
Soft petals of white,

Such delicate embrace

Sweet Rhododendron,

You fill my garden space.

Jayne Louise Davies
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OUR PURPOSE IS TO
PROMOTE

AND EDUCATE THE PUBLIC
ABOUT THE GENUS

RHODODENDRON

We meet at the
Couvelier Center 

On the grounds of the 
HCP GARDENS

505 Quayle Road
Victoria B.C.

Meetings are held on the first
THURSDAY

Of each month
SEPTEMBER – MAY

Meetings begin at 7:30 pm.



WELCOME TO OUR JANUARY SPEAKER

COMING TO YOU FROM 

FOUENSANT, FRANCE

MARC COLOMBEL

Marc Colombel is a long-time ARS member and an enthusiastic hybridizer, having 
created nearly 1500 crosses and registered his first hybrid in 1992. In 1993, he 
published “Rhododendrons: Mode d’emploi” and created the Societe Bretonne du 
Rhododendron, of which he was president for 14 years. In 1996, he launched a 
French rhododendron website to share his knowledge, and in 2000, he organized 
the first rhododendron show in France. He has authored more than 200 articles and 
has been a frequent, knowledgeable, and humorous speaker in Europe and 
America. He recently created the Polyploid Rhododendron Conservatory in Josselin, 
France to which he donates nearly one hundred polyploid hybrids annually.

RWAIN BRETONNE

JANUARY 8, 7:30PM
JOIN US at HCP to see the presentation on the big screen, enjoy the company of 

fellow Rhody friends, the raffle and goodies or, if you cannot attend in person, 
the ZOOM invite to watch at home is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86116873824?pwd=kp98qmlidjWcqajrY2TpYU8oQ1T6H.1
Meeting ID: 86116873824

Passcode: 048213

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86116873824?pwd=kp98qmlidjWcqajrY2TpYU8oQ1T6H.1


Hello fellow members and Happy New Year! I hope you’ve all had a nice Christmas. It’s been a 
mild one, kind of gray. The early blooming rhodos will be well appreciated when they appear. 
Maybe you have something from the Nobleanum Group spreading cheer in your garden or 
neighborhood right now. I’ve got a hellebore and last year’s pelargoniums competing for 
praise on my sheltered balcony. This is the time of the year I generally start rifling through 
plant tags and thinking about what I will buy to add to my pots of rhodos and companion 
plants. The theme for the 2026 ARS Annual Convention in Qualicum is Rhododendrons and 
Companions in  Changing Climate. Whether your garden is old or new, big or small, in pots or 
in the ground, there are bound to be interesting things to learn from the speakers and the 
other Vancouver Island rhodo club members.

This was the first Christmas in a long time that I didn’t get another garden/plant book. So. 
speaking of taking advantage of the gathered wisdom  of our rhodo colleagues, I headed to 
the ARS website and started poking around in the Rhododendron International archive. Vol 8 
part 2 has a great article with excellent close-up photos for identifying big leaf rhodo species. 
If you don’t have your own collection but admired un-tagged specimens in other gardens, this 
is a great learning resource: Identifying Big-leaved Rhododendron species by Ole Jonny 
Larsen, Aslesund, Norway (Reprinted from Rhododendron Species 2022). Digitizing resources 
for all club chapter members is a great thing. I love a good book, but I don’t have room for all 
of them. As they say, if you aren’t learning, you aren’t growing.



THE “INS AND OUTS”OF REGISTERING A NEW 

RHODODENDRON

To register a new rhododendron, one must submit an application to the International Registration 
Authority for Rhododendron. This organization is managed by the Royal Horticultural Association
One must complete and submit the application form which requires details about the plant’s origin, 
the proposed name and other comprehensive characteristics. If living in Canada or the US one must 
contact the North American Regional Registrar to have their application processed before sending 
to the International Registrar.

INFORMATION NEEDED

1. Proposed name
2. Seed parent
3. Pollen parent
4. Cross made by, name and address, year 
5. Named by, name and , year
6. Registrant
7. Address
8. Email address
9. Number of flowers per truss
10. Shape of truss
11. Corolla length
12. Corolla width
13. Number of lobes
14. Flower color(buds)
15. Flower color inside corolla
16. Flower color outside corolla
17. Color, form and distribution of marking
18. Calyx length
19. Calyx color
20. Leaf shape
21. Leaf length
22. Leaf width
23. Leaf shape at base
24. Leaf shape at apex
25. Type of indumentum (hairs, scales, none)
26. Color of leaf indumentum when young
27. Color of leaf when mature

28. Plant height
29. Plant width
30 Plant _inches at # of years
31.Flowering period
32. Hardiness
33. Further distinguishing features 
(habit, stamen style, colors, scent)



EVERYTHNG YOU NEED TO KNOW TO GROW 

ORNAMENTAL GRASSES

ADAPTED FROM FINE GARDENING

If you are looking for plants that bring beauty, movement and structure to the garden with 
minimal fuss, ornamental grasses should be at the top of your list.  Both rhododendrons and 
many ornamental grasses thrive in our local climate provided they have well-drained, acidic soil.

Pairing rhododendrons with ornamental grasses creates a visually interesting and somewhat low-
maintenance garden. The contrasting textures and colors provide year-round interest, with the 
grasses offering movement and structural contrast to the evergreen rhododendrons. Both 
rhododendrons and many ornamental grasses thrive in our local climate, provided they have 
well-drained, acidic soil. For a harmonious look, choose a mix of textures and heights to 
complement the rhododendrons.

Hakonechloa macra
“Albostriata”

Hakonechloa macra
“All Gold” 

Hakonechloa macra 
”Aureola”

Carex morrowii
”Ice Dance

Pennisetum 
“Burgundy Bunny”

Pennisetum
“Little Bunny”



WALKNG WITH RHODODENDRONS 

IN JAPAN

ALISON BEALE

After the first rains have fallen in the month of March, fresh shoots appear and the mountains 
turn green. This is when Japan’s rhododendrons come out and they flower from about April 
through June. They often appear as colorful splashes in the forest, but they can also almost 
cover entire hills. Both species and hybrids are on display in ornamental borders in towns and 
cities, but coming around a corner in a mountain to find wild specimens in their natural habitat 
is particularly thrilling.

THE KUJI MASSIF

The Kuju massif is made up of a number of 
broad open peaks with few trees. One can see 
the volcanic Mt. Aso with its distinctive outline 
shouldering in the distance over a sea of misty 
clouds.

This area is located on the island of Honshu in 
the north-eastern  part of the island and is 
situated along the Pacific Ocean coastline.



Closer to Tokyo, the scenery around Nikko is beautiful and dramatic 
throughout the year, but in the spring, the pink of the rhododendrons add a 
soft pretty splash of color to the rocky wild nature of the surroundings. The 
shores of Lake Chuzenii are home to a number of varieties of rhododendrons.

This area is home to Ryuzu Falls, located in Nikko City. The rhododendron 
flowers bloom around the falls from late May to early June, with their reddish 
violet flowers creating a contrast to the whitewater flows.

NIKKO



MT. KATSURAGI

Just off the  summit is an area 
covered with a variety called yama-
tsutsuji or R. kaempferi. Early to 
mid-May is peak bloom time. As 
one ascends the mountain, one 
gradually starts to see the 
rhododendrons in the forest. As 
the hillside opens up, the entire 
area is covered with the red 
flowers. The fresh green of the 
trees and the red rhododendrons  
against the blue of the sky is an 
impressive sight. 



RHODODENDRON CARE FOR THE MONTH 

OF JANUARY 

IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST

From  AI

Rhododendron care for the month of January mostly involves fertilizing, monitoring 
soil moisture during dry sells and performing light pruning of any winter-damaged 

material.

FERTILIZE: Late winter is an ideal time to apply a slow-release, organic fertilizer 
specifically formulated for acid loving plants. Apply around the drip line of the 
plant and scratch it lightly into the soil or mulch before watering or let the rain do 
it. This provides necessary nutrients as the plant prepares for the upcoming 
blooming season.

MONITOR AND WATER: It is typically wet in January but rhododendrons having 
shallow roots, can still suffer from desiccation if there are prolonged dry spells. If 
a cold, dry wind period occurs, or if plants are in containers or raised beds, 
provide a deep watering on a warmer day to help the plants recover from 
moisture loss.

PRUNE FOR HEALTH: January is a good time to prune out any dead, damaged or 
diseased branches before new growth starts. Prune back to live wood, making 
clean cuts with sterilized shears.

CHECK MULCH: Ensure a 2” - 4” layer of acidic organic mulch is in place around the 
base of the plant, keeping it away from the main trunk. This helps insulate the 
shallow roots and retain soil moisture as the temperatures begin to fluctuate.

PROTECT EARLY BLOOMS: Some early-blooming varieties may be setting buds or 
starting to flower in late winter. If a hard frost is forecast, consider covering these 
plants to protect the delicate blooms from damage.



HOW TO ENJOY YOUR GARDEN IN JANUARY

IDEAS FROM THE FRUSTRATED GARDENER

On nice days step outside and breathe in the clean sharp air. Turn you face to the 
sun, if it appears. Better than that, make a cup of coffee and take a stroll through 
your garden, looking for early bloomers. Bring your camera. Take a photo and send 
to Lois for the Newsletter. Other folks want to see “your bloomers”.

At the start of the month, we know the days are getting longer. By the end of  the 
month, it still may be light outside until 4 pm. This makes a huge  difference in how 
we feel. Some of the weariness of winter starts to drop away and we regain our 
new- found vigor.

What is good about January is that we can still take our time. On cold rainy days we 
can stay indoors and plan for the coming months. The plant sale is only a few 
months away. Maybe, just maybe, a list of what may be available will come to our 
attention. Remember it is the bloom time of the rhododendrons that keeps our love 
of and passion for living a contented and passionate life.



AS YOU WANDER ABOUT IN YOUR RHODO 

GARDEN

DO YOU STOP TO THINK ABOUT THE SHAPES 

OF THE LEAVES?

HERE IS A GUIDE TO HELP IDENTIFY THE SHAPES
RHS WEBSITE

oblong

orbicular

oblanceolate

obovate

elliptic

lanceolate

linear ovate



ARS CONVENTION 2026

GARDEN TOURS  GREATER VICTORIA AREA

April 21

SEAN RAFFERTY AND BRENDA MACDONALD GARDEN

The benefits of living on 
the edge of the Salish 

Sea have allowed us to 
develop and maintain a 
garden with many big-

leaf and marginally 
hardy rhododendron 

species.

Removal and limbing 
up of the native rain 
forest has given us 

both more gardening 
area and more light.
Retention of the old 

stumps and fallen
 logs has provided 

good habitat for some 
of the fussier species.



MOE AND JOHANNA GARDEN
 (BERMUDA PLACE)

This 1.6 ha (4 acre), 35-year-old, hillside, Douglas Fir woodland, garden lies within 
a 4 ha  (10 acre ) property and features many native and exotic trees, shrubs, 

groundcovers and about 1,200 rhododendrons, along with water features.

There are about 110 rhododendron species and about 173 Barlup rhododendron 
hybrids, and being a Bermudian, Moe has also planted a few eclectic ornamentals 

such as yuccas here and there.



BILL AND BETTY GORDON GARDEN

Come and meander through a garden 40 years in the making. Wander 
amongst the trees and rocks that highlight this garden.

Lawns are disappearing and further expansion of rhododendron plantings is 
always ongoing,



KEN AND MADELEINE WEBB 
GARDEN

This 0.4 ha(1 acre) has a large collection of both species and 
hybrids, many reaching maturity and 8 m (25 feet) tall. 

Ken and Madeleine do a lot of propagating and a wide 
selection of plants for sale is one of the garden’s highlights, 

with many unique plant available for interested Rhodoholics.



ARS COVENTION 2026

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22
ND

GARDEN TOURS GREATER VICTORIA AREA

Abkhazi Garden is the creation
 of Prince Nicholas Abkhazi and

Peggy Pemberton, Princess 
Abkhazi, whose tumultuous 
lives found refuge in post- 

World War II Victoria amidst the 
garden they created.

The site features many large 
rhododendrons, several older 
than the garden itself. 

The garden features terraced lily ponds, a summer gazebo, grass dells and many winding 
paths that invite exploration,  all overlooked by their creators’ modest bungalow which now 

serves visitors a traditional High Tea.

ABKHAZI GARDEN



Overlooking Juan de Fuca Strait lies the extensive 14.2 ha (35 acre) gardens of the Lieutenant 
Governor of British Columbia. The estate is divided into several distinct gardens including a 
rose garden, a rock and alpine garden, an herb garden, a rhododendron garden and a native 

Gary Oak woodland. 

The garden is open free to the public every day of the year. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE



This garden emphasizes rhododendrons, with about 400 kinds, including several, 
unregistered hybrids by the ARS Pioneer Achievement award-winner, Jim Barlup. 
There is everything from the majestic “big leaf” to the diminutive dwarf 
rhododendrons, along with deciduous and evergreen azaleas. This garden features 
many companion plants, such as hostas and magnolias, for year-round interest.

HORTICULTURE CENTRE OF THE PACIFIC



This 0.4 garden (1 acre) is on a northeast slope and comprises about 30 magnolias
peonies and hostas and is not quite yet what you would call a mature garden. It 
features eleven different Loderi cultivars and many other species and hybrid 
rhododendrons.

STEPHEN AND MARJORIE BRICE GARDEN



This 2 ha (5 acre) wooded garden near Pkols Mountain  (Mount Douglas) features 
maples and rhododendrons blending into mature forest.  Yhe small-scale farm on an 
adjacent lot produces fruit and vegetables for market.  Rhododendrons also are 
propagated each year for sale. The properties have an informal and rustic feel 
blending with the natural environment.

TONY AND CAROLYN MARQUARDT GARDEN



RHODODENDRON FOREST: NEPAL

 adapted from an article by SAMYOG SHRESTHA

HIMALAYANMASTERS.COM

Rhododendron, also called “Lali  Gurans” is the national flower of Nepal. A 
rhododendron forest is a national pride and a major attraction in the mountain. It paints 
the entire region with its beauty and fragrance. Not only is it beautiful, but it holds equal 
significance in traditional medicine and culture

It is believed that the rhododendron originated in the eastern edge of the 
Himalayas on the border with China. A recent discovery of rhododendron leaves in 
Alaska opens a new chapter in its ancient history. These plants have a two-year life 
cycle for their seeds, with a germination rate exceeding 80%. While most 
rhododendrons require acidic soil, Rhododendron arboreum can adapt and thrive in 
a variety of soil types. 

According to the Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew, there are 1,073 species of 
rhododendrons. It is to be noted that 32 rhododendrons are scientifically 
documented in Nepal. Notably, 29 of these species thrive in the Tinjure-Milke-
Jalijale region, also known as the ‘Rhododendron Capital of Nepal.’



In 1962, Rhododendron arboreum was declared the national flower of Nepal and
 reaffirmed in the 2015 constitution. This fiery crimson flower is a symbol of vitality,
 beauty and renewal, making the rhododendron forest Nepal’s living emblem of the nation.

Timing is most crucial when it comes to witnessing the magnificence of this rhododendron 
forest. The blooming season is short and varies by elevation, although the prime flowering 
season is March to May. At the start of spring, the lower hills begin to get warmer, and the 
rhododendrons start to bloom. Gradually, the bloom starts to spread to higher altitudes. By late 
April, the entire mountain is covered with various hues of this Himalayan wildflower, 
rhododendron.



OTHER NOTABLE RHODODENDRON SPECIES

  IN THE RHODODENDRON FOREST

SCIENTIFIC NAME         COMMON NAME            CHARACTERISTICS            CONSERVATION STATUS

R. arboreum                    Lali Gurans                     National flower                   Not threatened

R. campanulatum            Chimal                             Lilac-to white                      Not Threatened

R. cinnabarinum              Saano Chimal                Yellow to cinnabar red       Not threatened

R. barbatum                     Kaalo Chimal                   Deep red                              Not threatened

R. hodgsonii                     Lali Gurans                      Rose-purple                          Not threatened

R. anthopogon                 Sunpati                            Yellow to white                    Not threatened

R. lepidotum                     Bhale Sunpati                Pink, purple to yellow         Not threatened

R. setosum                        Gurans                            Pink to purplish red             Not threatened

R. falconeri                        Korlinga                          Creamy white to yellow.     Vulnerable

R. forrestii                          Gurans                           Deep crimson                         Not threatened

R. ciliatum                         Seto Gurans                   White to pinkish                   Not threatened

R. niveum                           Hiupatae Gurans          Rosy to purple                       Vulnerable           



R. arboreum
Lali Gurans                                            Chimal                                     Saano Chimal               
                                    

R. campanulatum                       R. cinnabarinum

R. barbatum
Kaalo Chimal                                         Lali Gurans                                      Sunpati

R. hodgsonii R. anthopogon.

R. lepidotum
Bhale sunpati                                          Gurans                                                Korlinga

R. setosum R. falconeri

R. forestii R. ciliatum R. niveum
Gurans                                              Seto gurans                               Hiupatae Gurans



RAIN OR SHINE…WORK CONTINUES AT THE HCP

CONGRATULATIONS TO MIKE MINKLER, LLOYD GILMORE AND BRYAN BONELL ON 
RECEIVING PINS FOR VOLUNTEERING AT THE HCP FOR 100 HOURS

CONGRATULATIONS TO BRYAN FOR  RECEIVING HIS 500 HOURS PIN

CONGRATUALTIONS TO BILL MCMILLAN FOR RECEIVING HIS 1000 HOURS PIN

LILIAN PESTE RHODO GARDEN DECEMBER

PHOTOS BY IAN AND CALVIN…THANK YOU



REMEMBERING FRANK FUJIOKA

The rhododendron world lost an0ther great Northwest hybridizer in October 
2025, with the passing of Frank Fujioka. Anyone who had the opportunity to 

view his garden saw artistry abound. He will be remembered for his graciousness  
as a person and the beautiful hybrids he produced.

Burgundy Lace                  Chemainus           Cherries and Merlot

Glowing Gold                 Pink Pinwheels              Saffron Silk

Opal Luster                   Seaview Sunset       Starbright Champagne



A WELL-DESERVED RECOGNITION TOOK 

PLACE 

AT OUR 2025 CHRISTMAS PARTY 



“WE RECOGNIZE HIS OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

AND ARE PLEASED

 TO AWARD THE 

VICTORIA 

RHODODENDRON 

SOCIETY’S 

HIGHEST HONOUR,

THE BRONZE MEDAL”

to

LLOYD GILMORE



CHRISTMAS PARTY 2025





















“LEARN FROM YESTERDAY, LIVE FOR TODAY, HOPE FOR TOMORROW’

ALBERT EINSTEIN



BOARD MEMBERS AND CONTACTS

PRESIDENT…SHARON JOSEPH…250-383-1856
VIC-PRESIDENT…KEN WEBB…250-477-1785
TREASURER…BILL GORDON…250-479-0210

SECRETARY…LOIS BLACKMORE…250-818-9307
PAST PRSIDENT…LLOYD GILMORE…250-642-2256

MAL…IAN DUNCAN…250-479-0820
MAL…BRENDA MACDONALD…778-528-3647

MAL…MICHAEL TRIPP…250-208-8392
MAL…DAN SYROID…250-488-9210

MAL…BURNS MORRISON…250-477-8281
MAL…JOHN VERWOLF…250-896-6952
MAL…STEPHEN BRICE…250-658-1850

LIBRARIAN…ELLEN WELLBORN…250-479-1898
BARLUP GARDEN…CALVIN PARSONS…250-590-0489



HAPPY 

NEW

 YEAR



NOTES

Please note the date of the January meeting has changed from the first Thursday to the 
second Thursday. The meeting is January 7th, 7:30 pm at the Couvelier Center, but will 
also be available on ZOOM

The zoom id is as follows:
       
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86116873824?pwd=kp98qmlidjWcqajrY2TpYU8oQ1tT6H.1

Meeting ID:861168738124
Passcode: 048213

Although early in the year, think about opening your garden for others to see and 
appreciate.

We are always looking for new board members to join up and contribute to the business 
of our society. New faces and ideas are always welcomed. The duties of the board 
members consist of a ZOOM meeting, usually soon after our regular meeting. We try to 
make them short and sweet and to the point, most lasting less than one hour. 

Also note that the Victoria garden venues for the 2026 ARS Convention continue to be a 
work in progress. 
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