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PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE

As we move on to the last half of winter, we see hints 
of spring all around us. The yellow flowered actonite 
has emerged and the snowdrops are in full glory. 
Locally, the witch hazels and the pussy willows are 
recognizing the warmer weather. The daffodil bulb 
clumps are up with some showing buds in the middle 
of the leaves. February often has shown us winter is 
not yet over and often reminds us with snow  on the 
way to spring. The garden centers are already stocking 
up for spring with primulas, English Daisies and 
hellebores. Will Mother Nature fool us once again by 
bringing freezing weather to our newly planted 
additions? For gardeners in Victoria with our relatively 
mild climate there is always something to do. For me 
that something is transplanting rhododendron 
community parts, transplanting tuberous begonia and 
streptocarpus seedlings and the ever annoying 
weeding that every gardener faces.

I was pleased to see the in person attendance  at our February meeting. With increasing daylight and hopefully 
better weather, I hope this trend continues. Face masks and hand sanitizer will be available and please remember 
to bring your own mug for coffee and tea. Cookies will be available for after the meeting. The plant raffle will be 
held once again.

Our speaker is Ryan Barry who will tell us all about dahlias. As it is our March meeting and our AGM, elections will 
occur after the speaker. We are looking for new members to join the board. All current board members have 
agreed to serve another year. We always welcome new faces as board members. They bring news ideas and 
different perspectives that allow our society to flourish. If you are interested in becoming a board member, 
please contact Lois. This commitment involves a once a month ZOOM meeting.

A work party will clear out an area at Gorge Park to extend the Jim Barlup Legacy Garden when the weather 
improves. The last work party was cancelled because of poor weather. Esquimalt Park workers will support our 
group. It is a community project that benefits the public, which of course is part of our society’s objectives. At the 
Norm Todd Propagation Center, a portion will have a new tin roof to protect our tools, carts, pots and soils.  It is 
estimated we will need approximately 300 rooted cuttings per year for a viable sales in the coming years. There is 
information about upcoming sales in this newsletter. 

Keep healthy and hope to see you at our March meeting.



OUR FEBRUARY SPEAKER

Paul delighted our group with his presentation on crevice gardens. To 
see the theory behind this type of a garden, and to see such beautiful 
examples, ranging from small to large; created for the audience ideas 
and examples on how they may be able to add such a feature within 
their own gardens. Many thanks to Nadine Minkler for providing such 
a plethora of examples.
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THE NATIVE RHODODENDRONS FOR VANCOUVER ISLAND



THE BAD BUGS OF THE RHODODENDRON GARDEN
Adapted from SFGATE by JUDY WOLFE

A rhododendron garden in full bloom is the dream of every rhododendron lover. It is March and we are 
beginning to enter the season of our dreams. Our vision is to see the garden in full bloom, with eye-appealing 
colors, and rhododendrons that are free from pests. However, a handful of insects may transform the stateliest 
of plants into pale, ragged-leave shadows of themselves. Here are some “PESTS” that can bring a dream garden 
so much loss and devastation. We can minimize insect damage with preventative measures and quickly 
implemented remedies.

Spiraea aphids

Tiny, green, pear-shaped insects that feed in groups on the 
undersides of tender new leaves

Can cause curled, distorted leaves and black, powdery, 
sooty mold fungus

A strong spray of water on the foliage will remove small 
aphid populations

Feeds on foliage fluids after over wintering as immature 
larvae or nymphs on twigs and bark crevices

Fuzzy white egg sacs conceal the honey-dew producing 
females 

Infested rhododendrons develop yellowed, dying leaves

Control measures include winter pruning or early spring 
dormant oil spray

Summer can bring thrips to the rhododendron garden

These black-bodied, pale-winged insects suck the leaves 
contents

The pest’s brown or black droppings often speckle the 
leaves’ undersides

Control measures include pruning and  spraying with 
insecticidal soap or an oil-based spray

Azalea bark scale

Thrips



Lace Bugs

White Flies

Root Weevils

Cut Worms/Leaf Miners

Stippled, excrement-spotted leaves may signal a lace bug 
infestation.

They protrude on leaf tissue as tiny black bumps

Adequately watered plants situated away from bright  sun
are less susceptible 

Several honeydew-secreting whitefly species feed on 
rhododendron leaf fluids

The white-winged , warm weather invaders will swarm from 
vigorously shaken branches where they lay eggs underneath 
the leaves

Prune, or hose down infected foliage as insecticides seldom 
affect them

These nocturnal, summer to fall adult weevils consume 
rhododendron foliage, leaving the leaves with raggedy-edged 
leaves

The larva feed on the roots

Soaking the surrounding root ball with a solution of 2/3 cup of 
Lysol to a watering can of water every week from February 
onwards will kill the larva

Two varieties of moth larvae attack rhododendrons: brown or 
gray 1-2” spring-feeding cutworms: and small yellow azalea 
leaf miner caterpillars

Nocturnal cutworms feed on developing leaves and buds

Leaf miners hatch inside leaves and tunnel their way out

Well-watered and maintained rhododendrons
tolerate caterpillars without serious harm



JAPANESE MAPLES
Adapted from the Spruce

Japanese maple tree varieties are prized for their delicate and colorful foliage throughout the growing 
season and autumn. With over 1000 varieties, it is the smallish species, with mature heights of 4-30 feet 
that will comfortably fit within the urban garden. Although the trees bloom in the spring, it is the 
palmate leaves with five, seven and nine–toothed finger-like leaves that offer the real appeal. The 
foliage offers striking color throughout the growing season, becoming even more beautiful in the fall. 
Here are some beauties to consider for our area.

BLOODGOOD

Bloodgood is one of the most popular Japanese maple cultivars. It 
achieves a maximum size of 20 feet high. The leaves are reddish-
purple in summer, but tend to turn greener in full sun. In the fall, 
the leaves deepen into crimson red. Grows in full sun to partial 
shade.

Full Moon maple has showy, bright-yellow foliage that gradually 
deepens to yellow-green inn the summer, then turns orange-red in 
the fall. It often grows as a multi-stemmed shrub, but can also be 
trained a a single stemmed tree. It grows 16- 20 feet. Place in full 
sun to partial shade.

Coral bark maple is a full-size cultivar growing to 25 feet in height. 
This beauty has red bark that provides winter interest. The leaves 
ae yellow-green when they emerge, deepening to yellow-gold in 
the fall. It grows to 20-25 feet and needs full sun to partial shade 
for ideal growing conditions.

FULL MOON  

CORAL BARK MAPLE
‘SANGO-KAKU’



VIRIDIS

Viridis has a weeping or cascading form with vivid green, 
finely cut lacey leaves that change to gold and crimson in the 
fall. This dwarf cultivar prefers dappled sun and can be grown 
in a container, reaching 6 to 10 feet tall. Its leaves have deep 
lobes or finger-like projections with serrated edges.

Seiryu means “blue-green dragons’ and is a green lace-leaf 
maple with feathery leaves. Unlike other maples with lacey 
leaves, it grows upright. It is a fast grower ,usually growing to 
10 feet tall, although it can reach 20mfeet. It is prone to leaf 
damage if located in a full sun spot. Its foliage s bright green 
in spring and summer, turning to golden yellow and red in the
fall.

The Osakazuki cultivar features intensely bright orange-red 
leaves in the fall. Each leaf is palmate or hand-like, but 
instead of five fingers, these leaves feature seven lobes with 
teeth-like edges. It has a rounded growth habit and can be 
sited in full sun, resisting leaf scorch better than most 
Japanese maple varieties. However, it is better placed n 
partial sun to take full advantage of its beautiful foliage.

Komo Ito Komachi is a miniature upright tree. However, it 
string-like leaves make it feel like a weeping willow variety. It 
is a short rounded tree growing between 4 to 6 feet. It needs 
moist soil to prevents its leaves from shriveling. It starts as a 
light green tree, turning greener over time, then in the fall, it 
displays yellow and orange foliage. It is easily trained as a 
bonsai.

SEIRYU

OSAKAZUKI

KOTO ITO KOMACHI



AUTUMN MOON

This beauty is an upright tree that stays fairly compact, 
reaching about 12 feet when mature. The foliage is the 
knock-out feature starting yellow and orange in the spring 
before shifting to salmon-red in the summer. In fall, it 
changes to vibrant orange and red. 
The leaves have deeply lobed leaves with seven or n ne 
stubby ‘fingers’.

This cultivar looks similar to the popular Bloodgood, but 
differs in that it only grows to about 15 feet. It is one of the 
hardiest maples, rarely suffering from pests or diseases. 
The foliage is stunning transitioning from deep maroon to 
bight red in the fall.

This cultivar is known as the Golden Jewel of Fall. While it is 
beautiful all summer with its green, yellow, orange ands 
lightly red-tinged leaves, it is the bright pumpkin orange 
color that it displays in the fall that makes this a wonderful 
addition to the garden. This upright tree is medium-sized, 
reaching 15 feet tall and 10feet wide. This cultivar does well 
in the sun.

This cultivar stays petite, only growing to about ten feet tall. 
Its has an upright habit, with deeply pink lobed leaves that 
emerge in the spring before turning bright green in the 
summer. In the fall, the foliage becomes bright red with 
small patches of yellow.

EMPEROR ONE

HOGYOKU

COONARA PYGMY



RHODODENDRONS FOUND IN THE BARTLETT RESEARCH CENTER

ARENESON’S GEM CAMPHILL SUNRISE

FATHER RYAN GOLDEN SHOWERS

SUN HIGH HOUSE OF GOLD

MIKE O’HARA
MAC’S 

ORANGE CRUSH



                                                Tyler Rhododendron Garden poster image key 

Row 1 

1- Bisque (Ahern) 

2- Sun Dust (Anderson) 

3- Angelina Dee (Doppel) 

4- Beatrice Hyde (Murcott) 

5- Austin’s Firecracker (Doppel) 

6- Bob’s Peach (Bondira) 

Row 2 

1- Cosmic Candy (Moser) 

2- Mike O’hara (Minahan) 

3- Yellow Eyes (Fitzburgh) 

4- Willa Jane (Ahern) 

5- White Elegans (Brack) 

6- TT220 (Murcott) 

Row 3 

1- Diane’s Delight (Doppel) 

2- Speckled Honey (MacMullen) 

3- Winsome Winnie (MacMullen) 

4- Tiered Yellow (Minahan) 

5- Sidney V. Burns (Murcott) 

6- Sugaree (Moser) 

Row 4 

1- Great Gatsby (Brack) 

2- Sea Gold (Anderson) 

3- Scintilation x Apritan (Hyatt) 

4- Ruth’s Showstopper (Doppel) 

5- Rhein’s Luna (Rhein) 

6- Purple Elf (Schannen) 

 

 

 

Row 5 

1- Hannah Grace (Ahern) 

2- Madaline Winter (Moser) 

3- Kenny Mac (McDonald) 

4- Lavendar Ice (Schannen) 

5- Love Child (Schannen) 

6- Gilbert Myers (Myers op) 

Row 6 

1- Cynosure (Shapiro) 

2- Garnet Thomas (Ahern) 

3- Dream of Kings (Frederick) 

4- Norm Beaudry (Minahan) 

5- Cause of our Joy (Minahan) 

6- April Rhapsody (Anderson) 

Row 7 

1- Cyclops (Rabideau) 

2- Anita Gehnrich (Waldman) 

3- John C. White (Hyatt) 

4- Catherine Josephine (Kline) 

5- Christian’s Art (Murcott) 

6- Elmer’s Gift (Morris) 

Row 7 

1- Kayla Joy (Ahern) 

2- Lumos (Ahern) 

3- September Song x Fashion Plate (Roberts)  

4- Rhein’s Luna (Rhein) 

 

Thanks goes to 
Mike O'Hara 
for sending 

these samples of the 
test garden at the 

Bartlett Research Center 
in North Carolina



AN ARMCHAIR PEEK AT LOGAN BOTANIC GARDENS IN SCOTLAND
Located on the south-western tip of Scotland, Logan enjoys an almost subtropical climate. The garden’s avenues 
and borders feature a spectacular and colorful array of half-hardy perennials. The garden was established in 
1869 and was gifted to the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh in 1969. The influence of the North ‘Atlantic Drift’ 
and the sheltered aspect of the garden enables plants to be cultivated which would normally not survive in 
Scotland outdoors. Species native to Chile, Vietnam, and New Zealand all thrive within the borders of the garden. 
It contains a sizeable walled garden with a formal fish pond, as well as a conservatory house containing a variety 
of south African plants. It is home to the heritage plant collections of Gunnera, Griselinia and Leptospermum.



The National Botanic Garden of Wales is a botanical garden located in Llanarthney in the River 
Tywi valley, Camarthenshire, Wales. The garden is both a visitor attraction and a center for 
botanical research and conservation. it  features the world’s largest single-span glasshouse, 
measuring 110 metres long by 60 metres wide. It is a registered charity, reliant on funding from 
visitors, friends, grants and gifts. Start-up costs were shared with the UK Millennium Fund. 

The Middleton family built the mansion in 1789. It passed through several families and in 1931, 
the mansion was completely gutted by fire. In 1978, interest was captured by local walkers and 
were keen to revive the splendor of what they could see around them. Under the guidance of the 
Welsh Historic Gardens Trust and the garden was opened to the public on May 24, 2000.

AN ARMCHAIR PEEK AT THE NATIONAL BOTANIC GARDEN IN WALES



The National Botanic Garden in Glasnevin Is situated 5 kilometers north-west of Dublin and was founded in 
1795 by the Dublin Society and is today under the ownership of the Office of Public Works. It is also the 
headquarters of the National Botanic Gardens of Ireland. The gardens participate in national and 
international initiatives for biodiversity conservation and sustainable development. There are several 
notable greenhouses with 20,00 living plants and many millions of dried plant specimens.  The garden 
displays a range of outdoor ‘habitants’ including a rockery, herbaceous border rose garden, bog garden and 
arboretum. It is known for the cemetery which borders the garden.

AN ARMCHAIR PEEK AT THE BOTANICAL GARDEN IN IRELAND



OH CANADA …WE TOO, HAVE A ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDEN
The Canadian Royal Botanical Garden is located in Burlington, Ontario, owning extensive protection areas, 
historic sites and culturally relevant gardens in Hamilton. It is one of the major tourist attractions between 
Niagara Falls and Toronto. The mandate of regional horticulture, education, conservation and scientific resource 
was mandated in 1941 with the intent of human interaction with the natural world. The gardens span an area of 
about 10 kilometers by four kilometers, with two coastal wetlands and glacial-carved landscapes.

The Royal Botanical Garden presents five garden areas to visit. Hendrie Park, the RBG Center which includes the 
Mediterranean Garden, (the RGB’s only conservatory), the Arboretum, Laking Garden and the David Braley and 
Nancy Gordon Rock Garden. Volunteer groups of 500memers supports the efforts to fulfill the RBG mandate.



THIS IS WHAT WE HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR …
SPRING PLANT SALES

VIC RS PLANT SALE
THURSDAY, APRIL 6

NORM TODD PROPAGATING 
CENTER

6:30 –7:30 PM

THE WEBB PLANT SALE
SUNDAY, APRIL 30

9:00 – 1:PM
5008 WEST SAANICH ROAD

VIC RS PLANT SALE
THURSDAY, MAY 4

NORM TODD PROPAGATING 
CENTER

6:30 – 7:30 PM

THE MARQUARDT PLANT SALE 
ALL SATURDAYS IN APRIL

10AM-2PM
4640 CORDOVA BAY ROAD



OUR MARCH SPEAKER

RYAN BARRY
… THE LOVE OF DAHLIAS…

Ryan has been growing dahlias for more than 
ten years and during this time has won 
numerous awards locally and internationally 
for both his blooms and dahlia photography. 
Dahlia flowers are spectacular in the garden, 
and highly prized as they peak in the late 
summer and early fall and make excellent cut-
stems. We are fortunate that our climate is 
one of the best in the world for growing 
dahlias, but some care is needed since this 
plant is not native to our area. Ryan will be 
presenting on all aspects of cultivating 
dahlias including tips, techniques and secrets 
to growing the best flowers. Whether you are 
new to growing dahlias or have lots of 
experience with this plant you will hear many 
insights and see strategies to maximize the 
productivity of this amazing flower.



TIPS FOR BEGINNERS : TAMING THE RHODODENDRON JUNGLE
Adapted from Dr. Mark G. Konrad

ARS Journal … SPRING … 2003

A maturing garden has the vulnerability of becoming overrun by all all kinds of plant vegetation. There are 
a number of reasons for this which include the following:

1. As the plants get larger they grow together, which makes maintenance more difficult.

2. Rhododendrons need various degrees of shade. But different trees are a source of seed with      
subsequent prodigious production of saplings.

3. A mulch is  usually in place, which provides an ideal medium for the seeds.

4. Vines and weeds of the groundcover type find an ideal environment for growth.

If there is a choice, one should be careful in the selection of trees for shade. Maple and wild cherry trees 
can produce a profusion of saplings. Oak trees can reproduce in significant numbers, but these seedlings 
are not difficult to control.

Maintenance is relatively easy with the right tools and a little snipping, clipping and pulling as you go along. 
A long handled lopping shear is helpful to reach the most inaccessible areas. A tree branch trimmer is also 
useful. Pliers can pull out saplings and a scuffle hoe can be used to eradicate smaller seedings growing in 
the mulch. Other useful tools include a small hand-pruning saw, hand clippers and even a weed-whacker 
for certain areas.

Another chore to be considered is lopping off ground-hugging tree limbs and lower rhododendron limbs, 
unless one is ground layering. With judicious pruning, sometimes old specimens can be controlled. 
Unfortunately, sometimes old specimens may have to be replaced with young plants to keep the garden 
vibrant.

The aspects of maintaining a maturing rhododendron garden have been reviewed. If too many years go by 
without control, the entire garden can be lost. We have all heard about and have seen lost kingdoms.
Unless we intervene, we all know that nature will have its way.
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