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Our purpose is to
promote
and educate the public
about the genus
RHODODENDRON

We meet at the iq
Couvelier Center ﬁ”
on the grounds of the
HCP Gardens
505 Quayle Road
Victoria B.C.

Meetings are held on the first
THURSDAY

“May your walls know joy, of each month “
may every room hold SEPTEMBER — MAY &”
laughter, and every window ‘
. open to great possibility” Meetings begin at 7:30 pm.
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... Thoughts on a rainy November morning ...

We are a group of people from all walks of life whose common interest is growing
rhododendrons. Our purpose is to share information, learn from one another and enjoy the
friendship of having a common purpose. We continue to grow together. This note is a
reminder that despite varying social distractions (COVID, smaller gardens, changing
economics, working families, climate change), our society continues to support, maintain
and promote a love of rhododendrons.

Our club activities continue. We have separate propagating meetings. Work continues at the
HCP rhododendron garden every Wednesday, adding to or caring for the rhododendrons.
We have been part of creating a patio garden and providing an example of how to grow
rhododendrons in containers. The Norm Todd Propagating Center is well established,
holding many unnamed crosses from the Jim Barlup collection as well as established
varieties and species. Annual sales continue, with members contributing part of their profits
to the club. The Barlup Garden at Gorge Park continues to grow and new rhododendrons
and a bronze statue in honor of the Barlups have been added. New rhododendrons have
been donated to be placed at the entrance to the pavilion. Members continue to work
cooperatively with the Esquimalt staff. Newer members have stepped up and joined the
board, adding new ideas and conversations. We are a part of the upcoming ARS Convention
2026, providing garden tours, table favors, a gift for the auction and contributing ideas to
make the 2026 ARS Convention as successful as the 2015 Convention. These are some of
the accomplishments of our group over these last few years.

Then there are the garden tours. The hosting of the annual picnic. The donation to the Food
Bank at Christmas time. The open gardens every year to share with others. Bringing cookies
to the meetings. Setting up the coffee and goodies. Getting the room ready for meetings.
Returning the room as we found it. Personally welcoming new members with a gift of a
small rhododendron. Meeting and greeting one another throughout the year. Sharing
laughter, knowledge and empathy with one another.

“NO ACT OF KINDNESS, NO MATTER HOW SMALL, IS EVER WASTED"” AESOP
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10. Members to bring own plates, glasses, cups and cutlery
11. Members to bring items for the raffle

12. Money from raffle will go to the Mustard Seed Food Bank

14. Last names begin with N-Z bring a savory item

. Turkey will be prepared by the Gilmores

. Stuffing will be prepared by the Syroids

13. Last names begin with A-M to bring desserts

VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION POT LUCK DINNER

DECEMBER 4, 6:00 PM

Set up by Board members at 5:00 pm
Doors open at 5:30 pm for guests

Dinner starts at 6:00 pm
Ham will be prepared by the Gordons
Hot punch/cider will be prepared by Brenda Macdonald

Table center will be prepared by Jacgie Bradbury and volunteers

Sharon will be the MC for the evening
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

It’s that time of the year! (I don’t mean
Christmas, although that’s coming up too; see
your potluck assignments in the information in
this newsletter.) No, | mean, plant bulbs, add
mulch to beds, tidy up herbaceous perennials,
etc.

But what do rhododendrons need now?

If autumn has been dry in your, ahem,
microclimate ( there must be at least twenty
on the island) a deep watering is necessary
before you blow out any irrigation lines for
winter. If deep watering is no longer possible,
well a little mulch goes a long way.

If you garden in pots they are probably well
soaked by recent rains. Lose the drip trays if
you have any. Protection from wind is very
easy on a small scale. Move your pots into
some shelter or use stakes and Remay wrap. Large scale rhodo gardens? Well, there’s safety in
numbers. Prune branches blocking paths on a dry day; keeping in mind that any buds that form
by the cut will not survive the winter. If you want buds to grow and flourish, wait until spring to
prune. If you are wishing you had more fall bloom there’s a list of rhodos known for “precocious
fall bloom” at this link:

http://rhodyman.net/Winter.html

| think it’s the same (unlinkable) link | referenced last month, ha ha, but it bears mentioning
again for the list of fall bloomers. The point of that section of the article is actually to avoid fall
bloom as it is mostly due to stress. It figures. Oh well, talk nice to them.



http://rhodyman.net/Winter.html
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Meeting called to order at 7:32pm.

Previous minutes adopted as read. Dan moved and lan seconded

The financial report was tabled

Speakers for January and February were presented.

Marc Colombel for January and Kristian Theqvist for February via ZOOM
March speaker Atsuko Gibson on azaleas

April speaker- to be decided

No formal meeting in May as Show and Sale are on the following weekend
The Christmas dinner was discussed at length

Lloyd and Linda will cook the turkey

Anne Allen will make cranberry sauce

Dan and Fran will make the stuffing

lan will send out notices for the wreath making at the Hort Center Green houses
Last names A through M will contribute desserts

Last names N through Z will bring a savory item

A reminder will be sent out closer to this event

Proceeds from the raffle will be donated to the Mustard Seed

A long discussion ensued about the trophies

Suggestions include having entries to a non judged class and a judged class
Meeting adjourned at 8:24 pm.
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WILDLIFE IN A RHODODENDRON GARDEN

Adapted from theplantnative.com
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Rhododendron gardens provide food and shelter for pollinators like bees and butterflies
and attract ground-feeding birds and nectar-feeding birds like hummingbirds and
waxwings. However, rhododendrons also harbor pests like deer, rabbits, racoons and
coyotes, which can damage the plants, particularly azaleas. Rhododendrons contain toxins
that can poison animals, including some pollinators and are considered a non-native
species in some regions.

BENEFICIAL WILDLIFE

Pollinators: Bees, flies, butterflies and hummingbirds are attracted to the nectar in
rhododendron flowers, acting as pollinators.

Birds: Native rhododendrons can provide food and shelter for birds, and their gardens may
host various species like chickadees, thrushes, especially if the garden is in large natural
area.

Moths: Moths also pollinate rhododendron flowers.

Deer: Deer are a common problem, eating the leaves and the flowers, although some
types of rhododendrons are less appealing than azaleas.

Rabbits: Like deer, rabbits can also damage rhododendron plans by eating their foliage and
flowers.

Rodents: Squirrels and chipmunks might gnaw on buds if other food sources are scarce.

IMPACT OF INVASIVE SPECIES

Rhododendron ponticum is an invasive species that can harm native woodlands by
outcompeting native plants and shrubs

Nectar toxicity is found in some regions where Rhododendron ponticum is growing. These
are dangerous to European honey bees in large doses. However, the bees are often able to
mitigate this by mixing with other nectar sources.




IDEAS FOR ENHANCHING A
RHODODENDRON GARDEN

ADAPTEDFROM HEARTH AND HOMELY

Foundation plantings for exterior charm  Harmonize with complementary flora




HOW TO CREATE A COMPOST WITHOUT A COMPOST PILE

Adapted from Horticulture

SHEET COMPOSTING

Compost is the not-so-secret ingredient for a successful garden. However, not every gardener
has the space for a classic compost bin or wants to take on the maintenance one requires.
Sheet composting is a no-fuss method of handling large amounts of lawn and garden clippings
and kitchen waste. With this method, the materials decompose in place.

The first layer uses 4 to 6 sheets of newspaper stacked atop each other, or a sheet of
carboard. Water this layer down. On top of this, add 2 to 4 inches of green matter, such as
grass clippings, kitchen scraps, garden trimmings or well-aged manure. The third layer
contains “brown” materials, including leaves, straw, wood ashes or more newspaper.
Continue applying these layers until the pile stands anywhere between 3 to 3 feet tall.

TRENCH COMPOSTING

The most efficient way to compost is to dedicate an area to this method. Dig a trench 8 to
10inches wide and about 12 inches deep. Leave the excavated soil along side the trench
and use it to cover your waste.
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CHRISTMAS QUOTES TO LIVE BY

“It is Christmas in the heart that puts Christmas in the air.”
W.T. Ellis

“Christmas is not as much about opening presents as opening our

hearts.”
Janice Maeditere

“What is Christmas? It is tenderness for the past, courage for the

present, hope for the future.”
Agnes M. Pharo

“It is not how much we give but how much love we put into
living”.
Mother Theresa

“For it is in giving that we receive.”
St. Francis of Assisi

“At Christmas, all roads lead to home”.
Marjorie Holmes

“I will honor in my heart and try to keep it all the year.”
Charles Dickens

“Christmas is doing a little something extra for someone.” .
Charles Schulz 4

Dale Evans
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RHODODENDRON HISTORY 101

ADAPTED FROM JARSv44n4
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The first record of a rhododendron in cultivation in Britain is of R. hirsutum from the central and
eastern Alps cultivated by John Tradescant in Britain in 1650.

The allied Alpenrose, R. ferrugineum from the eastern Alps and Pyrenees was in cultivation in
Britain in 1740. Both of these are slow growing evergreen shrubs of three feet or so.

The rampant R. ponticum, primarily from the Pontus Mountains and the Black Sea region, is also a
native of Portugal and southern Spain.

From Siberia came R. dauricum in 1780

R. luteum was introduced from the Caucasus in 1792 and R. caucasicum in 1803.

R. lutuem
. .‘{T. - u
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WHAT DO HONEY BEES DO IN WINTER?

In winter, honey bees stay alive by forming a tight cluster inside the hive to stay warm, with the
gueen at the center They don’t hibernate, instead, they shiver their flight muscles to generate
heat, which consumes their stored honey. The colony also expels male drones, as they are not
needed for the winter and only consume resources.

In order to eat the stored honey, the entire cluster slowly moves together through the hive to
access the stored honey. On warmer days the bees will leave the hive for a short “cleansing
flight” to defecate, as they have been holding it for long periods to keep the hive clean.

SYMBOLISM

* Hargd work




A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR INSECTS AND WILDLIFE

CREATING A BUSH PILE HABITANT
ADAPTED FROM HALSTON MASTER GARDENERS

WHY?
. A year-long shelter for insects
. Protects birds from predators

HOW?
. Start with a base of larger branches or stones

WHAT TO USE?
. Woody twigs, prunings and branches
. Rocks and concrete blocks are good for starting a shelter or a base

WHERE?
. Discretely locate at the back of the garden
. Behind or around shrubs or perennials

AVOID?

. Shredded materials and green waste
. Pressure treated/ toxic materials

. Located near buildings

. Food waste




CHRISTMAS WHERE RHODODENDRONS GROW

Japan celebrates Christmas with a commercial, romantic and
secular focus, blending Western traditions with unique
customs like eating KFC and strawberry shortcake. It is
considered a holiday for couples rather than families.
Romantic dates and gift exchanges occur in elaborate winter
illuminations and markets

Christmas has been steadily gaining in popularity in China
mainland, though it is regarded as “Valentine’s Day” by many
of the young people. Promotional activities are held in shops
and restaurants off Christmas dinners on Christmas

Eve. Sending apples to friends that evening is one of the
traditions.

Though the majority of Indians are Hindu, millions still celebrate
Christmas. It is called Bada Din (big day). A special tradition is
attending Midnight Mass with family in churches decorated with
poinsettia flowers and candles. Afterward there is a feast of
different delicacies including biryanis (rice and meat) and gifts
are exchanged.

Although Nepal is predominately Hindu, there is a significant
Christian population, thus the celebrations are a unique blend of
Western and local customs. One popular tradition is lighting
diyos (oil lamps) and candles which are placed outside homes
and shops. Churches are decorated with lights and Christmas
decorations. In Katmandu, the market overflows with unique and
special gifts.




MAKING A CREVICE GARDEN THAT IS “EASY PEASY?

Crevice gardens come in all shapes and sizes. Here are some simple samples that can add
interest to your existing garden.
Christmas gift idea?




Nancy Evans x Pirouette
Flower broadly funnel-shaped with wavy edges
Ball-shaped truss with wavy edges
Mid to late season
3 feet in 10 years
Hardy to -18C,




THE RHODOGARDEN IN FINLAND

Rhodogarden is a private arboretum located on anisland in the Turku Archipelago. The garden is
cultivated by Kristian Theqvist and is noted for its collection of cold-hardy rhododendrons and
azaleas, including varieties developed at the University of Finland. The garden is set in a natural
landscape with valleys and high rocks, with many plants positioned on the rock slopes. We will
further explore this site at our February meeting

Created by Kristian Theqyist
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The oldest part of the garden contains Azaleas bloom beautifully along the azalea
about 100 rhododendrons and azaleas - trail |




St. Nicholas heard about a man . _— The Coca Cola Santa was
who did not have enough i en 15 drawn in 1931 and has

money to marry off his « become a classic

daughter. He tossed some
money down the chimney and
it landed in the stocking of his
daughter

The original Santa Claus was
a Bishop in the 4" C who
gave his inheritance to the

poor

Silent Night is the most
recorded Xmas Song in history
with 733 different versions

This classic song was broadcast

during NASA”s Gemini 6A flight
The creator of Rudolph also on December 16. 1965

considered Rollo and Reginald




FOR THE “RHODODENDRA EXPERTUS”

MATCH THE LATIN TO THE CORRECT RHODODENDRON

. sinogrande

luteum
orbiculare

campylogynum

R. ferrugineum

R.

R.

campanulatum
arboreum
rigidum
barbatum

recurvoides

. pachysanthum

thick flowered
inflexible
bell-shaped

resembling a tree

bearded

curved back

Chinese great

yellow

circular

rust colored

bent ovary
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The unusual beauty of the colorful bracts of the poinsettia are a Christmas tradition in many homes.
The plant is poisonous and is used mostly as an ornamental feature.

It is a member of the Euphorbia family.
There are around 2000 different species in this group.
Introduced to the US from Mexico in early 1800’s by Joel Poinsett, 15t US ambassador to Mexico.

Drought tolerant
Pluck off yellow leaves
Give as much light as possible
Let get somewhat dry before watering

After Xmas, keep by watering as usual
In springtime, slow down watering
When stems start to shrivel, cut the whole plant back
Store in a cool place

In mid-summer, submerge in a bucket of water
Wash off old soil
Repot using fresh soil
Put on a shady porch and add a bit of fertilizer
In October, store in a dark closet at 5pm (or cover with a black plastic bag)

- . At 8am., bring it into the light.
e (Or like me, buy a new one each year)
i wm i e ™ s
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SUCCULENTS FOR YOUR GARDEN

ADAPTED FROM GARDENING KNOW HOW

We tend to think of succulent plants as plants for arid, desert climates, but there are a
number of succulents that will tolerate our chilly winters. Our temperatures can drop as low
a -5 degrees and the plants will survive. However, it is important that they must be planted
in sheltered areas because of our rainy weather.

Stop watering and fertilizing in autumn. Do not remove snow as it provides insulation for
the roots when temperatures drop. Otherwise, they need no further protection. Well
drained soil is absolutely critical as is plenty of sunshine. Hardy succulents can tolerate cold
temperatures, but will not live in soggy soil.

ks s Purple Emperot . _

L




FLOWER WORD SEARCH FOR THOSE WHO HAVE TIME ON THEIR HANDS
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Aster. Begonia. Bluebell. Clover. Cosmo. Crocus.

Dahlia. Foxglove. Heather. Lavender. Magnolia..

Mimosa. Narcissus. Poppy. Rhododendron. Rose.

Sunflower. Tulip. Wallflower.




INGREDIENTS

Tetley Chai Tea (4 BAGS)
1/4 cup water
1tsp. kosher salt
1 cup granulated sugar
3 cups mixed nuts
(almond, pecans, cashews, hazel nuts)

DIRECTIONS

Open tea bags and remove leaves
Heat sugar and water in a 12”skillet
Cook, stirring and swirling pan for 3-5 minutes until boiling
Add nuts, tea and salt
Cook, stirring occasionally for 5-7 minutes
Spoon onto baking sheet with parchment. Cool.




DO IT YOURSELF DRIED STOVETOP POTPOURRI

. Apples or pre-dried slices
. Oranges or pre-dried slices

. Cinnamon sticks

. Whole cloves
. Whole star anise
. Mason Jar
. Twine
. Small ornament or charm for decoration

Slice fruit into % “ slices
Place on foil and put on a rack in oven at 200 degrees
Check every % hour
Assemble fruits and other ingredients
Add dried rosemary, dried cranberries, bay leaves
Pour in saucepan and simmer
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A VISIT DOWN SOUTH...REALLY DOWN SOUTH
THE CAMPBELL RHODODENDRON GARDENS IN NEW SOUTH WALES

The Campbell Rhododendron Garden was created in 1970 on 45 acres of Australian bushland. It is
underplanted with exotic species such as rhododendrons, azaleas, camellias, kalmias, pieris and
forsythia. As well, the garden contains many cold climate deciduous trees including maples,
flowering cherries and a wisteria walk. There are well over 2000 rhododendrons planted. These are
planted at 1065 meters above sea level in a somewhat cooler climate than other plantings.
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UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL
IN THE CAMPBELL RHODODENDRON GARDEN
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LILIAN PESTE PUTTING ON A SHOW IN NOVEMBER

L ’ « _'THANK YOU CALVIN
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BOARD MEMBERS AND CONTACTS

PRESIDENT...SHARON JOSEPH...250-383- 1856
VICE-PRESIDENT...KEN WEBB...250 477-1785
TREASURER...BILL GORDON...250-479-0210
SECRETARY...LOIS BLACKMORE...250-818-9307
PAST PRESIDENT...LLOYD GILMORE...200-642-2256

MAL...
MAL...
MAL...
MAL...
MAL...
MAL...
MAL...
LIBRARIAN...ELLEN WELLBORN...250-479-1898

BARLUP GARDEN...CALVIN PARSONS...250-590-0489

o ad

INA DUNCAN...250-479-0820

BRENDA MACDONALD...778-528-3647
DAN SYROID...250-488-9210

MICHAEL TRIPP...250-208-8329
BURNS MORRISON...250-477-8281
JOHN VERWOLF...250-896-6952
STEPHEN BRICE...250-658-1850
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