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KRISTIAN THEQVIST…OUR FEBRUARY SPEAKER

Kristian is a prominent Finnish horticulturist and rhododendron and azalea propagator who 
specializes in developing cold-hardy varieties, as well as flower color. He specifically is searching 

for dark violets, reds and yellows.

Kristian owns and manages Rhodogarden, a private arboretum and garden located on the island 
of Korpo in the Turku Archipelago, southern Finland.

Our February meeting is a live ZOOM with KristianTheqvist from Finland. Join us at the HCP to 
view on the big screen or use the link below to join from home.

Kristian’s Sunshine                     Loisto                          Kristian’s Pink

Topic: VicRhodo February 05 meeting
Join ZOOM meeting

Https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8154144796?pwd=
7tVxOgbCI69MQPL8NSmBSdeMrwGSyv.1

Meeting ID: 810 5414 4796
Passcode: 318028

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8154144796?pwd=


Hello VicRS members,

As I was slipping across the pavement on my way to work the other day, I 
thought about how nice it would be if all the sidewalks were chip trails…nice 

for me anyway. Not for bicycles or strollers etc. When I lived in Nova Scotia, I 
could at least see the ice in front of me. The ice in this balmy city is sneaky; 
black ice, sometimes grey ice, almost invisible ice.  At least in your gardens you 

can probably wander about without too much fear.  There’s plenty of assessing 
to do as Spring is a mere two months away. How much deadfall to remove, 
how much mulch to spread, are the secateurs sharp? Are the early buds 

getting blasted? My Sarcococca is blooming nicely and has a light honey-ish 
scent and deep green leaves without notches or holes. If you are looking for a 
companion plant for your rhodies, it’s a good one. And the pots of ephemerals 

are showing colour outside the grocery stores, which makes me want to go 
hunting for more rarified species of primulas at the nurseries. Gardens may 
keep but gardeners get very little time off. But since it is therapeutic, that’s a 

good thing.



A UVIC THANK YOU
VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY PIONEER SCHOLARSHIP
2025 RECIPIENT

SOLENE BOLSCLAIR – JOLY, SCIENCE, FOURTH YEAR
HOMETOWN, SURREY

I am honored and very grateful to be the recipient of your award. Plant science has 
been an interest of mine throughout my academic career and to receive support that 
will help me continue the pursuit of a career in scientific research means a lot to me.

At the outset of my time at UVic my interest has tended towards the study of 
botany, which I attribute to involvement in sustainably-managed agriculture and 
interest in questions of food security (though perhaps the three years I lived directly 
adjacent to a woodland rhododendron garden as a child was also an influence?) 
Particularly, I have become interested in the study of plants at the molecular level, 
and an independent study project late in my degree piqued my curiosity with 
regards to the bryophytes and ferns. Narrowing my sights to these particular 
subjects among the infinite number of niches open to study within the field would 
not have been possible without the exposure to research-in-practice I received 
through my time at UVic. A highlight of my university experience has been outside 
the classroom, working as a co-op student in the field and laboratory, particularly on 
the mountain pine beetle, which is a significant BC forest pest, and with agricultural 
pests found on plants like strawberry and blackberry in the lower mainland. I have 
much appreciated the chance to meet people who are passionate for their particular 
sub-disciplines and to see how intentional collaborations and casual conversations 
open possibilities for addressing research questions.  It was these many 
opportunities open to me at UVic that cemented my goal to seek a graduate degree.

Thank you. Please accept my deepest gratitude for your generosity.

Sincerely, Solene Boisclair - Joly



THE HISTORY OF THE VICTORIA 

RHODODENDRON SOCIETY

AI

The Victoria Rhododendron Society began in 1979, uniting local enthusiasts to share 
knowledge, grow and promote rhododendrons, hosting events like flower shows, plant sales 
and garden tours. Its formation grew from a strong local interest in the genus rhododendron.

KEY MILESTONES AND CONTEXT:

Early Roots: (pre-1979): Rhododendron growing in the region was already established, with 
significant collections at the Buchanan Simpson estate (Lake Cowichan) and the Greigs’ place 
in Royston, paving way for organized groups.

Formation: (1979): The society was formally established as a non-profit chapter of the 
American Rhododendron Society, centered around shared passion and education.

Major Events: The Society hosted the significant ARS convention in 1989, a record-setting 
event, and also in 2005 and 2015, drawing international speakers and members from around 
the world.

Community Focus: There are organized monthly meetings( Sept-June), plant propagation 
sessions, garden tours, and plant sales, fostering a strong local community

Regional Importance: Victoria, along with the Cowichan Valley and mid-Vancouver Island, 
forms a key part of British Columbia’s temperate rhododendron-growing region, distinct from 
the much colder parts of British Columbia.

CURRENT EVENTS

In 2019, in cooperation with the Township of Esquimalt, the Victoria Rhododendron Society 
established the The Jim Barlup Legacy Garden. The Society was gifted over 150 registered Barlup 
hybrids, as well as many unnamed rhododendrons upon his retirement. The garden continues to 
grow every year as new plants become available.

In cooperation with the Horticultural Center of the Pacific, the society has established the Norm 
Todd Propagation Center, where society members establish new rhododendrons for sale donated 
by members who take cuttings from their own gardens. Many of the plants are collector 
rhododendrons and are not available in the commercial market. 



SERENITY, STRUCTURE AND STYLE

BRINGING BALANCE AND SERENITY 

TO YOUR GARDEN

 JAPANESE STYLE

Adapted from  Janet Loughrey 

Garden Design

The lasting appeal of Japanese-style gardens comes from the timeless design principles of 
balance, simplicity and harmony. Whether in a courtyard, forest or on a winding stroll 
garden, these ideas bring a touch of Japanese serenity to your space.

Calm and quiet contemplation are the inspirational ideas achieved based on the 
philosophical tenets of ancient Japanese culture. The idea is basically to take cues from 
the natural world while incorporating a human sense of order and discipline. Elements of 
stone, water, plants and manmade structures are combined to create a beautiful space 
for peaceful meditation. Using rhododendrons as a main planting, these ideas can bring a 
sense of tranquility to your established garden.

Incorporate rhododendrons into naturalistic elements like rocks, stone, gravel, water and 
statuary. Look for form and structure in a minimalist style. Rocks can anchor the 
landscape reminiscent of islands, mountains or hills. Stones can be used for pathways 
and structure. Flat areas of gravel or sand symbolize water. 

Adding a water feature symbolizes life, renewal, purity and cleansing. Ponds, streams, 
waterfalls, fountains or stone basins can add that particular element, depending on 
garden size and locality.

The manmade elements of bridges, pathways and stairs can connect and mark the 
transition between different areas. Pathways represent the journey of life and stairs can 
symbolize the transition between the physical and spiritual worlds.

Lanterns and statuary hold deep spiritual and physiological symbolism and are 
considered guardians of the garden. Lanterns are considered guiding lights, representing 
brightness, spiritual enlightenment and protection from evil.



Rocks anchoring the landscape

Pathways connecting different areas

Lanterns guarding the garden

Water symbolizing life

Stairs symbolizing physical and spiritual world GARDEN



MARC COLOMBEL

OUR FIRST GUEST SPEAKER OF 2026

LAYERING

SOWING

AERIAL 
LAYERING

tissue culture

CUTTINGS GRAFTING

THANK YOU, NADINE FOR THE PHOTOS



RHODODENDRONS OF THE YEAR 2025

Night Music

Northwest USA and Canada

Elipidote Rhododendron: ‘Night Music’

Flower inside moderate purplish red 
center blending to dark red at edges, 
dark red flare on upper dorsal lobe, 
outside base moderate purplish red 
blending to dark red at edges, with 
dark red mid ribs, broadly funnel-
shaped, wavy lobes, 31/3 “ across. Ball-
shaped truss holds 18 flowers. Blooms 
mid season. Leaves elliptic, broadly 
acute apex, rounded base, 41/3 “ long, 
flat margins, semi-glossy moderate 
olive-green leaves, retained two years. 
Typical height, 3 feet in ten years Hardy 
to -18F.
Hybridized by Jim Barlup

Lepidote Rhododendron : R. impeditum

Flower violet or purple to rose-lavender, 
rarely white, broadly funnel shaped, 
about 1’ across. Truss has up to 4 
flowers. Blooms early midseason. Leaves 
elliptic to ovate to oblong, up to5/8” 
long, matte mid-green. Dense, mounding 
dwarf shrub. Grows to a typical height of 
1 ft. in 10 years. Cold hardy to – 26 C. 
Native to China in Northern Yunnan and 
South-Western Sichuan. . R .impeditum



WHY GARDENING MAKES US FEEL BETTER

ADAPTED FROM THE RHS WEBSITE

Gardens can be great for the environment and for wildlife – and they 
are good for people too, according to an increasing body of research. 
There are few activities that can achieve what horticulture and 
gardening can. The act of gardening helps us keep fit and connect with 
others, to enjoy and be part of nature and to revel in colour, aroma, 
wildlife and beauty.

Making gardening part of your everyday life has a long history  
connected to science and medicine. The National Health Service in Great 
Britain has officially included gardening as renewed importance.



In 2021, the RHS released research that revealed those who garden every day, have 
wellbeing scores 6.6% higher and stress levels 4.2 % lower than people who do not garden 
at all. Surveying more than 6,000 people, the research showed a significant association 
between gardening and improvements in wellbeing, perceived stress and physical activity

It is common knowledge that exercise is good for you. The  research shows that those 
who do regular physical activity have up to a 35% lower risk of coronary disease. 
Gardeners might be delighted to know that the number of calories burnt in 30 
minutes of gardening is comparable to playing badminton, volleyball or practising 
yoga.

The benefits of being in the garden run deeper than just exercise. New research 
shows that there are significant reductions in depression and anxiety as well as 
improved social functioning. Gardening can also help maintain independence and 
prevent cognitive decline.

Gardening can help lower stress levels by distracting the mind from worries and 
promoting relaxation. It provides a sense of accomplishment and is a rewarding 
experience. Often it provides interaction with others as those with similar likes often 
get together at community events, such as community gardens and garden clubs. 

GARDENING IS GOOD FOR YOU



TURMOIL IN THE  PLANT WORLD

THE ONGOING BIODIVERSITY CRISIS 

United Nations

“Turmoil in the plant world” refers to a severe, ongoing biodiversity crisis driven primarily 
by human activities and climate change, leading to the risk of extinction for an estimated 

40% of plant species.

EXTINCTION RISK: One million plant and animal species are threatened with extinction, 
with plants disappearing at an unprecedented rate

HABITAT LOSS AND DEFORESTATION: The conversion of natural habitats for agriculture 
and urban development are key factors in this crisis. Since 1990, approximately 420 
million acres of forest have been lost.

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS: Rising global temperatures are forcing plants to shift their 
ranges, making them more vulnerable to pests, and increasing the frequency of droughts 
and heat waves.

INVASIVE SPECIES AND DISEASE: Global trade has accelerated the spread of invasive 
species and plant diseases which can decimate native plant populations and crops.

FOOD SECURITY CONCERNS: These threats to plants, which form the base of almost all 
food chains, jeopardize global food security. 

NUTRITIONAL DECLINE: Some surviving crops show decreased nutritional value due to 
elevated CO2 levels.

The World Economic Forum is a Non-Governmental Organization Think Tank.
Mission: to improve the state of the world by engaging leaders to create collaborative solutions for 

global challenges



WHY IS BIODIVERSIRY ESSENTIAL FOR 

LIMITING CLIMATE CHANGE?

UNITED NATIONS

Biodiversity … our strongest natural defense against 
climate change

When human activities produce greenhouse gases, around half of the emissions 
remain in the atmosphere, while the other half is absorbed by the land and ocean. 
These ecosystems and the biodiversity they contain are natural carbon sinks, providing 
so-called nature-based solutions to climate change.

Protecting, managing and restoring forests offers roughly 2/3 of the total mitigation 
potential of all nature-based solutions. Currently, despite massive and ongoing losses, 
forests still cover more than 30% of the planet’s land

Peatlands or wetlands, such as marshes and swamps, cover only 3 % of the world’s 
land, but they store twice as much carbon as all the forests.

Ocean habitats like seagrasses and mangroves also sequester carbon dioxide at rates 
up to 4 times higher than terrestrial forests.

Conserving and restoring natural space on land and water is essential for limiting 
carbon emissions and adapting to an already changing climate. Approximately one-
third of greenhouse gas emissions reductions could be achieved by improving nature’s 
ability to absorb emissions.



A SPECIAL THANK YOU

A special thank you goes to the Webb’s for allowing our group to use their second 
propagator for our club’s use. The propagator is now full  for the 2025 season. 

These cutting will be mature enough for sale in three years.



KEY TRENDS IN RHODODENDRON 

GARDENING

2026

ADAPTED FROM AI 

Rhododendron gardening in 2026 is influenced by broader trends in sustainability and 
design. Key trends include an emphasis on low-maintenance, resilient varieties, rich, 
deep color palettes and purpose-driven gardening that supports local ecosystems.

|. Low-maintenance and Resilience: Gardeners are seeking plants that offer high impact 
with less work. This is leading to increased popularity of robust rhododendron varieties 
that are resistant to common issues like root rot and tolerant of a wider range of conditions 
(e.g., more sun or cold). Once established, some varieties require minimal ongoing 
maintenance.

2. Rich-Jewel-Tone Colors: Moving away from muted pastels, the trend is toward vibrant, 
saturated colors such a fiery reds, deep burgundies, and rich purples. Rhododendrons with 
intense bloom colors are on trend to provide dramatic visual impact that holds up well in 
strong sunlight.

3. Purpose-Driven Gardening: There is growing intentionality in gardening in order to give 
back to the planet and local communities. For rhododendrons, this means selecting zone 
appropriate varieties that support local pollinators like hummingbirds and butterflies. 

4. Foliage Focus: Beyond the dramatic spring flowers, the year-round structure and foliage 
of evergreen rhododendrons are being appreciated as a design element. Varieties with 
interesting leaf textures, colors and variety of leaf size are gaining attention  for their ability 
to add interest even when not in bloom.

Raspberry Mist Purple Moon                  Plum Wild.    

Indumentum                      Tomentum



CAN RHODODENDRONS BE PART OF A FOREST 

GARDEN?

Rhododendrons are a natural fit for a forest or woodland garden because their native 
habitats are often forest environments, and they thrive in the conditions provided by a 
tree canopy. They offer significant design and ecological benefits in such a setting. 
Many species thrive as an understory in the dappled shade and acidic, humus-rich soil.

KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR INCORPORTING RHODODENDRONS

In the wild, many rhododendrons grow naturally in forest settings, from the 
Himalayas to the Pacific Northwest. They are a natural fit for a forest garden’s 
layered design.

The key to success is to replicate their preferred conditions of dappled shade, 
moist, well-drained, acidic soil and high organic matter. A mildly acidic pH (5.0- 
6.0) soil and morning sun are the ideal conditions for creating a forest 
rhododendron garden.



THE BARLUP GARDEN HAS A NEW ADDITION, 

COMPLIMENTS OF CALVIN PARSONS. 
THE RHODODENDRON “QUIET ELEGANCE” 

NOW SHARES THIS SPACE.

A QUIET HONOR TO JIM BARLUP 
REFLECTING THE WRITING ON THE DEDICATION
AND THE GRACIOUSNESS OF OUR BENEFACTOR



ARS CONVENTION 2026

COWICHAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY PRE-

TOUR 

THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2026

This garden is a sanctuary for 
garden lovers, showcasing 
coniferous and deciduous 
trees, 600 rhododendrons,
lush hostas, peonies and 
perennials.

ECHOESOF 

NATURE

Fruit trees, berry patches, and vegetable plots nourish body and soul, while vineyards offer 
wine and table grapes. 

A cutting garden brims with fresh flowers for the  farm stand, and owners propagate 
rhododendrons and perennials for the Cowichan Rhododendron Society.

VERNA BUHLER AND
 GEORGE MORGEN GARDEN

“ECHOES
 OF NATURE”



Nestled on tranquil 2.8 ha (7 acres), enchanting pathways wind through 
whimsical gardens bursting with breathtaking plants and artfully arranged 
garden treasures. 

There is a spectacular collection of Japanese maples, hostas and azaleas 
with rich textures and vibrant colors, as well as an exquisite array of 
hellebores, epimediums, anemones, fritillarias, primulas, red currants, and 
erythroniums, creating a magical sanctuary of beauty and inspiration.

JANICE AND LAURIE MOSELY GARDEN
(MARBLE FALLS GARDEN)



This once rugged, 5.3 ha (13acre) hillside of rock and forest has been transformed into a 
vibrant haven of rhododendrons, magnolias, espaliered orchard trees, vegetables and cut 
flowers - a garden bursting with life and color. 

The garden showcases rare rhododendron cultivars and companion plants, such as 
Magnolia wilsonii. 

Every corner of the garden has fragrant blooms, and its vivid hues are artistically 
landscaped.

AL AND LIZ MURRAY  GARDEN
MISTY VIEW FARM



This garden’s design blends contrasting leaf forms, shapes and colors to ensure year-round 
interest, even when blooms are scarce

It has many unusual plants and features early-blooming plants for mason bees and hummingbirds, 
resulting in a masterpiece of creativity and care.

ELIZABETH HOFFMAN GARDEN



AMERICAN RHODODENDRON 

SOCIETY

CONVENTION 2026

FRIDAY, APRIL 24, GARDEN TOURS

Today is a carpooling day to see Milner Gardens 
and Woodland. 

This is a 28 ha (70 acre) seaside garden of unspoiled 
natural beauty on the edge of an ocean bluff 
overlooking the Salish Sea.

Home to old-growth Douglas-fir and Western Red 
Cedar in one of the few remaining Douglas-fir 
Biogeoclimatic Zone forests on Vancouver Island, 
there are many walking trails through the forests 
and garden.

Many of the mature
Rhododendrons and

trees were planted in the 
1950’s and 1960’s, and in 
2015, the Greig Species 
Rhododendron Garden, 

now harboring 180 species 
in the ground with about 
another 50 to 60 in pots 

waiting to be planted, was 
established by the five 

island chapters in 
collaboration with 

Vancouver Island University



POST CONVENTION BUS TOUR OF GARDENS 

FROM QUALICUM BEACH TO NANAIMO

ORGANIZED BY MARS AND NANAIMO RHODODENDRON SOCIETY

The spectacular view from high 
above the beach looking out on 
the Salish Sea and beyond.

There is much to see in 
this ever-changing 
property, a large pond 
with koi and water lilies, a 
shade garden with many 
woodland plants , a 
recently resurrected gully 
with many fine plants, and 
so much more.

ROSSLYN WHITEHEAD GARDEN

QUALICUM BEACH



WOLFGANG AND VIVIENNE RUFF GARDEN

NANOOSE BAY

This mostly forest 
garden has many 
large mature 
rhododendrons 
with an eclectic mix 
of companion 
plants.

This property 
overlooks Craig 
Bay, where there  
are many  smaller 
rhododendrons, 
azalea cultivars 
and species, again 
mixed in with 
many choice 
companion plants.



SUSAN AND ART LIGHTBURN GARDEN

This garden is focused 
on maintaining as 
much of the native 
vegetation as possible, 
while still growing 
fruit and vegetables 
and collecting and 
maintaining as many 
species and hybrid 
rhododendrons as the 
space will allow. 

This 25-year-old garden has about 400 rhododendrons planted amidst native vegetation , 
notably Douglas-Fir, Western Red Cedar, big leaf Maple, many native shrubs and large 
groupings of trilliums, Oregon grape, Vanilla leaf and native ferns.



HAMMOND BAY

DICK AND ANN BEAMISH GARDEN

This justly unique 
0.27  ha (two-
thirds of an acre) 
is in a coastal
micro climate 
above the Salish 
Sea overlooking 
picturesque 
Hammond Bay.

This is a mature 
rhododendron 
garden, with  
several hundred 
younger 
rhododendrons 
placed in available 
spaces.



ROBIN AND DIANA BISSONETTE GARDEN

Nestled amidst gentle seaside 
greenery, this rhododendron 
garden is an urban sanctuary
dedicated to the beauty of 
these iconic flowering shrubs

The collection includes both 
species and hybrids, with 
hybrids showing influence 
from Pacific Northwest 
breeders (Lem, Simpson, 
Greer) and a preference for 
”Yak” types. Species choices 
are focused on iconic, large-
leaf, late-flowering varieties.



CHRIS SOUTHWICK GARDEN

This 0.25 ha (0.59 acre) garden 
features an extensive assortment 
of rhododendrons, including 
many dwarf species, as well as 
native plants, ferns, Japanese 
maples, dogwoods and primulas.

Some of the hybrid 
rhododendrons were 
hybridized by Chris’ 
grandmother, Mary Greig of the 
former Royston Nursery along 
with her husband Ted, 
They were both recipients of 
the ARS Gold Medal.



LET’S SEE YOUR BLOOMERS

From the Morrison garden 
THANK YOU KAREN AND BURNS



JANUARY 13, 2026 AT THE HCP

THANK YOU CALVIN AND MIKE



LET’S SEE YOUR BLOOMERS

FROM THE FERRIE GARDEN

THANK YOU LYNNE AND LYLE

OLIVE

OLIVE 



LET US SEE YOUR BLO0MERS

FROM THE FERRIE GARDEN
THANK YOU LYNNE AND LYLE

CHRISTMAS CHEER



INTERESTING ODDS AND ENDS 

“LADY BUGS”



VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 

BOARD MEMBERS

PRESIDENT…SHARON JOSEPH…PRESIDENT
VICE-PRESIDENT…KEN WEBB…250-744-1785

PAST PRESIDENT…LLOYD GILMORE…250-642-2256
TREASURER…BILL GORDON…250-479-0210

SECRETARY…LOIS BLACKMORE…250-818-9307
MAL…IAN DUNCAN…250-479-0820
MAL…DAN SYROID…250-477-9210

MAL…BRENDA MCDONALD…778-528-3647
MAL…BURNS MORRISON…250-477-8281

MAL…MICHAEL TRIPP…250 477-4407
MAL…JOHN VERWOLF…250-896-6952
MAL…STEPHEN BRICE…260658-1850

LIBRARIAN…ELLEN WELLBORN…250-479-1898
BARLUP GARDEN…CALVIN PARSONS…250-590-0489
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