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RHODODENDRON 

SOCIETY

Our purpose is to 
promote 

and educate the public
about the genus 

RHODODENDRON

We meet at the Couvelier 
Center

On the grounds of 
The HP Gardens
505 Quayle Road

Victoria BC.

Meetings are held on the first
THURSDAY of each month

September ς May

Meetings begin at 7:30 pm.
Annual membership $50



OUR NOVEMBER SPEAKER
OUR VERY OWN JOHN VERWOLF
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I have been a member of the Victoria 
Rhododendron Society for the last 3 
years or so. One of the many facets 

ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙƻōōȅ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ LΩǾŜ 
spent most time studying is 
techniques of propagation and 
cultivation. My hope is to help 
preserve and share the species and 
cultivars we have in this world for us 
to enjoy. My talk will be a review of 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘΣ 
including those from: members of 
this club, prior ARS journal entries 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƴƻǾŜƭ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ LΩǾŜ 
discovered along the way.



October is going out like a wet lion  and November will likely be worse. I know 
we need rain but my pots feel soooo heavy. The recent and excellent talk on 
άIŜŀƭǘƘȅ {ƻƛƭέ ōȅ ¢ŀƳŀǊŀ 5ƛƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇ-ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ άǊƘƻŘƻέ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
by John Verwolf are making me question my mix. I recently came across the 
following article on the Rhododendron Species Foundation website: 

https://rhodygarden.org/rhododendron -species-gardens-secret-crafting-the-
ultimate-potting media/ 

The article is by RSBG Nursery Manager & assistant curator, Atsuko Gibson, who 
will be speaking here in the spring. The simple mix they are using is 30% small 
lava rock and 70% fine bark. Lava rock is not cheap and will require more 
moisture monitoring but may well be the way to go for balcony
gardeners like myself. Two other good mixes are mentioned in the article and 
our own club displayed a wonderful recipe at one of our HCP Truss Shows. It was 
dark and fluffy and used perlite, rather than lava rock.

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƛǇŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΤ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ άƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜέ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ
common denominator seems to be feed and water? How often do I want to 
repot? What potting media is readily available that I can afford and handle 
easily?

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ƭƛƪŜ άCƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ 
ȅƻǳέΦ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ƭƛƪŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 
paths and you have to find your own.
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WHY DO WE GROW RHODODENDRONS?
Ideas from Deniseger, J. ARS Vol.33, no.3 November 2024

There are many reasons why we grow rhododendrons. The word ά5L±9w{L¢¸έ springs to mind, 
as, when planted in our gardens, they bring beauty to the garden all year round. What makes 
rhododendrons so versatile?

FOLIAGE
The range of leaf shape, size, texture and color.

Rhododendrons can have leaves up to 3 feet long. (R. sinogrande). Some have indumentum 
which gives them a velvety under-leaf color and texture. Colours range from orange, coppery 
bronze to burgundy red. The tomentum colors range from white to a coppery bronze.

SIZE
Rhododendrons range in size from tree-like giants to mounding bushes to small alpines. 

R. Wren                                                              R. arboreum                                             R. impeditum
                                                    

tomentum



SCENT
Some of the species rhododendron and hybrids add scent to their appeal.

R. burmanicumR. fortunei R. Heavenly Scent

BLOOM TIME
Although rhododendrons are known a spring bloomers, with a little planning we can have
some rhododendrons in bloom throughout many parts of the year.

R. moupinense  early R. dauricum early R. strigillosum early

R. Polar Bear late R. auriculatum  late R. Independence Day late



INDIVIDUALITY OF THE PLANT

It is not just the leaves, bloom time, or size of plant, but rhododendrons have created beauty in the 
smallest of details.

New growth on R. macabeanum Color and texture when not in bloom Fall color R. vaseyi

Buds emerging on R. yakushimanum Tomentum and indumentum 
emerging together

Like an exotic flower, the bud of R. basilicum ready to burst into glory 



FLOWERS AND TRUSSES

What can one say about the flowers and trusses of the rhododendron plant. Words to 
describe trusses and flowers are innumerable.  They can be both large and small, some with 
calyxes that are large or small, evergreen or deciduous, scented or not scented, usually with 
ten stamens, late or early blooming and on we can go. Here is a diversity of rhododendrons 
we can grow in the Victoria area.

Wind Song R. spinuliforum R. augustinni

R. cinnkeys Jim BarlupArctic Dreams

Elegant Touch
Copper CanyonWǳŘȅΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ



RHODODENDRON NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

NEW SPECIES 

Lƴ нлнмΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǊƘƻŘƻŘŜƴŘǊƻƴ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ DǳŀƴƎȄƛ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƛƴ нлнрΦ Lǘ 
was officially named Rhododendron yuanbaoshanense. It has a height of 1 to 2 meters,  
features a broadly ovate ς auriculate base and pink to pale purplish-purple, funnelform 
ςcampanulate to campanulate corollas, which distinguishes it from other species.

PIGMENTS
Preliminary research suggest that the pigment in rhododendron leaves may play a role 
in their ability to tolerate different climates, with further research ongoing.

BLOOM TIMES

Rhododendron (Buransh), the state flower of Uttarakind, has been recorded blooming 
both early and later in its growth season.  Environmentalists attribute this phenomenon 
to climate change, a huge impending crisis in the biological balance in that area. There 
is fear that this local species may face extinction.

HABITAT LOSS AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Approximately 30-пл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǊƘƻŘƻŘŜƴŘǊƻƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
dependent, according to the international Union  for Conservation of Nature data.
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RHODODENDRON OF THE MONTH

QUIET ELEGANCE

Hybridized by: Jim Barlup 2003
{ŜŜŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΥ Ψ{ǳƴ .ƭǳǎƘΩ
tƻƭƭŜƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΥ Ψ¢ƛŀΩ

Height in 10 years: 4 feet
Flower shape: broadly funnel-shaped

Leaves: elliptical
Seedling: 7A

Registered: 2012



WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO TRY SAVING ONE RHODODENDRON 
I¸.wL5L½9wΩ{ .h5¸ hC ²hwY Lb ! t¦.[L/ t!wYΚ

{ŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƘƻŘƻŘŜƴŘǊƻƴ ƘȅōǊƛŘƛȊŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇŀǊƪ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǊŀǊŜ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
generations in a unique and special way. Because of lack of foresight, many rhododendrons 
have disappeared over the years, never to be seen again. Having them in a public park 

provides continuity and special educational opportunities for visitors and students.  It creates 
a beautiful and culturally significant amenity and provides the community with a special, 
unique and valuable horticultural presence. Public parks have constant care and ensure 
Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜǎΦ ! ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƘȅōǊƛŘƛȊŜǊΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 
find.

CONSERVATION AND GENETICS

Preservation of rare and unique cultivars:

A public park is an ideal location  to conserve rhododendron hybrids that may be rare or 
difficult to propagate commercially, ensuring their survival and continuation

Genetic diversity:
.ȅ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƘȅōǊƛŘƛȊŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ 
into the rhododendron gene pool are maintained, which is important for ongoing 
breeding and adaptation

Conservation:
The park can serve as a living gene bank for these specific rhododendron lines, 
protecting them from environmental pressures like disease, drought, and severe storms 
that threaten plants in less controlled environments
                                                         EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

Public education:
A rhododendron collection within a park allows the public to learn about plant 
hybridization, rhododendron diversity and the value of special cultivars

Networking and collaboration:
Such a project often involves collaboration  between horticultural societies, public 
gardens and educational institutions, strengthening relationships and building a wider 
community support for rhododendron conservation

Cultural heritage: Preserving the work of a specific hybridizer acknowledges their 
contribution to horticulture and created a living memorial that celebrate their efforts 
and the beauty they brought to the world



VARIETY RATINGS
ADAPTED FROM THE ARS RHODODENDRON INFORMATION 1956

Variety is the basis of all horticulture and nowhere more so than with rhododendrons. We 
Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀ ǊƘƻŘƻŘŜƴŘǊƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀ άWŜŀƴ aŀǊƛŜ ŘŜ aƻƴǘŀƎǳŜέ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜŘ 
variety because we want something for a particular use, climate or location, or season of 
blooming or other characteristics.

The ARS embarked on a project of developing variety ratings early in its existence and was 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфрлΦ Lƴ мфрсΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ мфсмΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ άwƘƻŘƻŘŜƴŘǊƻƴǎ 
CƻǊ ¸ƻǳǊ DŀǊŘŜƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ мфсм ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ōƭƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ 
plant characteristics.

The current quality ratings are: 5-superior, 4-above average, 3- average, 2-below average 
and 1-poor. The ratings were expressed as numbers with the blossom rated first and the 
plant rated second. A variety rated at 4/2 would indicate an above average bloom and a 
below average plant.

The hardiness ratings are based on temperature, and given in degrees, the minimum 
temperature which the plant will normally withstand.  These are given in five degree steps.

The sizes of plants are categorized as: Dwarf-under 1 1/2 foot at maturity; Semi-dwarf-
under 3 feet at maturity; Low- under 4 1/2 feet at maturity; Medium-under 6 feet at 
maturity; tall over 6 feet at maturity.

The bloom rating is based on size, color, purity of color, lasting quality of the blossom, 
whether it faded, the character of the truss and the length of time required to start 
blooming.





The cold season is upon us and we may be noticing differences in the leaves, stems, buds and 
flowers of some rhododendrons. Damaged leaves will be distorted, curled and may only grow on 
one side of the main vein. Part or all of a winter-damaged leaf will be brown-colored. One can 
remove such leaves.

RHODODENDRON WINTER DAMAGE AND PREVENTION
ADAPTED FROM ARS BLOG

Some rhododendrons protect themselves from winter dehydration by drooping and curling 
their leaves as temperatures decrease. Leaf movement occurs rapidly and is reversible as 
temperatures  warm.



Frost can also cause bark of affected stem to split horizontally. This usually happens 
when the plant is not fully dormant. Often these symptoms are overlooked and damage 
noticed at a later date. Wrap the branch with non-sticky wrap and check monthly.

Bark peeling off Wine and Roses Bark split Wrapped for protection

Branches can appear to be dead. Wait until spring, then scratch the bark, if green 
underneath the branch is still alive.

Cold weather can kill flower buds. Dead buds are brown-colored and easily break off.

It is important to mulch your plants as they are very shallow rooted. Mulch provides
 protection from slow evaporation, helping plants stay hydrated.



WINTERIZING RHODODENDRONS

To winterize a rhododendron, apply 2-пέ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƳǳƭŎƘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǘǎ ōŀǎŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
then water it thoroughly in late fall. For added protection against harsh winds or sun, 
especially for newly planted or less hardy varieties, construct a windbreak using burlap or 
evergreen boughs to shield the plant before the first freeze, removing it after the last frost.

PREPARE THE PLANT

1. Mulch the base. This insulates the soil and protects the shallow root system from 
harsh conditions.

2. Water thoroughly to ensure the roots are well-hydrated before the ground freezes.

PROVIDE WIND AND SUN PROTECTION

1. Build a windbreak, especially for valuable or less hardy varieties.
2.Use burlap to wrap the entire plant or sections of the plant to shield it from sun and wind.
3. Remove protection gradually after all frost is out of the ground.

FOR POTTED RHODODENDRONS

1. One way is to sink the entire pots into the ground as this provides natural insulation.
2. Or move the pot to a more sheltered area near a building or garage and insulate it with straw.
3. Water when thawed, but check occasionally throughout the winter.
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10-12 MEDIUM APPLES, USE A MIX OF APPLES (NO NEED TO PEEL OR CORE)
2 LARGE ORANGES

4-5 CINNAMON STICKS
1 TABLESPOON OF WHOLE CLOVES (1 TEASPOON GROUND CLOVES)

1 GALLON FILTERED WATER
½ CUP OF PURE MAPLE SYRUP

1 TSP. VANILLA
APPLE SLICES OR CINNAMON STICKS FOR SERVING
2 TEASPOONS OF BOURBON OR RUM (OPTIONAL) 

IN A LARGE POT PLACE THE APPLES
QUARTER THE ORANGES (REMOVE PEELS ON ONE ORANGE) 

ADD THE SPICES 
COVER WITH WATER

BRING TO A RAPID SIMMER FOR 2 HOURS
REMOVE ORANGE SECTION WITH PEELS STILL ON

USE A POTATO MASHER TO MASH THE FRUIT AND RELEASE MORE FLAVOUR
CONTINUE SIMMERING UNCOVERD FOR 1 HOUR

STRAIN CIDER THROUGH A FINE MESH STRAINER OR CHEESECLOTH
ADD MAPLE SYRUP AND VANILLA

TASTE AND ADJUST SWEETNESS AS DESIRED



SPICED CARROT BISCUITS

3 ½  c. flour                                                              . Preheat oven to 425 degrees                    
½ c. brown sugar
1 Tbsp +2 tsp. baking powder                               . Lightly grease baking sheet
1 tsp. pumpkin pie spice                                        . Combine flour, brown sugar, baking powder,
½ tsp. salt                                                                    pumpkin pie spice, and salt
1 c. butter                                                                  . Cut in butter with fork or pastry tool until 
1 ½  cups pureed cooked carrots                             crumbly
2/3 c. +1tbsp. buttermilk, divided                           . Add carrots and 2/3 c. buttermilk until just
1/3 c. golden raisins                                                  combined
                                                                                    . Turn dough on a floured surface and
                                                                                      sprinkle with raisins
                                                                                    . Knead 10 times
                                                                                    Φ wƻƭƭ ǘƻ мέ ǘƘƛŎƪƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ н ς 2 ѹέ 
                                                                                     round cutter
                                                                                     . Bake 20 min. and brush with buttermilk 
                                                                                                                             

INGREDIENTS                                                                            INSTRUCTIONS

SALTED BUTTER SAUCE

 ½  c. butter, softened
 ¼ c. thick caramel sauce
 pinch salt
 Beat together until well combined
 Serve biscuits with caramel butter on the side



PREVIEW OF COMING ATTRACTIONS
ADAPTED FROM THE RHODODENDRON CHAT GROUP

COMPILED BT DON HYATT
(Thanks to members of this group for allowing me to share their pictures)

The [Rhodo] Internet chat group was started in 1998 and currently has 346 members from 
around the world who are dedicated to sharing information about rhododendrons. To date, 
they have discussed over 19,000 topics and shared thousands of images in this interactive 

format. The majority of email discussions in recent years have related to new hybrids being 
developed, the effectiveness of various parents that have been introduced, innovative cultural 
practices, and more. Thanks goes to the members of this group for allowing me to share their 
work. If you wish to become part of the group, go to www.groups.io/g/Rhodo

BREEDING FOR YELLOW RHODODENDRONS

²ŜǊƴŜǊ .ǊŀŎƪΩǎ ΨDƻǘƘŀƳ wƘŜƛƴƎƻƭŘέ
Photo by John Weagle

Ψ.ŀȅǇƻǊǘ Іун-мΩ
Photo by John Weagle

http://www.groups/


ΨYǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜΩ
Photo by Kristian Thequist

/ƘǊƛǎ ¢ǊŀǳǘƳŀƴΩǎ όΨ!ƳōŜǊ DƻƭŘΩ Ȅ Ψ[ƛǉǳƛŘ {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜύΩ
Photo by Chris Trautman

5ƛŎƪ aǳǊŎƻǘǘΩǎ ¢¢нпл
Photo by Dick Murcott



/ƘǊƛǎ ¢ǊŀǳǘƳŀƴΩǎ Ψ.ƛƎ {ƪȅ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΩ
Photo by Chris Trautman 

5ƻƴ /ǊŀƛƎΩǎ ΨbƻǾŀ {ǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΩ
Photo by John Weagle

Ψ.ƻō CǳǊƳŀƴΩǎ .ƛƎ ¸ŜƭƭƻǿΩ
Photo by Don Hyatt



DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ƻƻŘŀǊŘΩǎ όhŦŦǎƘƻƻǘ Ȅ [ƻŦǘƘƻǳǎŜ [ŜƎŀŎȅύ
Photo by George Woodard

WƻŜ aƛƴƛƘŀƴΩǎ ΨIƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ DƻƭŘΩ
Photo by Don Hyatt

WŀŎƪ [ƻƻȅŜΩǎ ό/ŀǎŀƴƻǾŀ Ȅ {ǘƻƪŜǎ 
Bronze Wings x September Song)
Photo by Jack Looye



In past years, our society held competitive flower 
shows, awarding trophies that were judged by 
rhododendron experts as to which rhododendron best 
displayed the characteristics of a particular class. The 
question is: do we wish to return to a competitive 
flower show? This question will be discussed at our 
next meeting.



VOLUNTEER EFFORTS AT THE HCP IN OCTOBER

Merci

Gracias

Thank you




