposing material are a variety of airborne micro-organisms including spores of 
bacteria and fungi. Aspergillus fumigatus is an example of a fungus whose spores occur in a bioaerosol. These 
can be breathed in when turning a compost heap, particularly in warm weather. Such spores can also be
present in bagged compost. Those with an existing chest infection such as asthma, bronchitis, or those prone 
to allergies are at most risk of contracting a respiratory infection  by inhalation of these agents.

Precautions are to damp down compost heaps before turning and to wear a mask. Open bagged compost in 
well ventilated areas and do not keep in greenhouse.

mailto:scottishrhodos@btinernet.com


Tetanus

The tetanus bacterium is found in soi  and gins entry to the body via cuts and grazes. 
Tetanus is a particularly nasty illness and can cause death in 10% of cases.

Tetanus vaccination is very successful and is routinely given in childhood. Those who 
work regularly in contact with soil should ensure that their vaccinations are up to 
date. It is recommended that boosters are given every ten years. Any injuries such as 
cuts or scratches on hands should be covered when working in the garden. Serious 
injuries in the garden should be taken to a doctor and consideration  given to giving 
another tetanus vaccination. Wearing gloves is recommended.

Weil’s Disease (Leptospirosis)

This is a bacterial infection which can be carried by rodents (rats and mice). The 
bacterial agent is carried in water or wet vegetation contaminated by urine from 
the rats. Rats urine can also carry salmonella bacteria. The bacteria can enter the 
body via uncovered cuts and scratches.  

Tops of compost bags should be rolled over to prevent entry by rodents. Meat, 
fish and egg remains should not be placed in garden compost containers unless 
vermin can be excluded. Water butts should be covered. Wearing gloves is 
recommended.



TO SUMMARIZE PRECAUTIONS TO ENSURE SAFETY IN THE GARDEN
Marion Kinns, November 2022

1. Wear gloves

2. Do not breathe into compost bags

3. Open and use bags in well ventilated areas

4. Do not store bags of compost in the greenhouse

5. Fold over the tops of compost bags when not in use

6. Moisten potting media if dry

7. Dampen dry compost heaps before turning

8. Consider wearing a dust mask when dealing with composts

9. Empty water from hoses after use

10. Don not leave hoses in the sun

11. Keep water storage containers clean by emptying

12. Scrub out water containers once a year

13. Paint water containers with a light color, insulate or keep in shade

14. Do not use stored water for mist irrigation or sprinklers if the temperature is above 20 degrees

15. Keep tetanus shots up to date

16. Discourage rats. Do not put food waste in the compost

17. Use waterproof protection on legs and arms when cleaning ponds

18. Wash hands after gardening and before eating



SNOW..SNOW…GO AWAY…COME AGAIN 
ANOTHER DAY

AT THE BUFFAM HOME



PHOTOS FROM THE VIEW OUTSIDE AT IAN AND ANNE’S HOME



I WILL SURVIVE 
SAYS 

LEMON DREAM

I 
NEED 

A 
WINTER 

COAT
SAYS 

SUNSPRAY

PLEASE BUY ME ONE

THE HOME OF CALVIN AND JEANNIE



I KNOW I AM CALLED POWDER SNOW…BUT

POWDER SNOW… AFTER THE SNOW

AT THE BLACKMORE HOUSEHOLD



BARLUP LEGACY GARDEN AT THE GORGE PARK
THANK YOU CALVIN

WINTER

SUMMER



WINTER

SUMMER



AT THE SYROID GARDEN



UPPER DECK

LOWER DECK

NO JULY 1ST PARTY THIS TIME OF THE YEAR AT THE BLACKMORE’S



NEW YEARS TRADITIONS AROUND THE WORLD

SPAIN

…eating exactly 12 grapes at the stroke of midnight
…1800’s the grape growers came up with this tradition to sell more grapes
…now Spaniards eat one grape for each of the 12 bells announcing midnight

SCOTLAND

…a dark haired male crossing the threshold of your home brings good luck
…traditionally bringing gifts of coal, salt, shortbread and whiskey
…started when Scotland was invaded by the Vikings who were all blond

NETHERLANDS

…eating Oliebollen to scare away Perchta the Belly Slitter
…ancient Germanic tribes would eat fat dough so her sword would slide off
…now Dutch food vendors sell these dough-nut like balls in the winter 

RUSSIA

...in the past 25 years divers go to frozen Lake Bailal to plant a tree underwater
…Lake Baikal is the world’s largest freshwater lake
…usually it is a decorated spruce which people around the world come to see

IRELAND

…single women sleep with mistletoe under their pillow on New Years Eve
…it is believed that this plant helps to find a future husband
…sometimes just in their dreams



BRAZIL

…on New Year’s Eve white flowers and candles are thrown into the sea
…these are offerings to Yemoja to elicit blessings
…Yamoja is a water deity who is said to control the seas

ITALY

…in Italian culture, red is associated with fertility
…men and women wear red underwear in the new year
…this is in hopes of them conceiving in the new year

CHILE

…on New Year’s Eve masses are held in cemeteries
…this allows people to sit with deceased family members
…thus they are included in New Year’s Eves festivities

…in Japan it is customary to eat a bowl of soba noodles
…it is known as toshikoshi soba
…the long and thin noodles are meant to signify a long and healthy lifeJAPAN

TURKEY

...they sprinkle salt on their doorstep as the clock strikes midnight
…it is said to promote peace and prosperity
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JANUARY SPEAKER  …. DR. COLIN TAMBOLINE

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 7:30 PM.

Dr. Tamboline will speak on lilies 


